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FACING THE ELEMENTS
Part 7
THE MIST
By Rayola Kelley

When | read about creation in
Genesis 2:6, | pondered the fact that
a mist went up from the earth and wa-
tered the whole face of the ground.
This may not seem significant but
there was no rain at the time. From
my study it appears that this vapor
enfolded the land. | can’t imagine that
this mist was so thick that it was not
transparent, or that it left a heavy dew
that constantly clung to the country-
side, or that it created a haze, smog
or steam.

| have been around places where
| felt the mist from water as it sprayed
out of spigots on flowers and vegeta-
bles in supermarkets. For the most
part the water hit their targets but if
you are close by you can feel the
spray as well. In the summer it is re-
freshing, but in the winter, it is not
such a welcome experience. Howev-
er, the point is that the mist was
something that could be experienced.

To understand the mist, we have
to go back to the beginning when the
Lord called the firmament into being.
Keep in mind He framed the worlds
with the Word of God and John 1:1
tells us Jesus is the Word. According
to Colossians 1:14-18 we are told that
through Jesus’ blood redemption was
secured for us and that He is also the
One who created all things seen and
unseen. It establishes that He is the
head of the church, the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead (resurrection),
and that in all things Jesus might have

the preeminence. Preeminence points
to supremacy, dominance, and supe-
riority.

In 1 Corinthians 8:6, we are giv-
en an important summary, “But to us
there is but one God, the Father, of
whom are all things, and we in him;
and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom
are all things, and we by him.” We
know that it is because it was within
the heart and plan of the Father to
bring forth all creation for His glory,
but it is because of Jesus bringing
forth creation according to the Fa-
ther’s plan that all things exist. In fact,
all things are held together by His
Word. We know that the Father's
plans were ordained and stamped,
that Jesus’ work in relationship to cre-
ation was perfect, and that the Holy
Spirit garnishes Jesus’ work with fin-
ishing touches, making it complete
(Genesis 1:2; Job 26:13).

To bring this relationship be-
tween the three persons of the God-
head in light of creation down to lay-
man’s terms, the Father is the archi-
tect, Jesus the builder, and the Holy
Spirit does the finishing work to com-
plete it. Jesus carried out the whole
plan of creation laid out by the Father,
including the Church, and carried out
every detail set forth in the design,
and now the Holy Spirit is bringing it
to fruition.

The first thing God spoke into
being was light (Genesis 1:3-5). Light
penetrates and reveals darkness. It
brings about contrast because man
would not know light without darkness
being present, and would not discern
the darkness without the light. Keep in
mind there are different level of dark-
ness.

There are the shadows of com-
promise and confusion that is high-
lighted by the presence of light, the
outlines on the landscape of uncer-
tainty when the limited light of the
moon shines, the twilight of ignorance
that falls on the minds of men, the
intense, thick spiritual darkness that
covers the soul, and the tormenting
darkness of hell itself that drives a
man’s spirit into complete depravity
and insanity.

We know the sun was given to
highlight the glory of God in His crea-
tion, and the shadows remind us of
the areas where the life of Christ has
not yet been allowed to take root. The
twilight represents the fact that as
long as we are in these bodies, we
see through a glass darkly, and when
it comes to spiritual darkness, we are
tasting a bit of the tormenting dark-
ness of hell as well to bring about a
right attitude (7 Corinthians 13:12).

It seems that the mist and dark-
ness sometimes walk hand in hand. In
Acts 13:10-11 the hand of the Lord
was upon a sorcerer by the name of
Elymas. He was doing the bidding of
the father of lies, Satan, perverting the
right way. As a result, it was pro-
nounced upon him that he would be
struck blind for a season. Upon hear-
ing the words, immediately a mist and
a darkness fell on him. He had to be
led around by the hand.

As we can see, mist is also asso-
ciated with judgment. In 2 Peter 2:17
we are told this about those who sell
their soul for wages of unrighteous-
ness. “These are wells without water,
clouds that are carried with a tempest;
to whom the mist of darkness is re-
served for ever.” These people lack
real water but the mist about them is a
darkness that moves, surrounds and
eventually engulfs them.

Mist that is associated with judg-
ment often manifests itself in some
type of steam. Steam represents un-
certainty and danger. However, how
do you produce steam? You can take
something that is already hot and you
pour water on it, or you can boil water
until it steams. Take volcanic activity,
it clearly expresses itself in steam.
You know the heat will consume, the
fire will burn, the volcanic flow will de-
stroy everything in its path, and the
sulfuric smell will be like hell itself
causing one to choke.

When it comes to the soul it can
also be like a seething cauldron that
can cause men to become a destruc-
tive source to others. The cauldron is
often anger, mixed with the heat of
bitterness, the fire of betrayal and in-
justices, and the stench of hatred. It
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can erupt with a vengeance, flow with
immense intensity to destroy, and end
up consuming everything in its path.
This is why we are instructed to not let
the sun go down on our anger. It is
not that anger is a sin in itself; rather,
if allowed to fester in the darkness,
the right mixture of personal rights,
feelings, and emotions will douse it
enough to set off the destructive
steam that can prove to be like the
tormenting darkness of hell. Accord-
ing to Scripture, hell has its sights,
sensations, fires, and smells (Matthew
5:22; 10:28; 13:42; Mark 9:42-48;
Luke 16:19-31; Ephesians 5:15-18).

As believers, we are not to be
children of darkness (Ephesians 5:8).
We are not to prefer its evil ways, jus-
tify wicked practices, and live in its
hopeless state. We must not settle for
darkness to encompass us like a mist,
nor must we be content with shadows
that cover our spiritual weaknesses,
mere outlines when we are meant to
see the intricate beauty of God’s glory
around us, and worldly insight when
we have been given the eyes of faith
to walk in light of His Word. We must
never allow spiritual darkness to rest
upon our soul when we have the light
to escape such darkness and avoid
teetering on the abyss of utter de-
struction when we have been offered
the hope of salvation through Christ’s
redemption.

This brings us to the firmament
which is an expanse of the sky. The
Lord’s spreading out of the sky allows
separation to begin. As a believer,
the Lord has always been expanding
various aspects of my character, my
focus, my faith, and my life in Him.
First of all, He has been expanding
my character through testings. Each
test reveals that my character is
flawed. In many cases my strength
proves to be my great weakness be-
cause my dependency falls on what |
know, what | can do, and what | can
accomplish instead of the Lord. On
the other hand, my weaknesses prove
to become my strong points because |
must rely on the Lord to be the source
of my strength to carry out what is
before me. At such times | am hum-
bled and not assuming, uncertain and
not presuming, cautious and not over-
confident (2 Corinthians 3:5; 12:5-12).

It was after the expansion that
the Lord divided the waters from
above the firmament and below it
(Genesis 1:6-10). Without the water
there would be no mist. It is clear that

water was another important ingredi-
ent for life, but it had to be tempered
in order to function in a cycle that
would replenish God'’s creation. It had
to be contained within borders (land)
to avoid continual flooding, it had to
be channeled to ensure growth, and it
had to be kept pure to ensure the re-
plenishment of the body, the cleans-
ing of the soul, and the revival of the
spirit.

As believers we have been given
the rivers of Living Water, the Holy
Spirit. He is the mist within our soul,
the river from below that flows up
through our spirit to bring forth fruit,
and the water from above that baptiz-
es us with power. It is the Holy Spirit
who regenerates our spirit, tempers
our soul so that our lives can bring
forth fruit, cleanses and refreshes the
inner man, and sanctifies our life to
bring glory to the Lord. The fountain
He springs forth from brings salvation,
His flowing ways lead to truth, and His
abiding presence opens the way to
the abundant pastures in God’s Word
for us to feed upon (John 7:37-39;
16:7; Acts 1:4-8; Galatians 5:22-23;
Titus 3:5; 1 Peter 1:2; 1 John 2:27).

We are to walk as children of
light (1 Thessalonians 5:4-10). This
will ensure our fruits will be attractive,
nourishing, and abundant. There are
two types of fruits: the fruit of the Spir-
it and the fruits produced in the har-
vest field. The fruit of the Spirit will
reflect the life of Christ, drawing peo-
ple to Him. The fruit in the harvest
field will be souls that encounter the
work of the Lord through His Spirit
and saints that will produce fruit unto
eternal life (John 4:34-38; 15:1-8; Ga-
latians 5:22-23).

To walk in the light means we
walk according to the Word of God
(Psalm 119:105). However, it is im-
portant to point out that the Word illu-
minates our steps and not the land-
scape. We can trust that it is leading
us up paths of righteousness, but at
times the darkness of the unknown is
all about as uncertainty nips at our
heels with temptation to either flee the
path at the next crossroad, take
chances by running ahead of the light,
or going back to the darkness of the
old where one will live in a type of
morbid reality of hopelessness.

[, for one, want to be in pace with
the light of God’s Word. | know | must
keep my eyes on the light, regardless
of how bright and far reaching it is.
The Word will temper my walk to re-

main within the plan and work of God,
instill in me patience so | can possess
my soul, and maintain my faith to see
a matter to completion (Luke 21:19;
Hebrew 6:12).

The Holy Spirit is also that un-
seen vapor that is represented by our
breath. Water is very much in the air
and we actually exhale water that
comes from our lungs. It is clear that
air propels water. We know that
breathing is the main evidence that
there is life in us. We take in breath to
live and we exhale breath to exhume
impurities and be able to interact with
our environment.

James 4:14 asks what is your
life, but a vapor that appears for a
little time and then vanishes away.
Man'’s life in this world is greatly lim-
ited by the environment he must inter-
act with. It is an environment that has
been cursed and the shadow that
looms over it is death. It is where the
earthly is temporal and it takes the
breath of heaven to bring forth the
eternal seed of life that was planted in
the spirit of the individual and cultivat-
ed in the soul by the Spirit.

One either has this life or is void
of it but there is no one that can cre-
ate, really imitate, or fake this life. It
soars on heavenly currents above the
claims of the world, speaks of that
which is eternal, is marked by what is
excellent, and manifests itself in the
extraordinary.

The vapor again points to that
breath that comes forth. In the heat of
the day, you can hear it, in the winter
you can see it, in the fall you can ex-
perience it in the changing environ-
ment, and in the spring, you can feel
its refreshing qualities. It is all around
you, being taken from without, flowing
within, and being once again released
to be consumed by the unseen cycle
of life.

This brings us to the mist of fog.
Fog occurs when the warmer ground
temperature collides with colder air
temperature. In a sense it creates its
own weather fronts. The fog can set-
tle in a small area or it can captivate a
whole countryside. It has different lev-
els of intensity in operation that can
challenge you in various ways as you
make your way through it.

As Christians we have many dif-
ferent weather fronts to deal with;
however, when it comes to spiritual
fog it presents its own challenges.
This cloudy mist has always fascinat-
ed me. In the right environment it cre-




ates a suspenseful mood that reminds
me of a movie where the bad guy
could jump out at any moment, but on
the other hand it can lay like graceful
curtains at the edge of canyons and
rivers to bring a type of beauty that
can cause awe.

The truth is fog can be made up
of various curtains. Some are white
clouds that create a type of wonder-
land, but as you enter into them, they
can become gray. They may allow
you to see some of the landscape,
while at others times they only allow
you to see just feet ahead, and in dan-
gerous situations you may not see
even a foot in front of you.

Once you head into the fog it can
part like a curtain, but at the same
time it has a clever way of directing
the light. It may fragment the light in
different directions, often perverting
what you are seeing as you look into
it. The more you challenge the fog the
more you realize it is temporary and
that it will soon give way to the pene-
trating light of the sun.

As a believer the one thing that
causes fog in my spiritual life is incon-
sistency in my spiritual walk. The fruit
of inconsistency is confusion. Confu-
sion points to indecision. For Chris-
tians, confusion means their flesh
could be warring with their spirit as
they are wavering in their faith, sec-
ond guessing what they are to do be-
cause nothing is making sense, and
wrestling with their now mounting op-
tions. They find themselves becoming
double-minded as the weather of their
spiritual life turns foul as the fog thick-
ens.

The reason for this battle is that
our journey towards God starts from
some emotional zeal where we feel
infallible enough that from our peak of
self-sufficiency, we perceive we see
things clearly and have the necessary
commitment and endurance to see
our vision, religious notion, or calling
come to fruition. However, as we get
closer to the challenge or circum-
stance of a matter, the zeal begins to
lift, and we are left with the uncertainty
of what our journey will ultimately cost
us in the end.

As we enter the fog of confusion,
we feel ourselves teetering on the
abyss of destruction as our focus is
diverted away from what we started
out knowing to uncertainty that we are
even in the right way. We often take a
detour to the nearest plateau as we
wrestle with the problem on a logical

level and not a Biblical one. We seek
advice from those who will placate our
knowledge and not from wisdom
above. We say we want the truth, but
not the absolute truth of God’'s Word
that can’t be somewhat watered down
or adjusted to fit our mood or secret
desires.

It is on plateaus of misty flats that
we can find some peace and relief as
we parlay with worldly compromise,
justify fleshly ways, and console our-
selves that at least we tried. However,
the truth is we didn’t try; rather, we
surrendered to the confusion instead
of walking in and through the fog.
Faith towards God is what allows us to
endure the fog, the Word of God is
what keeps us on the right track, and
a sincere love for God is what moti-
vates us forward until the Sun of
Righteousness parts the curtains of
confusion.

We definitely live in a dark time
but my concern is that Christians on
the last leg of their race, will fail to
trust God to enable them to walk
through mist of darkness, trust Him to
lead them through the fog, and be as-
sured that He alone will bring them to
the finish line of eternity. We need to
remember, just as our life is a vapor,
likewise fog is a vapor that in due time
will lift, allowing us to see the beauty
of God’s work on the landscape of our
soul. T

QUOTABLES

“We are so afraid of being criti-
cized, ostracized, or marginalized that
we oftentimes unintentionally make
our presentation of Christ sound like
something that can be taken or left
with no consequence. Too often we
fail to speak the Word as if we our-
selves believe it and are fully persuad-
ed. Just because there are unethical
men and women who use slick verbi-
age or emotional manipulation to pres-
sure a person into making a
“profession of faith,” that does not
mean that we should go to the other
extreme and preach the gospel timidly
and apologetically. It would almost be
better not to share the gospel at all if
you lack conviction.” - Lynette Hughes

“We are not diplomats but proph-
ets, and our message is not a compro-
mise but an ultimatum.” - AW. Tozer

“Have you no wish for others to
be saved? Then you are not saved
yourself. Be sure of that.” — Charles
Spurgeon

UNEQUALLY YOKED
By Joshua Arnold

If you are an unmarried Christian
who eventually settles for someone
that you are unequally yoked with,
you are settling for someone who will
not pray to God about you or for you,
someone who leans on their own car-
nal understanding to help solve your
spiritual problems that require spiritu-
al understanding and solutions,
someone who hates more than any-
thing the One whom you love more
than anything, someone who thinks
you're infinitely foolish for following
the One who is infinitely wise, some-
one who loves their sin more than He
who knew no sin.

You are settling for someone
whom you cannot expect to thank
God for you nor see you as a gift from
God, someone who does not under-
stand any spiritual matter you speak
of and sing praises of, someone who
does not see the spiritual beauty you
see and are captivated by.

Your identity is in Christ, and so
settling for someone who does not
know Christ is the same as settling for
someone who will not know you as
you ultimately truly are, and therefore
will not be able to love you as you
ought to be loved, since we cannot
love right what we don’t know right.

Settling with being unequally
yoked is settling with disobeying God,
and hurting your own Christian wit-
ness. It is true that there have been
Christians who disobeyed God in this
way, and God still used them to save
their unbelieving partner. God is most
merciful and gracious, and uses our
weakness and evil deeds to accom-
plish His glorious will in gathering the
elect. But we do not have the right to
take God’s mercy and grace for grant-
ed. God has made many more Chris-
tians suffer miserably for the rest of
their lives in their unequally yoked
marriages.

The LORD has scolded some of
His children for decades over this
very sin, and never saved the unbe-
lieving partner. Part of those disobedi-
ent Christians’ chastisement was
growing close to someone for many
years, and then watching them die in
their sin, outside of Christ.

“If Jesus had preached the same
message that ministers preach today,
He would never have been crucified.”
— Leonard Ravenhill




WHERE ARE WE?
(PANIC, POLITICS WITH PURPOSE
AND PRAYER)

By Jeannette Haley

“And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul:
but rather fear him which is able to
destroy both soul and body in hell.” —
Matthew 10:28

It's interesting to watch people
and how they respond to bad news
and insane mandates that are based
on the old tried and tested lies that it's
“science,” or “the law,” or “for your own
good,” or “it’'s your duty.” Fear and guilt
are the most powerful control mecha-
nisms on earth, and every cult leader
knows it.

Personal pranks are one thing,
but global pranks, or hoaxes, are
something else! People suffer and die,
economies collapse, personal property
and freedoms are lost, and the faith
and patience of the saints is severely
tested. I've never been fond of pranks
or pranksters, but this current evil end-
days’ series of pranks foisted on an
unsuspecting world by Satan, the fa-
ther of lies, and those whom he con-
trols, has been, and is designed to de-
stroy “life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.” Our economy, social or-
der, way of life, and freedom to gather
and worship God is under attack with
the goal of destroying America as a
nation. Actually, as | write this, more
proof has just come in from a Chinese
virologist whistleblower that it is bio-
warfare originating with the CCP mili-
tary, and with the help of eugenicist Dr.
Fauci, and the communist media, they
‘hoaxed” the whole world. This plot
may have been just another plot by the
Chinese communists to destroy Ameri-
ca so they can rule the world, but it
goes even deeper and higher than the
communists. The plan to depopulate
the entire world until there are only
500,000,000 people left that the “elite,”
Satanist, globalists can control has
been in the works far longer than most
people are aware of.

If you’re reading this and think I've
“gone around the bend” may | remind
you that this fact has not been hidden,
nor has it been kept out of plain sight.
In fact, it’s literally carved in stone and
you can read all about it on the Inter-
net. For example, the Georgia Stones
were put into place covertly, and un-
veiled on March 22, 1980. The plans
spelled out on these huge stones are

in line with the goals of the Club of
Rome and the United Nations such
as: Dramatically reducing the popula-
tion of the world, promoting environ-
mentalism, establishing a world gov-
ernment, and promoting a new spiritu-
ality. Sound familiar?

The good news is, no evil plots
contrived in heaven, or on earth, or
beneath the earth can be unknown to
JEHOVAH GOD. Therefore, does this
mean that the Church should remain
ignorant, indifferent, distanced and in
large part, fast asleep? NO! If God
wanted His people to be ignorant, un-
involved, and unprepared for such a
time as this He would not have fore-
warned us of these times in His Word.
Now that the inhabitants of the world,
including  Christians, are being
pushed, pressured, prodded and pro-
hibited from normal living, working,
and worshipping the initial fear that
ushered in a global panic is finally
turning into anger.

Having said all that, however,
there are still a large number of both
misinformed, or uninformed people
who are either fearful or in a full panic.
Living in fear is counterproductive,
and giving way to sheer panic de-
structive. Christians are human, we all
are, and when danger or a sudden
threat rises up against us, fear is a
natural emotional reaction. But, an on-
going, ever-present fear of man, fear
of the future, fear of Satan, and fear of
death does not produce a strong and
victorious Christian overcomer. Fear
must give way to faith, “So then faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God” Romans 10:17. It's
way past time to turn off the TV and
other media devices, and delve into
the Word of God, and then receive it,
believe it, and live by it.

I’m sure most of us can relate to
how the children of Israel felt when
they saw Pharaoh and all the chariots
and horsemen of Egypt marching to-
wards them when they had no place
to flee. We read in Exodus 14:10 that
they were “sore afraid.” Why did God
allow them to end up “between a rock
and a hard place?” One reason is be-
cause God wanted them to learn to
depend on Him, and not man. The
panic they experienced resulted in
just such a response because in that
same verse we read, ‘the children of
Israel cried out unto the LORD.” We
read in verse 18 the second reason
God allowed this seemingly impossi-
ble situation, He said, “And the Egyp-

tians shall know that | am the LORD,
when | have gotten me honour upon
Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon
his horsemen.”

Oh fearful, fainting heart! In such
a time as this, should not the LORD’s
people raise their voices and declare,
“The LORD is my strength and song,
and he is become my salvation: he is
my God, and | will prepare him an
habitation; my father’s God, and I will
exalt him,” and, “Who is like unto
thee, O LORD, among the gods?
Who is like thee, glorious in holiness,
fearful in praises, doing won-
ders?” (Exodus 15:2, 11.)

Even though the LORD tells us
to not fear what man can do to us, He
does not condemn us for those times
when fear slams against us. Consider
King David who fled for fear of Saul
to Achish, the king of Gath (1 Samuel
21:12) and the prophet Elijah, who
after a great victory over 450 proph-
ets of Baal fled in fear from Queen
Jezebel (1 Kings 19.) Of course, we
know that David wrote 75 Psalms
that encourage our hearts. Psalm 3,
for example, which David wrote when
he fled from Absalom, offers powerful
words of encouragement for us in
these perilous times.

We need to stop, step back and
consider just where all this panic
that’'s gripped the world for over a
year came from. There are many
contributing avenues to this whole
mess, but as children of God we
need to pray for God’s perspective,
and then view world events through
it. In other words, instead of limiting
our scope of vision through our own
narrow mindset where we point an
accusing finger at a particular political
person, party, or president, we in-
stead need to ask God to give us a
love for the truth, the character to
accept that truth, and courage that
enables us to pursue that truth re-
gardless of the cost to our pride and
pre-conceived ideas. After all, most
of what we think and believe, until the
mind of Christ is developed in us, is
merely based on the conditioning of
others and our own faulty opinions.
This is why discipleship is so vital! If
people do not have the right founda-
tion of Jesus Christ and His Word,
and who build instead on the shifting
sand of man’s “fake news,” corrupted
conclusions, and false prophets they
will blindly stumble through life, and
fall into destruction in the end. Prov-
erbs 14:12 says, “There is a way
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which seemeth right unto a man, but
the end thereof are the ways of
death.”

Therefore, we have to get past all
the “politics” and believe what the Bi-
ble tells us concerning who, what,
why, how and where so that we can
come to an understanding and plainly
see, or discern, who is behind global
events that eventually filter down to
local and personal events, what the
goal is, why this is happening, how it
is working, and where it is leading to.
The question is, where is the church?
David Lane of the American Renewal
Project wrote this timely description of
the church: “The chickens are finally
coming home to roost from secular-
ism’s century-long assault on the
American culture, where an illusory,
make-believe world is presently being
propelled by “altered” facts and con-
clusions. All the while hunkered down
behind the four walls of the building
with its trifling subculture, minuscule
footprint in the culture, and firing
blanks, American Christendom has no
detectable ability to address America’s
dissolution and demise, let alone
counteract it.”

He also wrote this timely call to
action: “We the people must come
together and pray! Every church in
America should have a pastor, elder,
deacon, or congregant running for
local office [school board, city council,
county commissioner, etc.] in 2022,
2024, 2026, and thereafter. Jesus’
ekklesia Kingdom assignment from
Matthew 16:18 should be the focus of
American Christendom, with the
standard of measure being such is-
sues as ‘Is our city becoming more
like the Kingdom of Heaven?’ Any
casual observer of American Christen-
dom will easily recognize the great
difference between the modern church
and what Jesus said He would build.
Over the last century Christian leader-
ship collectively moved from produc-
ing and launching leaders into the
public square to merely feeding flocks
of voiceless followers in its increasing-
ly isolated communities. The Church
went from apostolic leadership to pas-
toral leadership. We have arrived at
our kairos, the New Testament Greek
word for ‘the appointed time in the
purpose of God.” In his Gleanings in
Joshua, Arthur W. Pink says this
about it: ‘It would indeed be strange if
we apprehended how that on the one
hand Canaan was a free gift unto Isra-
el, which they entered by grace alone;

and on the other that they had to fight
for every inch of it!”

For your consideration, here is a
quick overview from Joshua Bon-
trager’s online article, “Why Chris-
tians Need to be Involved in Poli-
tics”: God Created Government
(Romans 13:1, 2; 13; Genesis 9); God
Requires Government Officials to
Administer Justice (Romans 13:4; |
Peter 2:14; Genesis 9:6; Proverbs
29:4); God Charges Civil Rulers to
Fear Him (2 Samuel 23:3; Exodus
18:21). Proverbs 29:2 affirms, “When
the righteous are in authority the peo-
ple rejoice.” “As God greatly used
righteous individuals like Joseph, Dan-
iel, Nehemiah, Esther, and Mordecai
in the midst of corrupt civil govern-
ments, so too He can use Christians
today. Those who fear God are best
prepared to be civil rulers.”

The church in America, for the
most part, has lost its light, and its
saltiness. Jesus warned the church at
Ephesus, even after He commended
them for their works, labor, patience,
shunning of evil, discernment, and
perseverance that they had left their
first love. He said, “Remember there-
fore from whence thou art fallen, and
repent, and do the first works; or else |
will come unto thee quickly, and will
remove thy candlestick out of his
place, except thou repent” Revelation
2:5. So what has replaced the “first
love” of the post-modern church in
America? In order to answer that, all
you have to do is “look, listen and
learn;” that is, look at what they do,
where they go, how they interact, and,
yes, how they dress (is it modest, or
sensuous?) Then, listen to what Chris-
tians talk about concerning church,
what they “get out of it,” and “how
good it makes them feel. Is their life
becoming more Christ-like, and are
they overcomers, or are they still
worldly (and sinful) with Jesus merely
“tacked on?” In short is their emphasis
on Christ or on self?

Jesus said He was building His
Church and the “gates of hell shall not
prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18.) 1
Peter 2:5 tells us, “Ye also, as lively
stones, are built up a spiritual house,
an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus
Christ.” As a “holy priesthood” that
“offers up spiritual sacrifices” that are
“acceptable to God by Jesus Christ,”
we cannot partake of “other men’s
sins” (1 Timothy 5:22b), “And have no
fellowship with the unfruitful works of

darkness, but rather reprove them”
Ephesians 5:11.

What has this to do with politics
in America, and the demise of both
the church and our country? It has
everything to do with it! | have only
referred to a few verses from the Bi-
ble, but the truth is, every Word out of
the mouth of God is what we are to
live by TODAY! It wasn’t just written
for people way back in the dusty past,
but it is as relevant for us today as it
was yesterday and will be tomorrow.
That means for the Church of Jesus
Christ to prostitute herself by coming
into agreement with the lifestyles of
homosexuals, or any of the “LGBTQ”
perversions is a deadly defilement.
Neither has God dismissed the
slaughter of the innocents as inconse-
quential, and something that the
Church should remain silent about.
(Now, we know that these things are
not the “unforgiveable sin” but sin it
still is, and a great offense to our holy
God, and needs to be genuinely re-
pented of from a broken spirit and a
contrite heart. Failure to do so will
result in eternal damnation.)

We can claim that we love Amer-
ica and we love the Church, but how
much do we love Jesus? Do we love
Him enough to BE the Church rather
than just play Church? Do you love
Him enough to let Him search your
heart to see if there is anything that
you love more than Him, such as
“loving” the pastor because his ser-
mons make you feel good about your-
self, or loving the social life of the
Church more than fellowshipping and
walking with the Lord daily and obey-
ing His commandments? Do you truly
worship Him in the “beauty of holi-
ness” or do you worship the worship?
Do you hunger and thirst for more of
Jesus, or are you a pleasure seeker
who has found the same kinds of fun,
friends, excitement, entertainment
and pleasure in your church as the
world offers? If so, here is what God
says to you: 1 Kings 18:21, “...How
long halt ye between two opinions? If
the LORD be God, follow him: but if
Baal, then follow him....” Isaiah 29:13,
“Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch
as this people draw near me with their
mouth, and with their lips do honour
me, but have removed their heart far
from me, and their fear toward me is
taught by the precept of men.” Mat-
thew 6:24, “No man can serve two
masters: for either he will hate the
one, and love the other; or else he will

5



hold to the one, and despise the oth-
er. Ye cannot serve God and mam-
mon.” James 1:8; 4:4, “A double mind-
ed man is unstable in all his ways.”
“Ye adulterers and adulteresses,
know ye not that the friendship of the
world is enmity with God? Whosoever
therefore will be a friend of the world
is the enemy of God.” 1 John 2:15,
“Love not the world, neither the things
that are in the world. If any man love
the world, the love of the Father is not
in him.” Revelation 3:15, “I know thy
works, that thou art neither cold nor
hot: | would that thou wert cold or hot.”
Matthew 7:21-23, “Not every one that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but he
that doeth the will of my Father which
is in heaven. Many will say to me in
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy
name have cast out devils? and in thy
name done many wonderful works?
And then will | profess unto them, |
never knew you: depart from me, ye
that work iniquity.” John 14:15, “If ye
love me, keep my commandments.”
Jacques Ellul sums up the why
Christians need to be involved in patri-
otism and politics: “The Christian who
is involved in the material history of
this world is involved in it as repre-
senting another order, another master
(than the prince of this world), another
claim (than that of the natural heart of
man). Thus he must plunge into social
and political problems in order to have
an influence on the world, not in the
hope of making it a paradise, but
simply in order to make it tolerable —
not in order to diminish the opposition
between this world and the Kingdom
of God, but simply in order to modify
the opposition between the disorder of
this world and the order of preserva-
tion that God wills for it — not in order
to “bring in” the Kingdom of God, but
in order that the gospel may be pro-
claimed, that all men may really hear
the good news of salvation through
the death and resurrection of Christ.”
Thus, the duty of the Christian to
stand up, speak up, safeguard and
secure righteousness, ftruth, and the
Constitution is not only valid, but vital
if we are to preserve our God-given
rights, and freedoms, to worship God,
preach the Gospel and live for God.
Indeed, if we obey evil leaders, submit
to unconstitutional mandates, and
meekly succumb to whatever lies we
are told, (whether they be in the
church or in government), we are
denying the Lord who bought us,
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while selling our souls to try and save
our lives. Jesus asked, “For what shall
it profit a man, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul?”
Mark 8:36.

Obviously, if a person is truly a
born again, Spirit-filled Christian, who
has been reconciled to God, he or she
must have a greater purpose for being
here than living and working, plotting
and conniving to “gain the whole
world”. There should be a great dis-
tinction between those who love the
world and those who love Christ. Can
we honestly say that there is much
difference between the goals of the
world and the goals of the organized
church these days? Oswald Cham-
bers, writing on reconciliation with
God, wrote, “Reconciliation means the
restoring of the relationship between
the entire human race and God, put-
ting it back to what God designed it to
be. This is what Jesus Christ did in
redemption. The church ceases to be
spiritual when it becomes self-
seeking, only interested in the devel-
opment of its own organization. The
reconciliation of the human race ac-
cording to His plan means realizing
Him not only in our lives individually,
but also in our lives collectively. Jesus
Christ sent apostles and teachers for
this very purpose— that the corporate
Person of Christ and His church,
made up of many members, might be
brought into being and made known.
We are not here to develop a spiritual
life of our own, or to enjoy a quiet spir-
itual retreat. We are here to have the
full realization of Jesus Christ, for the
purpose of building His body.

“Am | building up the body of
Christ, or am | only concerned about
my own personal development? The
essential thing is my personal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ— “...that | may
know Him...” (Philippians 3:10). To
fulfill God’s perfect design for me re-
quires my total surrender— complete
abandonment of myself to Him.
Whenever | only want things for my-
self, the relationship is distorted. And |
will suffer great humiliation once |
come to acknowledge and understand
that | have not really been concerned
about realizing Jesus Christ Himself,
but only concerned with knowing what
He has done for me. My goal is God
Himself, not joy nor peace, Nor even
blessing, but Himself, my God. Am |
measuring my life by this standard or
by something less?”

What has this got to do with the

state of the world, the church and
politics? The answer is, try to imagine
what the world would be like if the
traditional church had not forsaken
her high holy calling to go out into the
world, to preach the Gospel and
make disciples to the Lord Jesus
Christ, and had kept herself from for-
nication, idolatry, love of money, sa-
tanic heresies, ecumenism, pornogra-
phy, perversions, worldly music,
methods and the “modern” mentality?
Even Joseph Stalin, a former dictator
of the Soviet Union said, “America is
like a healthy body and its resistance
is three-fold: its patriotism, its morality
and its spiritual life. If we can under-
mine these three areas, America will
collapse from within." John Adams
wisely said, "Our Constitution was
made only for a moral and religious
people. It is wholly inadequate to the
government of any other." How right
they both were!

Wake up Church! We are about
to lose our Republic forever. Where
are the pastors who have the cour-
age to stand up, and wake up their
snoozing congregations to the dan-
gerous satanic forces we face? “The
Black Robed Regiment was the name
that the British placed on the coura-
geous and patriotic American clergy
during the Founding Era (a back-
handed reference to the black robes
they wore). Significantly, the British
blamed the Black Regiment for Amer-
ican Independence, and rightfully so,
for modern historians have docu-
mented that: There is not a right
asserted in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence which had not been dis-
cussed by the New England clergy
before 1763.”
www.nationalblackroberegiment.com

The sad truth is many Christians
are not going to wake up until it's too
late, for they have been lulled to
sleep by man’s theories and conclu-
sions that have no foundation what-
soever in Scripture. One example is
the “cheap grace gospel” which guar-
antees that all a person has to do to
be saved and go to heaven when
they die is to “accept” Jesus by quot-
ing a “sinner’'s prayer.” These un-
disicpled, Laodicean types will be
arguing with God on judgment day,
saying, “Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy
name have cast out devils; and in thy
name done many wonderful works”
Matthew 7:22?7 The second reason
most of the Church is still asleep, es-




pecially in America, is because they
have swallowed the rapture-before-
tribulation sleeping pill which has ren-
dered them ineffective, inept, incom-
petent, and indifferent to the reality of
where we really are. God forgive us,
God have mercy on us, God help us!

The question is where are we?
Where are we now that the people of
the world, and the church, have been
blindsided with well-planned, panic-
causing propaganda on a global scale
never before seen? Where are we
now that the unspeakable evil of
whole governments, political leaders,
the high and mighty (and that includes
some super wealthy religious leaders)
with all their riches, power and control
have been, and are, being exposed?
Where we are we now that so much of
what we have been taught for genera-
tions by both the world, and the
church, is proving to be untrue?
Where are we now that biblical proph-
ecies that we “weren’t supposed to
see” are being fulfiled around the
world, by the hour?

In such a time as this, Jesus is
still telling His children that we ought
always to pray, and not to faint. (See
Luke 18.) Paul said, “Pray without
ceasing” 2 Thessalonians 5:17. Jesus
said, “Watch ye, therefore, and pray
always, that ye may be accounted
worthy to escape all these things that
shall come to pass, and to stand be-
fore the Son of man” Luke 21:36. |
don’t know about where you are right
now, but as for me, in my heart of
hearts, I'm praying “on my face” be-
fore the throne of God for, “My soul
followeth hard after thee: thy right
hand upholdeth me” Psalm 63:8. “The
God of my rock; in him will | trust: he
is my shield, and the horn of my sal-
vation, my high tower, and my refuge,
my saviour; thou savest me from vio-
lence.” 2 Samuel 22:3. “GOD is our
refuge and strength, a very present
help in trouble. Therefore will not we
fear though the earth be removed,
and though the mountains be carried
into the midst of the sea” Psalm 46:1,
2. And, finally, in :
closing, one of my
favorite verses, F
Psalm 34:7, “The
angel of the LORD
encampeth round
about them that
fear him, and deliv-
ereth them.” Is this i
where you are? 1 &5

COWARDLY CHRISTIANS
by Lynette Hughes

We are poised on the precipice of
a one-world religion, one-world gov-
ernment, and a global cashless econ-
omy. We are living in a time when our
conservative religious viewpoints and
values are ridiculed and despised.
There are few signs left to be fulfilled
before the advent of the Antichrist and
the False Prophet. Conversely, mil-
lions of lazy, cowardly, carnal Chris-
tians are completely apathetic to this
state of affairs. They're blinded to the
truth, and believe they can coast their
complacent, indifferent derrieres all
the way to the unbiblical pre-tribulation
rapture.

A large majority of the visible
church has come to believe it's no
longer acceptable for a pastor to
preach about certain topics or issues,
such as homosexuality, same-sex
marriage, divorce, pornography, or the
murder of unborn babies every 26
seconds. Not only are these issues
being ignored by the majority of pulpits
nationwide, many leaders and teach-
ers are redefining sin and biblical doc-
trine and declaring boldly their support
for what God forbids, making no apol-
ogies. These reprobate ‘pastors’ are
conforming to political and cultural
pressure and encouraging their con-
gregations to compromise with the
world and disobey God’'s will as re-
vealed in Scripture.

Why is this happening? First,
many Christians have given up their
values in order to conform and show
compassion for the world and their
beliefs. Some have given up their be-
liefs because it could cost them oppor-
tunities to advance on the job or it
could cost them a friendship or loss of
a beloved family member. The world
confronts us every day in the class-
room, the work place, the media —
through television, internet and music
— to give up our beliefs. As a result,
many professed believers in Christ no
longer recognize authentic biblical
preaching, and have accepted the lib-
eralism of the world.

The underlying reason most spir-
itual leaders avoid controversial sub-
jects is because they are people-
pleasing-cowards who cater to the
voice of the people rather than listen
to the voice of God. How much deeper
into the abyss of depravity must we
fall before we rouse ourselves out of
our apathy and cowardliness?

Where is our courage? Courage
is not the absence of fear; it is the
overcoming of fear. Courage is saying
and doing the right thing regardless of
the earthly cost. Aren’t we filled with
the Holy Spirit? If we're afraid of the
cost, why did we ever decide that we
would pick up the cross and follow
Jesus? Jesus never said we could
carry it until we reach a rough place
or a pot hole in the road. He says we
must carry it all the way to the finish
line! ¢

CHALLENGING QUOTES

“The attitude of the average
Christian today is relax and be rap-
tured. But He is coming... and when
God gets angry you’ve no idea what it
is. Like a thousand volcanoes explod-
ing. He has appointed a day in which
He is going to judge the world and the
poor blind world doesn’t know much
about it and the poor blind church
doesn’t think much about it now.” —
Leonard Ravenhill

“It is not our business to make
the message acceptable, but to make
it available. We are not to see that
they like it, but that they get it.” — Dr.
Vance Havner

“How shall | feel at the judgment,
if multitudes of missed opportunities
pass before me in full review, and all
my excuses prove to be disguises of
my cowardice and pride.” — Dr. W. E.
Sangster

“Oh my friends, we are loaded
with countless church activities, while
the real work of the church, that of
evangelizing and winning the lost, is
almost entirely neglected.” — Oswald
J. Smith

“I'd rather have people hate me
with the knowledge that | tried to save
them.” — Keith Green

“God save us from living in com-
fort while sinners are sinking into
helll” — Charles Spurgeon

“Evangelism is not a professional
job for a few trained men, but is in-
stead the unrelenting responsibility of
every person who belongs to the
company of Jesus.” — Elton Trueblood

“Preach abroad....It is the coop-
ing yourselves up in rooms that has
dampened the work of God, which
never was and never will be carried
out to any purpose without going into
the highways and hedges and com-
pelling men and women to come in.” —
Jonathan Edwards




RAYOLA’S Q & A CORNER

Q: “What does it mean to put God to
a foolish test?”

A: To understand the meaning behind
this question, you have to look at the
context in which it was stated. This
was during Jesus’ temptation. Satan
was tempting Jesus at the point of the
pride of life to prove He was who He
said He was by basically jumping off
the cliff. It is clear that Satan was
tempting Jesus to prove He was God
in the flesh by showing that even in
His humanity He had charge over the
angels. It was at that time that Jesus
clearly stated that the Lord, thy God,
Satan’s God was not to be put to a
foolish test.

Keep in mind in Matthew 4:1-11
and Luke 4:1-13 who was being test-
ed to prove He was God. Jesus was
being tested and He was clearly stat-
ing that Satan was not to put the Lord
(Adonai), Satan’s God (Creator) to a
foolish test by insisting He prove His
identity to the devil who already knew
He was the Son of God. We know
Jesus is Creator because of what
John 1:1-5 and Colossians 1:15-16
says. In fact, James 2:19 declares
that the devils know there is one God
by nature and tremble. In the Gospel
of Mark, they were one of the first
ones to declare that Jesus is the Son
of God (Mark 1:17-28)

Remember in the garden of
Eden, Eve was brought into a state of
unbelief towards God when Satan first
tempted her as to the validity of His
one main instruction and warning to
Adam about not eating from the tree
of knowledge of good and evil. The
second test was leveled at God’s
character as to whether He meant
what He said and in the third tempta-
tion, His very intention towards them
was questioned (Genesis 3:1-6). Dur-
ing His temptation, Jesus was being
tempted in the same way as Eve but
with different means. Instead of the
deadly fruit of tree, it was bread and
in the case of the false promise of
being like God, Jesus was being of-
fered the kingdoms of the world by
bowing to Satan in agreement and
worship. Instead of Satan telling Eve
that God did not want them to eat of
the tree because they would be like
Him, implying He would not like the
competition, Jesus was being tempt-
ed to prove He was God.

It is important to note the tempta-
tion Jesus faced was designed from

keeping Him from going to the cross as
God’s perfect Lamb. If He had failed
any test in His humanity, He could not
be the Lamb of God who would take
away the sin of the world. If at any
point, He gave way to even a snippet
or inkling of pride to prove His identity,
He would not be able to present Him-
self without spot and wrinkle when it
came to His inner character. If He had
called the angels to fight His cause to
prove His authority or save Himself on
the night that He was so unjustly ac-
cused to prove His identity instead of
submitting to the way of the cross, He
would have never finished His mission
as OUR Redeemer (Matthew 26:52-54;
John 1:29; 1 Corinthians 5:5-8; 2 Corin-
thians 5:21; 1 Peter 1:20-24).

Testing is a type of proving some-
thing is true. We know from Scriptures
that God does not mind His words or
works from being tested because it will
prove whether they are His or not, for
His Word has been greatly miscon-
strued and His works undermined. He
does not mind the spirit behind some-
thing to be tested because there are
different spirits in operation in the
world, including the anti-Christ spirit
that must be properly discerned. He
does not mind His true servants being
proved because there are many false
workers of righteousness that are
among His sheep, causing much dam-
age (Psalms 95:6-11; Acts 17:10-12; 2
Corinthians 11:3-13-15; Hebrews 3:8-
13; 1 John 4:1-3).

However, when it comes to ask-
ing, requiring or demanding that God
prove He is God, such inquiries show
themselves to be a form of unbelief,
rebellion, or utter contempt for a God
who never changes His mind because
His plan is right and His conduct in all
matters perfect; nor, will He adjust His
Word to cater to self-pity and murmur-
ings, His ways to foolishness, or cease
to be holy because it a consuming fire
towards the things of the flesh and the
world. You never have to prove a
phone is a phone or a bear is a bear, a
man is a man, or a woman is a woman
because they can be nothing else but
what they were designed to be. Like-
wise, you can’t ask God to prove that
He is the only true God when He is
(Isaiah 44:6; 45:18, 22; 46:9). There is
none that can hold His position, create
things in an innocent or perfect state,
maintain consistency in His righteous
ways, and do the impossible in the
midst of the that which operates in a
limited, hopeless realm.

As He told Moses in the wilder-

ness in Exodus 4:14, “| AM THAT |
AM,” He is ever present and the past
and future comes together in who He
is and is lined up to His plan. Since
He is the one true God, He deserves
our total adoration and worship and
does not deserve our contempt be-
cause of unbelief, our smirking and
judgment because of arrogance, or
our disrespect because in the delu-
sion of our foolishness He will not
convince us we are wrong by showing
us He is God. He will not entertain us
with miracles to prove He is real as
Herod requested on the night Jesus
was betrayed or like Satan in the wil-
derness tempted Him to bow down to
certain demands to prove that He
cares about us, for the cross of Christ
has made His commitment and inten-
tions towards us real. Nor, is He like a
“big Sugar Daddy” or a “Santa Claus”
that will make all the wrongs and hurts
in our life alright for us so we can run
back to the old way and settle back
into our nominal, worldly life without
seeing a matter through to the end by
exercising faith towards Him (John
3:16-18; Hebrews 11:6).

It is important to point out that,
unlike us with our selfish motives and
wicked agendas, when God proves
us, it is to reveal our life, attitude, and
faith towards Him. There are those
who state the Lord tells them to do
something but when it comes to the
real time of testing, all of a sudden
God has changed His mind and they
are no longer obligated to see it
through as they scramble to justify
their lack of love, commitment, and
obedience towards Him. There are
others that make bargains with God,
and when all is well, they forget, and
there are some that throw crumbs at
God in hopes He does not recognize
or care that they are surface in their
commitment to Him.

The Lord will never tempt us to
do evil but He will prove us to reveal
our heart towards Him, our level of
obedience, and to humble us so we
can be used in greater ways. If we are
righteous like King David, we will ask
Him at different times to prove our
character and try our hearts to expose
any wicked way in us. If our character
proves steadfast, our lives, attitudes
and conduct will prove all things to be
genuine including our love, faith, and
works as we hold fast to that which is
good (Exodus 16:4; 20:20; Deuteron-
omy 8:2, 16, Romans 12:2, 2 Corinthi-
ans 8:8-9; 13:5; Galatians 6:4; 1
Thessalonians 5:21; James1:13).
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