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FACING THE ELEMENTS
Part 8

THE SMOKE OF OUR TIMES
By Rayola Kelley

This summer we have been
slammed with smoke that has en-
gulfed the terrain around us. My state
of Idaho has had plenty of fires along
with the other western states. At one
time we had as many as 22 fires go-
ing at the same time. Depending on
the direction of the wind will determine
where the smoke ends up settling. It
is not unusual that the currents and
winds cause the smoke from fires to
settle in Oldtown and surrounding are-
as, and it either takes the winds to
blow it elsewhere or the rains to dis-
perse it altogether.

Smoke that resists being parted
for days produces an ominous feeling
in the environment. This feeling re-
minds me of the days we are living in.
It is clear that through bullying some
of our leaders have created an op-
pressive environment where fear is
the taskmaster that keeps people in
line and imprisoned to an insipid men-
tal world that causes them to be para-
noid. They are not able to see the
light of hope that lingers beyond the
smoke, causing their heads to hang
low, their countenance to become
clouded, and their spirits to sag.

It is hard to look up with expecta-
tion when smoke has caused the
beauty around us to become so en-
shrouded that it can’t be observed
and appreciated. It produces a de-
pressing cloud that hangs over minds,
weighs down spirits and enfolds souls
with despair and depression.

When | see smoke engulfing our
countryside | am reminded of the

movie, “Solvent Green.” It was one of
the most depressing movies | had
ever seen, but to me it was a window
into the future. It pointed to the world
being a polluted place where only a
few had prestige, money, and power,
and the rest were peons who never
knew what the sun looked like or the
beauty of creation from flowers to
green fields and blue skies. The peo-
ple went through life without any hope
and they all ate the same thing, some
kind of lifeless, tasteless green crack-
er that turned out to be made from
dead humans.

When people became old in the
movie and were no longer an asset,
they were given an opportunity to bow
out through suicide. The bait that was
used to accept this way out was that
they could see a video of the past
beauty of creation.

Even though many may have
considered the movie unrealistic at
the time, | felt the possibilities for such
a time existing in the future were very
probable. In some respects, the movie
did prove to be a window into the fu-
ture, but the pollution would be a mor-
al one in many ways.

For example, to eat any aspect
of a human is considered to be canni-
balism. Tragically, facts are surfacing
that many of the products we partake
of possesses baby parts including
“vaccinations” and the Covid 19 shots.
What is also disgusting is certain
“‘elites” are trying to replace beef,
chicken, and pork with a substitute
meat that also contains human ele-
ments. | don’t know about you, but the
very thought of such practices repuls-
es me.

The smoky look in the movie was
a representation of smog, with the
intention of giving the appearance that
man’s presence had greatly polluted
the environment. Environmental is-
sues were coming to the forefront in
our nation. This perpetual thick smog
not only hid the countryside, but re-
vealed the depressing state of the
complete oppression of mankind.

It is clear that smog is created by
man. Where there is smog there is
evidence of progression as far as the

industrial arena, but it does create
problems in the environment. Depend-
ing on the industry, it may leave poi-
sonous waste behind, defile water
sources, pollute the air, damage the
countryside, and create a hazard to
people’s health.

Smog for Christians represents
the self-life. The self-life creates a film
over everything. It filters what we see
in order to determine what we under-
stand. The more it reigns the greater
the filter becomes, causing confusion,
fear, anger, and depression.

When it comes to the self-life
progression points to personal
strength. Our strength may allow us to
progress in our life in different arenas,
but it also will pollute our soul be-
cause we are born in a fallen state.
Our strength can also corrupt our lives
with a sense of infallibility, mar our
souls with ruts and indentations of
independence and self-preservation,
and make us resistant to spiritual mat-
ters because we see ourselves being
self-sufficient (2 Corinthians 3:5).

Progression also points to inno-
vation. How many times have you
heard Daniel 12:4 quoted in relation-
ship to today, “But thou, O Daniel,
shut up the words, and seal the book,
even to the time of the end: many
shall run to and fro, and knowledge
shall be increased.” What words were
shut up? We know God’s words are
prophetic, wise, righteous, and truth.
Knowledge alone is neither prophetic
or inspired. It may increase, but with-
out wisdom men become fools. It may
seem agreeable to the world, but with-
out righteousness it is profane and will
become destructive. Man may grow
and possess knowledge about certain
things but still lack truth that will ulti-
mately stand in the end (2 Corinthians
13:8).

Take evolution. Many believe it is
fact, when in reality it is a theory
which is philosophical in nature and
not factual. This is why we are told in
Colossians 2:8, “Beware lest any man
spoil you though philosophy and vain
deceit, after the tradition of men, after
the rudiments of the world, and not
after Christ.” Some believe this vain
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philosophy is truth, but when com-
pared to the actual laws of the uni-
verse it is exposed as nothing but a
heresy, and when you try to fit it in,
you have to adjust or nullify the laws
of thermodynamics. There are those
who have gone to great lengths to try
to prove it, but when the evidence is
thoroughly examined, it is found to be
a hoax.

When you trace evolution back to
it source you realize it is one of the
tenets of a Satanic belief. This tenet
brings you back to the religion of
Communism, the doctrine of Human-
ism and its manifesto, the denomina-
tion of Atheism, the godless ministry
of psychology, the mantra of political
correctness, the exaltation of the few
“‘elite” tyrants over the “ignorant,”
“dispensable” masses, and power
wielded through intimidation, fear, and
death.

We know from history that Com-
munism has never worked and since
it promotes a culture of death where it
robs all initiative, Kills individuality,
and destroys independent thinking, it
will ultimately destroy itself. The Sep-
tember 2021 Prophetic Observer,
points out from 1900 to 1987, 110
million people were killed by com-
munists, while in the 20" and 21°
centuries communism killed approxi-
mately 60 million people and it would
not be surprising if the number ex-
ceeded into the tens of millions.

It is interesting to see how the
wicked religion of Communism works.
Communist regimes turn mass crimes
into a full-blown system of govern-
ment in order to establish an iron fist
of tyranny over the people, but it first
portrays itself as a benevolent nanny
state where all are equal, political cor-
rectness is where all must fit into the
narratives, and flatters with false
promises of happiness that no one
has to carry any weight of responsibil-
ity. All the while it is creating a fragile
reality that will easily divide people
once challenged and resisted, caus-
ing conflict at every level.

It has positioned gurus into high-
er education to indoctrinate, minions
in political places of power to carry out
the agenda, and dispensable pawns
to do its dirty work. It creates man-
made crises that will be solved by the
masses giving up some right, while
offering up the sacrifice of the inno-
cent to the devil, in the guise of equal-
ity, all the while defaming everything
that has been deemed sacred by
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God. This is the great spiritual smog
that is oppressing many. It simply
proves that any of man’s progression
that is void of God, always ends in his
digression into the worst atrocities
imaginable.

Today many claim to believe in
science and imply that it will save
them. Their confidence is based on
what they consider to be the facts that
are often muddied. As in the case of
evolution, how many times have we
heard, “Just give me the facts.” Since
the matters of God are not tangible
and are activated by faith, they be-
lieve His record is a myth. The prob-
lem with modern-day science is that
there is no one source considered to
be truth to test the facts. Those who
operate in the scientific world often
adjust their so-called “facts” according
to their smudged narrative. It is not
unusual for scientists to disagree with
each other as they present their sup-
positions.

The problem with science is that
it now needs to be saved from those
who use it to promote evil agendas,
as well as from the revolutionists who
are activists promoting propaganda
that has been labeled science such as
“climate change.” Science must also
be saved from those who are using it
in the political world to passionately
justify their deceptive claims and de-
structive policies with unwarranted,
unproven “scientific” predictions.

The latest example of tyranny is
that of medical tyranny that is being
used by tyrannical governors and
mayors and CCP (China Communist
Party) to cause the world to come into
line with a financial reset that will ben-
efit them and ultimately make those of
CCP the leading dictators of the
world. This insistence for people to
comply with so-called “medical sci-
ence” which is not backed up by facts
and is leaving death and mayhem
behind, are inhumane, unconstitution-
al, and insane.

As Christians we have one
source to test all information and that
is God’s Word. It is truth and it will not
change, and even though man tries to
use it, adjust it, abuse it, or negate it,
it remains what it is: TRUTH. It some-
thing does not line up to it, it must be
considered error, heresy, or foolish-
ness that finds it origin in unbelief.

Today we are seeing great na-
tional corruption being exposed. The
present political environment has
caused a smoky haze to envelop

souls as the grave darkness of evil is
being hidden under the thick cover-
ings of deception, propaganda, tyran-
ny, death, and destruction. We are
told that the earth will spew out such
corruption and what we are learning is
that man has created machines to use
weather as a weapon against humani-
ty to bribe, control, manipulate, and
depopulate. God’s Word also has
something to say to these individuals
and that those who destroy the earth
will be destroyed by Him (Leviticus
18:25; Revelation 11:18).

The machines that are being
used are HAARP (High-frequency
Active Auroral Research Program)
and DEW (Direct Energy Weapon). A
short explanation of HAARP is that it
is an electromagnetic device used for
modification of the weather and war-
fare. Did you note the last part? It is
used for warfare. | first heard about
this machine when certain individuals
in the government were complaining
that Jimmy Carter gave Russia a
HAARP machine when he was presi-
dent.

Today this machine is being
used by evil rulers and organizations
to either blackmail a city or country,
punish them if they will not comply, or
bring destruction to them if they re-
fuse to go along with their evil plans. It
causes such abnormality in weather
that it is obvious that things are not
right, but sadly many are blaming God
for the weather phenomena. God is
allowing, it but man is behind it to gain
world control.

The other day | was watching on
a map how the HAARP machine
moved much needed rain away from
California while escalating the storm,
Ida, into a hurricane. In fact, there
was evidence that they were setting
bombs off in one of the storms in the
Atlantic to heighten its strength. What
we are seeing is flooding in one area
and drought in another area

We even saw snow falling in Bra-
zil after the large protest against cor-
rupt governments and mandated vac-
cines, along with rain dumps, where
large quantities of water were literally
being dumped in different areas caus-
ing enormous flooding. We are also
told that this frequency machine is
used to set off earthquakes such as in
the case of Haiti.

Another means they are using to
control the weather are chem-trails. In
fact, according to a report | heard,
both the HAARP machine and the




chem-trails were used in the weather
disaster that struck Texas last Febru-
ary, leaving 210 dead. Some of the
byproduct left behind was not natural
snow. In fact, it would not melt.

We know that man-made fires
have been set. Apparently, certain
individuals from a group have planted
filled gasoline cans with an igniting
device in the forests around our area
that can be easily set off by an unsus-
pecting passerby. Last year when we
were traveling to Coeur d’Alene we
saw where someone had started at
least three fires along Highway 95.
There are also the DEW’s (Direct En-
ergy Weapons) that are used to start
fires.

We actually witnessed in two vid-
eos fire being deliberately beamed
down into wooded areas by this tech-
nology. In one video the fire appeared
out of the sky and in the other fire was
being disbursed from some type of
aircraft, and it burns in a straight line.
The fire from the “beams” contains
enough heat to melt tires and destroy
whole communities. As a result, those
who investigate these fires have to
admit they were intentionally set,
thereby, classifying it as arson. In fact,
we had such a fire occurring not far
from us. If what | see about the DEW
machines is correct, it is not just an
arsonist setting fires, but an outright
attack.

Where there is smoke, there
must be some evidence of fire. Fire
purges the countryside, rendering an-
ything into its path into charred re-
mains or into complete dust to either
harden like cement when wet enough
or be easily blown away by winds. In
some cases, the charred remains be-
come the means in which the soil can
be replenished. The truth is God nev-
er wastes any event when it comes to
creation.

Everything in creation returns
back to the earth to somehow refur-
bish it. This is so true for the lives of
the saint. God never wastes any event
that comes our way. He takes the
challenging times and establishes us
even more so on what is true, uses
losses to refine our character in great-
er ways, as well as adversity to en-
large our faith, and suffering to perfect
us for the glory yet to come.

Regardless of man’s involvement
in weather, it will give us insight into
where we are spiritually. We must ask
ourselves, how is it that man has
gained such a foothold that he now

controls the weather according to evil
agendas? As the saying goes, in order
for evil men to advance, it requires
good men to remain silent, asleep,
afraid, or indifferent.

This begs the question, “Where
are good men to be found?” In my life
| have met many decent men. They
basically want to provide the best life
for their family, be helpful to their
neighbor, be a responsible citizen, and
do right in their community. | have met
some passionate men who speak of
noble causes, tread into uncharted
territories and defy the odds. Howev-
er, decent men are not righteous men.

Righteous men have a calling,
vision, commission, and authority.
They are prepared to guard what is
right, stand against what is wrong,
intercede on behalf of the vulnerable,
and become a bulwark against the
powers of darkness. They do not look
for a fight, but if the enemy takes aim
at them, they will not plead with it, try
to make peace with it or turn their
back on it. They know who they are in
Christ and have been enlisted as sol-
diers and are on active duty until given
notice otherwise.

Righteous men have been
through the fires, and the smoke that
ascends from their life is not that of
smog or haze, but of holiness. In
Scripture, fire pointed to purging, but
the smoke that ascended from the
purging pointed to holiness. Holiness
speaks of transparency after that
which is profane has been consumed
or removed from the equation.

Both fire and smoke are found in
the Bible. They are associated with
Mount Sinai in Exodus 19-21 when the
Law was given to Moses. They are
linked to the Altar of Burnt Offering
and the Golden Altar or the altar of
Incense in the temple in Exodus be-
ginning in chapter 25. No doubt these
two elements were both present when
it came to the Candlestick in the Holy
Place. Another aspect of the spiritual
life that entailed the fire and smoke
were the sacrifices.

A sin and trespass offering on the
altar simply pointed to the wages of
death being paid. The question was
would the wages be accepted so that
the person would know that his sins
were atoned for. The only thing that
proved whether the sacrifice was suffi-
cient enough was when the fire was
put to it (Leviticus 1-6).

A sacrifice consumed on the altar
by fire was a sign that the offering was

approved and received as a price for
atonement. It would cover the sins of
a person, sins that kept them from
approaching God to worship Him in a
manner worthy of His consideration.

When it came to the burnt offer-
ing, once the fire was put to the offer-
ing and it was being consumed, the
smoke would indicate that all that was
associated to sin had been ad-
dressed, confirming it was indeed an
acceptable sacrifice, worthy of God’s
acceptance. In the meal offering it
was both the smoke and the frankin-
cense that reached God’s throne.
Frankincense represented righteous-
ness. On one hand the smoke was
symbolic of God’s holiness while
frankincense was a type of righteous-
ness that could enfold man, once sin
was addressed.

As you can see this subject
could go on for pages, but we know
that Jesus became the sacrifice that
took away our sins. The Spirit of God
was the fire in His soul, the anointing
the Holy Perfume (frankincense was
one of the main ingredients of the
perfume) upon His life, the fervency
of His mission as the Lamb of God
symbolized the heat that sustain his
passion and vision, and the smoke
the purity of His love, the transparen-
cy of His acceptable sacrifice, and the
light of His life.

Our life is giving off some type of
smoke as we feel the fiery trials of our
times and the heat of temptation es-
calating, and the question is, is the
smoke coming from a life polluted
with of the self-life or is the very fra-
grance of the life of Christ coming
forth as sacrifice of praise, laced with
thankfulness and being lifted up with
the wings of expectation on the cur-
rents of acceptable worship (2 Corin-
thians 2:15-16; Hebrews 13:15-16)? t

Quotes of Dr. Noah Hutchings

“I think of the number sixty-six as the
halfway house to 666, when a man
will declare himself to be God. It has
been said that if there were no God,
then man would either have to invent
one or make himself God. The atheis-
tic, evolutionary humanism of today is
the religion of man worshipping him-
self. The sixty-six books of the Bible
declare the true Creator to man, but
when man does not accept the God
of the sixty-six books of the Bible, he
again turns to the image that Nebu-
chadnezzar erected on the plain of
Dura.”




THE INSTRUMENTS OF GOD
By Jeannette Haley

“But God hath chosen the foolish
things of the world to confound
the wise; and God hath chosen the
weak things of the world to
confound the
things which are
mighty; And
base things of
the world
and things
which are not,
to bring to
nought things
that are:
That no flesh should glory in his
presence.” — 1 Corinthians 1:27-29

Back in 1961, the year | graduat-
ed from High School, there was a
stage musical called “Stop the World, |
Want to Get Off.” | have to admit, |
never saw it, and don’t know anything
about it, but there have been times I've
quoted the title. Especially lately. As
far as I'm concerned, what the world is
experiencing right now is one huge
“roller coaster ride” that could be aptly
called “The Terror Express of the
Night” or something like that. | have to
admit, I've never been on a roller
coaster ride either, nor have | ever de-
sired to be on one. There’s just some-
thing about all the ups and down’s,
twists and turns, jerking and lurching
accompanied by a churning stomach
and uncontrollable screaming that's
just totally unappealing to me. The
thing is, you can choose not to get on
board such a harrowing “ride,” but for
all of us who are trying to hang on and
“ride it out” in this world, we have no
choice in the matter. Furthermore, as
Christians, suicide is not an option!

Since Psalm 139:16 says, “Thine
eyes did see my substance, yet being
unperfect; and in thy book all my mem-
bers were written, which in continu-
ance were fashioned, when as yet
there was none of them” surely that
must mean God has a reason for why
you and | are here. Were we really
born for “such a time as this?” In Es-
ther 4:14, we read, “For if thou alto-
gether holdest thy peace at this time,
then shall there enlargement and deliv-
erance arise to the Jews from another
place; but thou and thy father's house
shall be destroyed: and who knoweth
whether thou art come to the kingdom
for such a time as this?” All Israel knew
that Esther was indeed placed by God

in the palace in Shushan at just the
“right time.” That palace, by the way,
has been discovered by archaeolo-
gists and you can read about it on the
Internet.

What those of us who are born-
again believers need to remember is
that we are instruments in the hands
of God for Him to use, as He so de-
sires, for His glory. Romans 6:13
says, “Neither yield ye your members
as instruments of unrighteousness
unto sin: but yield yourselves unto
God, as those that are alive from the
dead, and your members as instru-
ments of righteousness unto God.”
The problem with over-zealous Chris-
tians is, instead of waiting on the
LORD to plant them where He wants
them to be for His purposes, they run
around in their minds trying to assess
what their “strong points,” talents and
abilities are and where they think they
will best fit, as well as how they can
personally benefit from their self-
chosen field of service. It's tempting to
pick out and focus on someone whom
we want to emulate, either from Scrip-
ture or from Church history, and imag-
ine ourselves becoming just like them,
or perhaps even greater. | know how
that works—I was there myself, many
years ago.

The truth is, instead of choosing
the best looking, the most popular,
educated, or talented, God surprises
us by choosing what we consider to
be foolish, weak, and base just as 1
Corinthians 1:27-29 tells us. God is
looking for those whose hearts are
perfect towards Him. “Create in me a
clean heart, O God; and renew a right
spirit within me” Psalm 51:10. “Thus
saith the LORD, The heaven is my
throne, and the earth is my footstool:
where is the house that ye build unto
me? and where is the place of my
rest? For all those things hath mine
hand made, and all those things have
been, saith the LORD: but to this man
will I look, even to him that is poor and
of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at
my word” Isaiah 66:1, 2.

Today there are a lot of wound-
ed, hurting and broken people in this
world of woe. Some have given up all
hope of God ever using them in any
form of service for Him. But a quote
from Vance Havner that is simple, yet
encouraging, rings so very true. He
said, “God uses broken things. It
takes broken soil to produce a crop,
broken clouds to give rain, broken
grain to give bread, broken bread to

give strength. It is the broken alabas-
ter box that gives forth perfume. It is
Peter, weeping bitterly, who returns
to greater power than ever.” The key
to serving God is not how smart, edu-
cated, gifted, or talented we think we
are, it's how available we are.

Oswald Chambers taught, “God
can achieve his purpose either
through the absence of human power
and resources, or abandonment of
reliance on them. All through history
God has chosen and used nobodies,
because their unusual dependence
on him made possible the unique
display of his power and grace. He
chose and used somebodies only
when they renounced dependence
on their natural abilities and re-
sources.” He also said, “Salvation is
not merely deliverance from sin, nor
the experience of personal holiness;
the salvation of God is deliverance
out of self entirely into union with
Himself. My experimental knowledge
of salvation will be along the line of
deliverance from sin and of personal
holiness; but salvation means that
the Spirit of God has brought me into
touch with God’s personality, and |
am thrilled with something infinitely
greater than myself, | am caught up
into the abandonment of God.

“To say that we are called to
preach holiness or sanctification, is to
get into a side eddy. We are called to
proclaim Jesus Christ. The fact that
He saves from sin and makes us holy
is part of the effect of the wonderful
abandonment of God.

“Abandonment never produces
the consciousness of its own effort,
because the whole life is taken up
with the One to Whom we abandon.
Beware of talking about abandon-
ment if you know nothing about it,
and you will never know anything
about it until you have realized that
John 3:16 means that God gave Him-
self absolutely. In our abandonment
we give ourselves over to God just as
God gave Himself for us, without any
calculation. The consequence of
abandonment never enters into our
outlook because our life is taken up
with Him.”

A good example of this is Abra-
ham’s eldest servant, Eliezer, who
ruled over all that Abraham had. His
name was not even mentioned in
Genesis 24 concerning the important
mission he was to accomplish for his
master, but his example and the spir-
itual applications we can glean from
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this man of faith offer great spiritual
lessons for us. Before Abraham sent
him to Mesopotamia to look for a wife
from Abraham’s own kindred, he was
made to “swear by the LORD, the God
of heaven, and the God of the earth”
that he would not take a wife unto
Abraham’s son of the daughters of the
Canaanites. (See verse 3.) When we
read this part of the story, we can
brush over it and think it was so sweet
and nice of Abraham to want to keep
things “all in the family.” But to do so is
to overlook the great eternal im-
portance of ensuring that no idol wor-
shipper married into the founding of
the “chosen people of the Covenant.”
God told Abraham in Genesis 17:21
before Isaac was even conceived,
“But my covenant will | establish with
Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto
thee at this set time in the next year.”
We do not know how Eliezer
came to be Abraham’s most trusted
servant, but there is no doubt but that
the LORD was guiding them both. We
know that Eliezer possessed the quali-
ties that God requires of His servants
or he wouldn’t have been responsible
over all that Abraham had. In other
words, he wasn’t a “servant” outwardly
while churning with pride and rebellion
inwardly. It seems reasonable to con-
clude that early on in his service to
Abraham, he had humbled himself,
and totally abandoned his own inter-
ests for the interests and well-being of
his master, and he was ready and will-
ing to “swear by the LORD, the God of
heaven, and the God of earth” to carry
out Abraham’s request to the letter.
Eliezer's question to Abraham
reveals how concerned he was re-
garding the success and fulfillment of
this challenging request. In verse 5 we
read, “Peradventure the woman will
not be willing to follbow me unto this
land: must | needs bring thy son again
unto the land from whence thou cam-
est?” This was a good point that any
of us would probably have brought up
because it was no small matter having
to travel great distances riding a cam-
el, and especially for an elderly man.
Concerning how far Eliezer would
have to go, one US Army gentleman
wrote, ‘I have not calculated the dis-
tance from an actual map, but refer-
ences that | have seen indicate dis-
tances ranging between 600 and 700
miles. At an average distance by cam-
el of 25-30 miles per day, this journey
would have taken between three and
four weeks.” No doubt Abraham’s

servant was taking into account the
possibility of having to make two trips
if the first one proved to be unsuc-
cessful. Spurgeon, commenting on
this verse said, “The Lord Jesus Christ
heads that grand emigration party
which has come right out of the world.”
God makes it clear that if we are to be
His instruments, then we must die to
the world. Paul said, “But God forbid
that | should glory, save in the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the
world is crucified unto me, and | unto
the world” Galatians 6:14.

Abraham, however, quickly re-
sponded, “Beware thou that thou bring
not my son thither again. The LORD
God of heaven, which took me from
my father’s house, and from the land
of my kindred, and which spake unto
me, and that sware unto me, saying,
Unto thy seed will | give this land; he
shall send his angel before thee, and
thou shalt take a wife unto my son
from thence” Genesis 24:6b, 7. One of
the principles that Eliezer was yet to
learn is this: when God sends His peo-
ple “from” something, He always leads
them “to” something: there is no place
of returning. For example, God sent
Adam and Eve, after their fall, from the
Garden of Eden, never to return.
When He delivered the children of
Israel from their bondage in Egypt,
they were not to go back to it. God'’s
angels led Lot, his wife and two
daughters, out from Sodom and Go-
morrah, never to return, or even look
back. (We all know what happened to
Lot's wife because she looked back.)
To those who had “forsaken the right
way” Peter wrote, in 2 Peter 2:22, “But
it is happened unto them according to
the true proverb, The dog is turned to
his own vomit again; and the sow that
was washed to her wallowing in the
mire.” These are just a few examples.
Let us praise the LORD for His power
to deliver us from the bondage of sin
and Satan. “Giving thanks unto the
Father, which hath made us meet to
be partakers of the inheritance of the
saints in light: Who hath delivered us
from the power of darkness and hath
franslated us into the kingdom of his
dear Son” Colossians 1:12, 13.

In Genesis 24:10-14, we read
that Eliezer took ten camels, loaded
with goods, and departed to Mesopo-
tamia, unto the city of Nahor where he
made his camels to kneel down with-
out the city. by a well of water. He
knew that since it was evening the
women would be going out to draw

water, There he began fervently pray-
ing to the Lord so that he would know
whether his journey was prosperous
or not. How beautiful it is to read,
“And it came to pass, before he had
done speaking, that, behold, Rebekah
came out, who was born to Bethuel,
son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor,
Abraham’s brother, with her pitcher
upon her shoulder” Verse 15. Eliezer
was learning what it is like to have the
God of heaven and earth answer
prayers of faith before he even fin-
ished praying! [Isaiah 65:24 says,
“And it shall come to pass, that before
they call, | will answer; and while they
are yet speaking, | will hear.”

The following quote from Oswald
Chambers may possibly best describe
where Abraham’s servant was spiritu-
ally when his prayer was so quickly
answered: “Faith is deliberate confi-
dence in the character of God whose
ways you may not understand at the
time.” After “everything fell into place,”
no doubt Eliezer's heart was filled
with thanksgiving and joy. He said,
“Blessed be the LORD God of my
master Abraham, who hath not left
destitute my master of his mercy and
his truth: | being in the way, the LORD
led me to the house of my master’s
brethren” verse 27.

While the story of Eliezer can
serve as an example to us of humility,
honesty, trustworthiness, genuine
love and loyalty, and other character-
istics such as industriousness and
productivity as a faithful servant who
spent his entire life serving and hon-
oring his master, the spiritual aspect
of this instrument of God is amazing
for Eliezer is a type of the Holy Spirit.
Abraham, the father, sent his servant
to find a wife for his son, Isaac,—the
one who in figure has already passed
through death and resurrection.

Abraham’s faithful servant did
not go empty-handed, but took won-
derful samples of the riches of Abra-
ham and Isaac. So, too, when the
Holy Spirit came down, He also
brought with Him an earnest of the
inheritance that we who hear and be-
lieve receive, for He is the earnest.
When Rebekah said there was room
for him in her father’s house, then the
servant put forth his errand, which
was foremost in his thoughts. “I will
not eat, until | have told mine er-
rand.” (See verse 33.) He did not
speak of himself, but of the one who
sent him, just as the Holy Spirit woos
us to Jesus and reveals Him to us.




“But when the Comforter is come,
whom | will send unto you from the
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which
proceedeth from the Father, he shall
testify of me:” John 15:26.

As with so many of God’s chosen
instruments, Eliezer had no clue that
he was being used of the Lord as a
“type” of the Holy Spirit, just as Jo-
nah’s call as an instrument of God,
and subsequent actions give us a
clear picture of how God can even
use a rebellious prophet to serve as a
type of the death, burial and resurrec-
tion of Christ. There are also numer-
ous valuable lessons and insights we
can gain from this short, but powerful
book.

From Jonah 1:1 we learn that the
word of the LORD came unto Jonah
to “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great
city, and cry against it; for their wick-
edness is come up before me.” It
seems quite obvious that this was the
last thing that Jonah ever wanted to
do, because he hated that city, the
people in it, and their wickedness.
This brings to mind the story of the
great evangelist, David Wilkerson,
whom God called out of Texas to go
to New York City to bring the Gospel
to the street gangs. He would’'ve much
preferred to stay in away from the big
city, and remain in Texas, but he
obeyed the LORD and his story is one
of great courage and inspiration. But
as for Jonah, he was “skating on thin
ice” for Ezekiel 3:18 says, “When | say
unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die;
and thou givest him not warning, nor
speakest to warn the wicked from his
wicked way, to save his life; the same
wicked man shall die in his iniquity;
but his blood will | require at thine
hand.

God was going to use Jonah as
an instrument to be an example of
Jesus, and in more than one way.
When it came to his mission to call the
gentile Assyrians of Nineveh to re-
pentance so that they would not suffer
God’s wrath and perish, he was to be
an example of Jesus whose mission
was to call all of mankind, Jew or
Gentile, to repentance and to be rec-
onciled to God. Sadly, when Jonah
rose up and fled from the presence of
the LORD, he was at that time an ex-
ample of mankind’s rebellion from the
time of Adam and Eve who hid them-
selves among the trees of the garden
from the presence of God, to modern
man who despises the ways of the
LORD.

O Christian! Are you hiding from
the presence of the LORD today? Has
He called you to “rise up and go” for
His Name’s sake, but instead you're
hiding from His presence is some
dead church that no longer proclaims
the full gospel of Christ because it is
offensive to the pride, arrogance, and
self-sufficiency of “carnal Christians?”
Maybe He is calling you to rise up and
go and cry against it. The harvest is
great and souls are perishing, for they
love not the truth. In whatever way
God desires to use you as one of His
instruments of righteousness, do not
fail to rise up and walk in obedience,
because God knows how to get your
attention. It may not be a big fish that
will “get you,” but you can be sure that
whatever it is, you will certainly know.

In Jonah 1:12 we read of Jonah’s
request to his shipmates that they
cast him into the sea so that they
would not perish. The question is, was
Jonah really willing to sacrifice his life
for the salvation of these mariners, or
was he so depressed that he would
rather die at sea than obey the
LORD? If he was indeed willing to die
for them so that they could be saved,
then he was an example of Jesus who
gave His life for the salvation of the
world. One way or the other, after they
realized that all their best efforts to
bring the ship safely to shore were
futile, they cried unto the LORD, ask-
ing for His help, and forgiveness for
what they had to do. After they tossed
Jonah overboard, ‘the sea ceased
from her raging” and the good part is,
“Then the men feared the LORD ex-
ceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto
the LORD, and made vows.” God
used the howling wind and tempestu-
ous sea to cause lost souls to seek
Him for “The fear of the LORD is a
fountain of life, to depart from the
snares of death” Proverbs 14:27.

Jonah thought he had made his
escape from the presence of the
LORD, but God had a big surprise for
him. Verse 17 says, “Now the LORD
had prepared a great fish to swallow
up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly
of the fish three days and three
nights.” Jesus Himself told certain
scribes and Pharisees who asked of
Him a sign that Jonah’s episode was
a “sign” (or “type”). Matthew 12:38-41
tells us, “Then certain of the scribes
and of the Pharisees answered, say-
ing Master, we would see a sign from
thee. But he answered and said unto
them, An evil and adulterous genera-

tion seeketh after a sign; and there
shall no sign be given to it, but the
sign of the prophet Jonas: For as Jo-
nas was three days and three nights
in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son
of man be three days and three
nights in the heart of the earth.”
Jonah’s prayer from the
heart, his witness and testimony in
Jonah 2:1-10 is beautiful, and full of
meaning and truth. After his confes-
sion to God, “the LORD spake unto
the fish, and it vomited out Jonah up-
on the dry land.” Jonah prayed, “out
of the belly of hell” (verse 2). Con-
cerning Jesus,1 Peter 3:18, 19 tells
us, “For Christ also hath once suf-
fered for sins, the just for the unjust,
that he might bring us to God, being
put to death in the flesh, but quick-
ened by the Spirit: By which also he
went and preached unto the spirits in
prison.” (Also see Ephesians 4:9, 10.)

On the third day Jonah was
“resurrected” from the belly of the
fish, and on the third day Jesus was
resurrected from the tomb. (Matthew
17:23; 20:19; 28:1-10; Mark 9:31;
10:34; 16:1-7; Luke 9:22; 18:33; 24:7;
24:46.) We do not know how much
time elapsed between the time that
Jonah was “deposited” on the dry
land and when the word of the LORD
came again unto Jonah the second
time saying, “Arise, go unto Nineveh,
that great city, and preach unto it the
preaching that | bid thee.” This time
Jonah obeyed. Interestingly Jonah
preached that Nineveh would be de-
stroyed in 40 days if the people did
not repent (Jonah 3:4) and Jesus,
after His resurrection, taught the New
Covenant Church for 40 days before
His ascension (Acts 1:3). Jonah
taught that failure to repent of sin
brings judgment, but salvation is a gift
of God (Jonah 3:4, 5-10) and Jesus
taught that failure to repent of sin
brings judgment, but salvation is a gift
of God. (Matthew 5:21, 22; John 5:22
-29; 8:34-36; Luke 24:47; John 3:17;
5:34; 10:19; Acts 2:21).

In summary, Eliezer, Abraham’s
faithful servant, was used as an in-
strument of God to secure the right
wife for Isaac in order to keep God’s
Covenant with Abraham, and Jonah
was an instrument used of God in
many ways, in spite of himself. We
must never limit God to our little theo-
logical “boxes” for God can use any-
thing as an instrument to fulfill His
purpose. Consider a few things He
used such as the famous fish that




God prepared to swallow up Jonah,
preparing this fish to be one of His
“instruments.” As we read through the
Bible, we find many “instruments” that
God used such as frogs, flies, locusts,
lice, Balaam’s ass, hornets, ravens
(that fed Elijah); and in the Book of
Jonah, besides using the weather, He
used a whale, a gourd, and a worm
that ate the gourd in order to teach
him a lesson as well as a “vehement
east wind and the sun” Jonah 4:8.
The lesson here is that God can use
anything He chooses to use. He used
a star to guide the wise men to the
child Jesus. He is the Almighty, the
Majesty in the heavens, Creator God,
maker of heaven and earth, and noth-
ing is impossible for Him. He de-
signed and placed the stars and con-
stellations in complete precision and
uses the stars for “signs.” We need to
look up, open our eyes, and cease
from limiting the Holy One and His
ways for He still uses the foolish
things of the world to confound the
wise, and the weak things of the world
to confound the things which are
mighty; And base things of the world,
and things which are despised, so
why can’t He use you?

Are you willing, right now, to be
an instrument, such as Rebekah was,
ready to answer the Spirit's call, and
by faith be led by Him to the Master’s
house for the marriage supper of the
Lamb?

Its up to you. ¢

WISDOM OF A.W. TOZER

The childish clamor after happi-
ness can become a real snare. One
may easily deceive himself by cultivat-
ing a religious joy without a corre-
spondingly righteous life. No man
should desire to be happy who is not
at the same time holy. He should
spend his efforts in seeking to know
and do the will of God leaving to
Christ the matter of how happy he
shall be.....Go to God and have an
understanding. Tell Him that it is your
desire to be holy at any cost and then
ask Him never to give you more hap-
piness than holiness. When your holi-
ness becomes tarnished, let your joy
become dim. And ask Him to make
you holy whether you are happy or
not. Be assured that in the end you
will be as happy as you are holy; but
for the time being let your whole ambi-
tion be to serve God and be Christ-
like. — The Price of Neglect

THE BOOK OF ENOCH
By Lynette Hughes

Outside of the Ethiopian Ortho-
dox church, there are no biblical schol-
ars or denominations that believes the
Book of Enoch is divinely inspired by
God. The Book of Enoch is also
called: The Book of Enoch (or 1
Enoch), The Book of the Secrets of
Enoch (or 2 Enoch) and The Hebrew
Book of Enoch (or 3 Enoch). The an-
cient manuscript known as the Book of
Enoch is not as much a lost book of
the Bible as it is a bible for the Lost.
For Christians to justify the validity of
the book is evidence of a lack of dis-
cernment and proof of spiritual imma-
turity and how easy it is to fall prey to
the duplicity of the father of all lies.
Sadly, many believers are like the reli-
gious leaders of Jesus' day, who could
tell the difference between superficial
things like pleasant and stormy weath-
er, but not between truth and error.
The book of Enoch mentions "summer
and winter". The seasons did not
come to be until after the flood. (Gen
8:22)

God telling angels (Michael) to
cleanse the earth from sin...not Je-
sus? It is "..the blood of Jesus Christ
His Son" that "cleanses us from every
sin." (1 John 1:7) 7:2 Says the giants
measured 4,500 feet tall. Scripture
tells us Goliath measured 9 feet, six
inches and the last survivor of the
Rephalite giants had a bed 13 feet in
length and 6 feet wide. Apparently
giants were in the land but unlikely to
have been more than 14 feet tall.
10:21 With this cleansing the angels
effect...men will be "righteous". The
Bible says that righteousness comes
from God through Christ. (2Cor. 5:21)
and it is the righteousness of
God" (Rom. 3:22); not angels. Angels
are "ministers" not saviors. (Heb
1:7,14) 13:4 The demons ask Enoch
to intercede for them. Since when? If
anything, Paul informs us that the
saints will "judge" the angels ( fallen
angels). (1 Cor 6:3) 13:7 Mentions the
"land of Dan", Yet at the time Enoch
was written Israel did not yet exist.
18:10-14 Contradicts 2 Peter 2 where
Peter says the fallen angels are bound
in chains of darkness, and Jude says
in darkness as well. Yet Enoch 18:10-
14 describes this prison as containing
“columns of heavenly fire”, and the
place sounds Iluminous, not deep
darkness. 40:9 Says an angel named
Phanuel is set over those who repent

and inherit eternal life. 1st Timothy
2:5 says that Jesus Christ is the ON-
LY Mediator between God and men,
not some angel named Phanuel...
67:1-3 The book states that angels
made the ark of Noah. This directly
contradicts the Bible which states that
Noah made the ark, as God instructed
him to do. For this reason alone, it
has to be rejected as inspired by the
Holy Spirit. 106:2-3 Gives a strange
depiction of the infant Noah as having
eyes the lit up the entire house like
the sun. His laser beam eyes fright-
ened his father Lamech and he fled
from him and told his father Methuse-
lah he resembled the sons of God in
heaven. But the Bible tells us in Gen-
esis 6:9 Noah was a righteous Man
who walked with God, not a heavenly
being.

An important fact to highlight
here is that there are more than one
version of the book of Enoch, howev-
er it is 1 Enoch also known as the
Ethiopic Enoch, that is generally ac-
cepted by those that believe in the
book of Enoch as being the one that
is the original and actual book of
Enoch inspired by God that should be
in the holy scriptures. Earlier
“discoveries” of the book are now
generally regarded as forgeries.

The book of Enoch is not includ-
ed in the Bible we have today, but
there's a good reason for that: Its
message is not in harmony with the
rest of Scripture. It was first discov-
ered in Africa (Ethiopia) in 1773 and
then a fragment was found among the
Dead Sea Scrolls. Tertullian wrote
that the Jews never accepted the
Book of Enoch as authentic and ad-
monished Christians of his time to
reject it as well. It seems foolish in-
deed to suppose that a book written
by a man who existed before the
flood, somehow survived the flood.

Jude 1:14-15 KJV: “And Enoch
also, the seventh from Adam, prophe-
sied of these, saying, Behold, the
Lord cometh with ten thousands of his
saints, To execute judgment upon all,
and to convince all that are ungodly
among them of all their ungodly
deeds which they have ungodly com-
mitted, and of all their hard speeches
which ungodly sinners have spoken
against him.” In Jude, the Holy Spirit
restates a prophesy which Enoch
spoke, and which may have been
common knowledge among the Jews.

Continued Page 8, Column 3




RAYOLA’S Q & A CORNER

Q: “This may sound silly, but is there
a difference between gquilt and convic-
tion?”

A: This is the first time | have been
asked this question, and to me it is a
pertinent one because | think there is
confusion and assumptions about
both of these subjects. The answer is
yes, there is a major and noteworthy
difference between them.

Guilt is a determination and/or
feeling. The concept of being guilty of
something is based on a legal deter-
mination when used in a courtroom
and a moral judgment when it comes
to the conscience. Guilt in the legal
sense happens when one breaks the
law and in the moral sense, it hap-
pens when a person betrays their per-
sonal convictions about what is right
and wrong. In both cases guilt is de-
termined by some type of judgment.

In the courtroom, guilt is relative
and people often declare it is unfair
and refuse to accept the burden of it.
At this point it becomes a debate as
to the legitimacy of that particular law,
whether it is just, fair, and justifiable,
but in the conscience, it is inward
knowledge that a matter is morally
wrong, silencing all debate as to the
legitimacy of it as it remains a rigid
judgment that will not budge from how
it defines and interprets the action. In
the courtroom guilt leads to conse-
quences, but when it comes to the
conscience it ends in condemnation.

As we can see, in the courtroom
when guilt is determined a debt is re-
quired, but in the conscience, it
leaves a matter open ended unless
forgiveness is sought and obtained. It
is for this reason many people carry
around a guilty conscience because
in the gravest sense it is the greatest
type of betrayal.

It is important to point out we all
have a worldview and depending on
what has influenced it becomes a
means of how we judge ourselves
and others in light of moral issues,
beliefs, and behavior. God did put His
moral law into our conscience and for
people to silence it, they must ignore,
resist, and mock it in order to sear it,
producing a reprobate mind (Romans
1:20).

When our worldview is activated
or challenged, it will be quick and de-
cisive in its judgments. When it is di-
rected at others it becomes a board in
the eye and when it is directed within,
it becomes a condemning judge that

is void of mercy and compassion. lts
judgment of others is based on bias,
and prejudicial opinions while its judg-
ment of self is mocking and torment-
ing.

Remember, guilt is a feeling that
is associated with shame, failure, of-
fense, or culpability. The shame is at-
tached to a moral infraction, failure
associated with some type of fiasco,
offense that has been committed on
others, and culpability in dropping the
ball in regard to commitments, oaths,
and honorable obligations. For this
reason, Hebrews 10:22-23 gives us
this instruction, “Let us draw near with
a true heart in full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled from an
evil conscience, and our bodies
washed with pure water. Let us hold
fast the profession of our faith without
wavering: (for he is faithful that prom-
ised.)”

Conviction is the work of the Holy
Spirit (John 16:7-13). He convicts us of
sin in light of the work of Jesus on the
cross. This conviction becomes a type
of knowing in our spirit and if we are
tender towards the truth, the inner
knowing will bring us into agreement
with God’s evaluation about it. It is only
in agreement that we can take on the
same attitude as the Lord towards it
and as we do it, it becomes unac-
ceptable. True agreement will result in
true conversion after ending in repent-
ance brought on by a changed atti-
tude, a heart that has been humbled,
and an about-face in conduct.

People use guilt to get us to do
something contrary to our person and
such guilt is a form of witchcraft. How-
ever, the Holy Spirit convicts, and then
enables us to confront what ails our
spirit and soul. It is from humility we
are given the power to overcome it,
experiencing liberty from its bondage.

The way | look at my conscience
is that it is a yellow light that warns me
to take stock and if a problem is re-
vealed, it will quickly lead to conviction
which is the red light that tells me to
stop and properly deal with it. The
green light gives me the liberty in the
Spirit to advance forward, knowing the
problem was dealt with. t

“There is therefore now no condemna-
tion to them which are in Christ Jesus,
who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of
life in Christ Jesus hath made me free
from the law of sin and death.”
—Romans 8:1, 2

ENOCH, Continued from pg. 7

Jude confirms the first century
prophesy of the judgment that was
coming upon the wicked who cruci-
fied Christ and were persecuting His
church. The point of Jude’s mention
of Enoch’s prophesy was that the
coming of the Messiah and a then
future destruction of ungodly men
was known before the flood. We can
conclude from this scripture that
Enoch was a prophet of God, and
spoke prophesy to the people. But we
cannot conclude from this scripture
that there was ever a Holy Spirit in-
spired book of Enoch. Jude never
claimed to be quoting from The Book
of Enoch, nor does he say ‘it is writ-
ten”, he was quoting what Enoch of
Genesis said, not what the Book of
Enoch said. Jude could have quoted
from any number of sources besides
the Book of Enoch. He could have
been quoting from oral tradition alt-
hough it is more likely he was quoting
from divine inspiration. We should not
assume that the Book of Enoch is the
source quoted by Jude. Even if Jude
had quoted from The Book of Enoch
that would not establish it as an in-
spired work of the Holy Spirit. Paul
quoted from several Greek writers,
such as, Aratus in Acts 17:28, Me-
nander in 1st Corinthians 15:33 an
Epimenides in Titus 1:12. Yet no one
is trying to claim that those quotes
were given by divine inspiration.

Hebrews 5:13-14 tells us that
“....everyone who lives on milk is not
experienced in the word of righteous-
ness, for he is a baby. But solid food
is for those who are full grown, who
by reason of use have their senses
exercised to discern good and evil.”
Until you have been a Christian for a
while, and have reached a level of
spiritual maturity where you can dif-
ferentiate between what is truly in-
spired by God's Holy Spirit, you
would be much wiser to study the
Bible thoroughly and know it from
front to back, in order not to be de-
ceived by the false claims it is the
inspired Word of God. If you choose
to read it, you should read it with
much caution and pray for wisdom
and discernment.

Much of what is written in the
book of Enoch is contrary to Scripture
and historically inaccu-
rate. God will never con-
tradict what is already
contained in His Word.
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