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FACING THE ELEMENTS
Part 4

THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE

CANVAS
By Rayola Kelley

| have been talking about the
elements of the world. We can at
times ignore what is happening
around us when it comes to the
weather and phenomena such as
earthquakes and volcanos but the
reality is that when a weather crisis
comes to our neighborhood, we are
forced to face the elements. We may
have a nervous breakdown, fall down
and cry because of it, stomp our feet
against it in grave protest, throw our
hands up in utter disgust, and give up
in complete surrender to its darkness
of depression and despair. However,
no number of actions will change what
is. There is no one who has earned
the right to be an exception to life’s
cycles, challenges, and disruptions
and what is left is not a bad night-
mare, but the reality of a matter.

In my younger years, | thought
that | was an exemption to the chal-
lenges of life; after all, | was the cen-
ter of my world and could not imagine
such things hitting my life. | selfishly
was content to recognize that such
events always happened to the other
guy, never me. Therefore, in my igno-
rance and naive state, | could not im-
agine great loss occurring to me and
my family.

What | failed to recognize is that
loss was part of my family. It was wo-
ven into its very fiber, but it was so
normal to me that | never recognized
the great cost that was incurring in the
family unit. The losses occurred in
conflicts between family members,
hurt feelings due to misunderstand-

ings, wounded egos, broken hearts,
tormented souls, guilty consciences,
and compromising convictions, all
which sowed nasty seeds of discord
in every crevice. They were not bla-
tant crises but they caused enough
cracks and cuts in relationships that
mistrust took root, bitterness began to
flourish, touchy feelings replaced the
gauge of reasoning, and rights took to
the hills to come out on top as a type
of “king of the hill” as a means to justi-
fy unbecoming attitudes and behav-
iors towards others.

As a family and individuals, we
may have dodged some blatant crisis,
but we ended up with big “elephants”
in the room that always had to be
sidestepped to avoid war. We had
secrets that created certain decay in
attitudes that leavened the relation-
ships with perversion and suspicion.
The things that were to bind us, such
as traditions, were often propped up
by unrealistic expectations of a few
that caused a tug-of-war that often
enough threw mud on the whole
event. Sadly, the potential to have a
wonderful time was squandered be-
cause those with personal agendas,
contrary spirits, and unbecoming atti-
tudes could not simply accept or let
others be, and try to be pleasant re-
gardless of disagreements. As a re-
sult, people were rarely allowed to
enjoy each other, cherish the time
together, and catch nuggets of mo-
ments that could fill a scrapbook with
sweet memories.

| can remember one Thanksgiv-
ing where there was no fighting be-
fore, during, or after our Thanksgiving
dinner. We also had some pleasant
family reunions, but at such times,
those with contrary personalities were
not present to set off a spark or start
some conflict.

| learned that the struggles that
occurred were not a manifestation of
different personalities or real disa-
greements; rather, it was the conflict
that was occurring within individual
souls that always spilled out to the
rest of the family members. This con-
trary attitude always marches in with a
chip on the shoulder, permeating the

room with a bad attitude. It quickly
became clear that touchy feelings
served as a match that, once lit and
put to a fragile tinder pile of the ego,
started a battle, resulting in conflict,
and a war that would sweep others
into its current.

| realize it is hard for most people
to acknowledge that the people in
their families are far from perfect and
that certain dynamics are present that
can cause indigestion, trepidation,
and the unpleasant activity of walking
softly to avoid setting off a minefield.

When we want to avoid the obvi-
ous realities about family members,
we need to remember what Jesus
said about His earthly family to remind
ourselves that the different members
of our family are humans, sinners, and
doomed without the lover of their
souls (Romans 3:23; 6:23). It does not
matter how much we love them, ad-
just our religious attitudes about sub-
jects such as sin, hell, heaven, and so
forth to make a quasi-peace between
our beliefs and them, each member is
either lost or saved based on the type
of relationship they have with Jesus.
This is why Jesus came to save who-
soever will believe.

Jesus was clear that He did not
come to bring peace to a family, but to
bring a sword of truth that will often
cause conflict between family mem-
bers, divide them, and cause separa-
tion. It was for this reason that Jesus
said that our love for our earthly family
must pale in comparison to our love
for Him, and that those who are of His
heavenly family are those who do the
will of the Father. Since we can’t
serve two masters, we must remem-
ber we can’t have divided loyalties
between our earthly family and our
eternal Master. We must guard the
place Jesus must hold in our lives as
Lord, to avoid idolatry, uphold truth to
be realistic about what is going on, let
things be what they are to maintain
sanity, and realize that we can't
change someone’s character, atti-
tudes, and focus. It is God alone who
is capable of changing the terrain of a
soul and we must leave such matters
in His hands. Granted, we can pray,
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avail ourselves to be used, and be an
example of genuine Christianity, but
the Lord is the only one who can con-
vict a conscience of sin, save a soul,
revive a spirit, transform a mind, and
renew the inner character to bring
forth a new creation (Matthew 16:24;
10:34-40; 12:48-50;, Romans 12:1-2; 2
Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 4:22-24).

People remind me of the clouds.
| don’t know about you but for me
clouds set the mood on the canvas of
the sky just as people set the mood in
relationships and homes. We know
the winds carry the clouds and the
breath within man is what allows him
to move, interact, and have his very
being in the physical world (Acts
17:27-28).

We know the cloud is what hous-
es and carries the precipitation to dif-
ferent areas. Job 28:25 tells us that
God makes the weight for the winds
and the waters and in Job 37:16, we
are informed that He knows the bal-
ance of the clouds. In other words, He
is the one who weighs all matters
when it comes to balancing out and
maintaining order in creation. In many
ways creation is a fine-tuned instru-
ment that is aligned to keep in tune
with the Creator. Proverbs 16:2 states
that God also weighs the spirits
(breath) behind man which always
seems clean to man, and that He also
weighs the moral goodness and jus-
tice of man’s actions.

Once again, we see that if God
was uninvolved with the workings of
creation, there would be total chaos,
yet man excludes Him from his life
and finds that chaos abounds, misery
is his lot, despair his companion, and
hopelessness the bitter cup he must
constantly drink from, but he still re-
fuses to acknowledge God. He stiff-
ens his neck against truth and repent-
ance, and as a result he walks around
with a dark cloud upon his soul.

Dark clouds serve as a covering
that can hide the light. Job 38:9-10
makes reference to the cloud as a
garment, a thick darkness, a swad-
dling band to set a boundary in rela-
tionship to bringing forth His workings
in creation. At Mount Sinai, God cov-
ered His glory in a dark cloud. The
darkness of the cloud kept the Israel-
ites at bay, while Moses was beck-
oned to embark into the darkness of
the cloud in order to face the light and
receive the fullness of the Law. He
fasted for seven days before God
spoke. In that darkness, Moses was
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being prepared to hear, to see, and to
receive that which was from heaven.

Sinai was Israel’s Pentecost, and
we see where like Moses those in the
upper room had to first tarry. How
long did the 120 souls wait for the
light and fire of the Holy Spirit to come
upon them in Acts 2? Pentecost hap-
pened 50 days after the Feast of the
First Fruits (Christ's resurrection). Je-
sus was upon the earth in His new
glorified body for 40 days before His
ascension, the number for testing and
trials. That means they waited ten
days. Ten points to perfect order and
can be broken down into (2x5) two
(unity/contrast), fives (grace) that
point to unity upheld by grace or 3
(completion) + 7 (perfection). It is not
unnatural to begin waiting in the un-
known that is shrouded in darkness
as a means to be prepared for that
which will prove completed, after
brought to order that ultimately dis-
plays perfection.

There are different types of dark-
ness. There is the darkness of sepa-
ration. Unrepentant man is separated
from God who is the true light of the
world. A veil is over his mind so he
can’'t see the light of heaven penetrat-
ing through the darkness. There is a
spiritual darkness that is so thick that
unregenerate man gropes in it. He
thinks he sees, yet he fails to see the
great abyss of destruction that is
ahead of him (/saiah 59:10;, Matthew
6: 2 Corinthians 3:7-16; 4:3-5).

There is the darkness of decep-
tion and ignorance. This is where man
can’t see into the spiritual through the
fleshly clouds of the flesh and the
world, because the eyes of faith are
missing. To them their deception is
truth and their ignorance is a form of
light that is confirming their reality.

This is why | look to the clouds
to discern the mood of the day to pre-
pare for the day. Jesus talked about a
wicked generation that simply sought
signs for entertainment but not to dis-
cern the times to be ready for His vis-
itation (Matthew 12:38-39). When |
look above it is not to seek a sign but
to discern the season that we are in.

There are five physical forms of
clouds that vary in their presentation,
making each cloud unique. The num-
ber “five” points to grace and these
five forms of clouds remind me that
everything we have is because of
God’s grace. Mankind may fall into
distinct categories, but like the clouds,
each person is unique and different.

The five forms of clouds are
stratiform sheets, cirriform wisps and
patches, stratocumuli forms (patches,
rolls, and ripples), cumuliform
(heaps), and cumulonimbi towers. As
you consider the form of each cloud,
you can see how they vary in depth
and presentation. Some can be thin,
others can prove to have layers, while
some may reveal such heights that
you realize the depths they could
reach if they decided to settle down
on the terrain. The depth could be all
consuming.

The sheets of clouds point to the
fact that people are often like onions
that have various layers. Depending
on their years, maturity, and choices
will determine the amount and extent
of layers. The heights of clouds point
to the degree of character that a per-
son can have; after all, the height of
the cloud reminds us that it was
formed or established that way. Char-
acter is the one thing that is formed in
us and will establish the type of per-
son we become in the end.

The moods clouds set often
comes down to their color, the way
they move, and their presentation. For
example, some clouds carry a type of
formidable darkness with them that
implies a storm is coming at you. Eve-
ry type of cloud can possess dark-
ness. The truth is every person bears
darkness in his own soul due to the
fallen disposition. Just because a
cloud bears darkness does not mean
it will produce anything that is benefi-
cial. You cannot be certain if such a
cloud will drop precipitation and if it
does, how long it will last. But you
know you better expect the unex-
pected and be ready to seek cover.

In 2 Peter 1:14-22, the apostle
talks about those who forsake the
right way and go astray such as Ba-
laam. The reason they go the wrong
way is because they love the wages
of unrighteousness. Peter referred to
such individuals as wells without wa-
ter, clouds that are carried with a
tempest towards the midst of dark-
ness that is reserved forever for such
people. These individuals may say all
the right religious things, but they are
polluted and it would have been better
if they had never known the truth than
turn back to their vomit.

The wind points to the spirit and
the water to man’s philosophy and
doctrine. As believers we are not to
be carried by the different winds of the
age or the philosophies of the world




but by the Spirit of the Living God, the
truth of God’s Word, and the pure
doctrine of Christ (Ephesians 4:14;
Colossians 2:8). It is important to point
out God directs the cloud, and He di-
rects our lives as well with circum-
stances, challenges, and His Spirit.

Dark, greyish clouds that pos-
sess precipitation are called
“nimbostratus.” They remind me of
those individuals who possess shades
of uncertain grey as far as their atti-
tude and can become dark in their
responses. They are stiff-necked and
often wear a scowl on their face, their
jaw set like steel, their eyes cold and
at times narrow, and their counte-
nance dark, revealing that they are
posed for battle, ready for conflict, and
set for war. They are prepared at any
time to call some tribunal into session
to dump accusations on
“unsuspecting culprits” as a means to
excuse themselves from being civil,
reasonable, and agreeable. They re-
fuse to consider godly submission to
what is excellent, will nhot come into
agreement with what is honorable,
and be obedient to what is right.

These people are set on having
life on their terms and the result is that
they know very little about peace. To
them peace is when everything is lin-
ing up to their way of thinking, placat-
ing their feelings, and giving way to
their foolish notions. Their reward is
that they can prove to be pleasant
when all things are right in their world,
reasonable when everything has
come into agreement with them, and
even nice when they feel good about
themselves. However, they often
leave a bad taste in other people’s
mouths, cause the environment to
become unsettled, and will cause peo-
ple to walk lightly because they do not
know how long their monster of selfish
arrogance will be kept at bay.

Now | direct you to the opposite
type of cloud, the scattered, thin
clouds, cirriform wisp and patches.
The first clouds mentioned are clouds
with great potential but move off
course. The second type of cloud can
be ominous because they are carrying
precipitation with them, but the next
clouds are thin and in places transpar-
ent. They are like individuals who are
thin-skinned due to possessing very
litle character and having fragile
egos. These individuals want to simp-
ly float through life without any real
disturbance.

Such individuals remind me of

King Saul who hid from his calling,
wanting to be popular with the men
more than obedient to God, willing to
compromise if it served his purpose,
and was ready to be compliant upon
paying the consequences, but never
coming to a place of real repentance
and brokenness before God. In the
end he died a jealous, tormented, des-
perate fool.

However, clouds are moved by
the winds of time and those who are
thin and fleeting will become like va-
pors that will eventually cease to be or
become consumed by other for-
mations because they have no sub-
stance. No matter how some try to
maintain their fragile reality, they must
come face to face with the daunting
challenges of the times they live in.
Their legacy will either become insig-
nificant, consumed, or they will find
themselves becoming dark with bitter-
ness and despair as they are carried
along by that which is established or
proves greater.

The next type of cloud can be
compared to the clouds that are thick-
er patches that possess some depth
to them. For the most part they know
how to roll with the punches and ripple
effects of changes and challenges and
keep their wits about them. The prob-
lem with these people is that, like Pe-
ter on the night of Jesus’ arrest, they
suddenly become aware that they are
limited by their high opinion about their
own strength to maintain personal
convictions.

Passion and causes often drive
these people. In many ways they are
an island unto themselves as to their
abilities to maintain their own convic-
tions. However, when their strength is
taken from them due to a major crisis,
their passions can turn into fear, their
causes can become foolish to them,
and their abilities putty in their hands.
Like Peter, they may possess zeal but
they are blinded to the fact they have
not yet been fully converted to the
ways of righteousness (Luke 22:31-
34; Romans 10:2-4).

We come to the clouds that prove
to be towers. Towers are like Abraham
who believed God and endured until
the promised son, Isaac was brought
forth. They are like Moses, who in his
great weakness became a faithful
servant to God that led the people to
the Promised Land, and of King David,
who in the prime of his youth, faced a
giant, standing strong on who God is.
We have the Apostle Paul who in his

great failure was given a great call
that turned the whole upside-down,
and the world of the Gentiles, right-
side up.

Spiritual towers will leave great
impressions behind. They might tear
up the turf like Peter, disturb the spir-
itual climate like Paul, unsettle the
world’s systems like Moses, take the
sword to pagan kings like Samuel,
establish a testimony that creates
great mockery from the unbelieving
as Noah did with the ark, and enter
the glories of heaven in a chariot like
Elijah, but they will leave a testimony.
This testimony will not be about how
spiritual and great they are, but how
the great God, their Creator, takes
empty vessels, insignificant vapors,
blinded zealots, and dark misguided
souls and gives them the breath of
His life and fills them with His Spirit to
do the impossible, making them spir-
itual towers of their day that brings
Him glory.

Even though it is sorely needed
today, | am not looking to be a tower,
but | do want to be part of the great
tower of witnesses that to this day
can be seen, heard, and followed be-
cause of the testimony of their great
God that they left behind for others,
such as myself, to follow. T

QUOTE FROM
Pastor Larry Spargimino

Our world has a way of dulling
what needs to be razor sharp—our
ethical edge. God has called His peo-
ple to holiness and sanctification.
Writing to Christians scattered in Asia
Minor, Peter says, “As obedient chil-
dren, not fashioning yourselves ac-
cording to the former lusts in your
ignorance: But as he which hath
called you is holy, so be ye holy in all
manner of conversation” (1 Pet. 1:14-
15).

Yet, the church, as a whole,
seems to be falling far short of God’s
call to holiness. Protestia.com exam-
ines a new Barna poll and concludes,
“The Christian church is seriously
messed up. A new poll ... shows that
professing Christians are developing
more and more decidedly unchristian
beliefs, demonstrating that many of
these professing Christians are, in
face, un-professing pagans.”

Christians have developed an
anything-goes mindset when it comes
to matters of faith, doctrine, morals,
values and lifestyles. In other words,
we’ve lost our ethical edge. T




ANGELS
By Jeannette Haley

“The angel of the LORD encampeth
round about them that fear him, and
delivereth them.” - Psalm 34:7

One of the most interesting sub-
jects we encounter in God’s Word are
angels, and the subject of angels is
huge! One source claims that “angels”
are mentioned 273 times in the Bible,
and another source says “over 300"
To write about them in depth is daunt-
ing, so the purpose of this article is to
hopefully encourage hearts in these
dark times. The question is, how many
of us in this fast-paced, high-tech world
still believe that they truly exist? We
can’t see, touch, feel, or commune with
them unless they physically manifest
themselves to us, and even then, how
can we prove beyond the shadow of a
doubt that such an encounter actually
occurred? Besides, delving too much
into things that inhabit the unseen
realm can lead to a great deal of error
which is dangerous spiritually, mental-
ly, and sometimes physically. The Lord
Jesus Christ, not angels or any other
person or thing, must always be the
center of our lives and the One whom
we worship, adore, obey and follow.

Having said that, we nevertheless
need not shy away from learning all we
can about God’'s created beings that
exist beyond ourselves. The immature
resist learning, the innocent are open
to learning, the ignorant usually simply
wish to remain ignorant, while the illit-
erate appreciate learning. We know
that God wants His people to learn, to
gain knowledge, understanding and
wisdom, because if He didn't, He
wouldn’t have written (as one woman |
once knew said) “a big, big book!”

When studying about angels,
keep in mind that in Hebrew, the word
Angel is “malak” which means to dis-
patch as a deputy; a messenger; spe-
cifically of God, i.e. an angel (also a
prophet priest or teacher): ambassa-
dor, king, messenger. Generally, when
the word “angel” occurs, it means mes-
senger unless it is capitalized, as in
Genesis 48:16 where Jacob is refer-
ring to the LORD.

| have met people who have had
encounters with heavenly angels. Back
in the early 1980’s | had friends who
were missionaries to the Tarahumara
Indians in the Copper Canyon of Mexi-
co. They related that on one of their
early trips in an RV, they stopped at a

scenic overlook where they could see
the tops of mountains for miles. Sud-
denly a man approached them, waved
his arm across the panoramic land-
scape, and said, “My Father owns all
of this.” As they gazed at the seem-
ingly endless vista before them, the
man vanished. They walked around,
searching for him, but he had com-
pletely disappeared.

In another instance, a woman we
knew many years ago told us of an
encounter she had with an angel
when, as a young woman traveling
alone (I don’t recall the reasons for
her circumstance) she found herself
completely broke and stranded in the
middle of the country at a Greyhound
bus stop. As she silently sat on a
bench, not knowing what to do, a
stranger appeared in the crowd
walked straight up to her, and handed
her the exact amount of bus fare she
needed to get home with enough left
over to buy some food, and then dis-
appeared.

The third instance is the incredi-
ble story of a girl Rayola and | met
thirty years ago in Arizona. She was
the younger sister of an evangelist,
and she had brittle bone disease
which left her as an adult only 26”
high. She was a devout Christian with
a beautiful singing voice. She related
to us that as a little child all she could
do, day in and day out, was lay on a
cart in a care facility because of her
condition. And, every day an angel
would “walk through the wall” and play
with her. This went on for a number of
years until she reached a point, at age
sixteen, where she could have a
wheel chair to sit in. This was, up until
that point, the most exciting day of her
life! At last, she could sit upright and
interact with the world. But, after she
got her wheelchair, she never saw her
angel friend again.

| believe probably all of us have
been protected by angels, some of us
may have seen angels, or encoun-
tered angels but we were unaware of
it, at least at the time. On the other
hand, what'’s interesting to me is how
people (and one donkey) in the Bible
knew what angels were, knew when
they encountered them, and under-
stood for what reason they were
there.

The problem is, we humans have
a tendency to do one of two things
when it comes to biblical subjects: we
either ignore it altogether, or we jump
in over our heads and go to extremes.

My hope is that, when it comes to
biblical matters such as angels we
can be reminded and encouraged
concerning them, and then maintain
a balanced, biblical perspective. First,
we need to keep in mind that God
created the angels to serve His pur-
poses. Hebrews 1:7 tells us, “And of
the angels he saith, Who maketh his
angels spirits and his ministers a
flame of fire.” (See also Psalm
104:4.)

One of the purposes of His an-
gels is to minister to those who God
saves. “Are they not all ministering
spirits, sent forth to minister for them
who shall be heirs of salvation? He-
brews 1:14? One of the most encour-
aging and heartwarming accounts in
the Bible concerning such an heir is
the story of Cornelius in Acts 10. He
was a centurion of the Italian band,
‘A devout man, and one that feared
God with all his house, which gave
much alms to the people, and prayed
to God alway. He saw in a vision...an
angel of God coming in to him, and
saying unto him, Cornelius. And
when he looked on him, he was
afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And
he said unto him, Thy prayers and
thine alms are come up for a memori-
al before God” verses 2-4. The an-
gel’s instructions to him are recorded
in verses 5, 6 which he obeyed, and
the rest of Chapter 10 is truly an
amazing and wonderful recorded ac-
count of the great things that oc-
curred as Cornelius’s kinsfolk, and
close friends, believed Peter's ac-
count of the Gospel, and were all
baptized with the Holy Ghost.

In Acts 27:23, 24 we read of
Paul's experience with an angelic
visitation during a storm at sea. The
angel brought him comfort and in-
struction. The prophet Elijah, after he
prayed for God to take away his life,
was also served by an angel in 1
Kings 19:3-8. And, in Acts 12:6-12
we read the remarkable account of
the angel of the Lord who miracu-
lously brought Peter out of prison,
and who later smote king Herod be-
cause he gave not God the glory af-
ter the people shouted that his ora-
tion to them was the voice “of a god,
and not of a man” so that Herold was
eaten of worms, and died. (See Acts
12:13-25.).

Angels are also sent by God to
deliver messages. Of course, God
also uses people as “messengers” as
directed by the Holy Spirit. Focusing
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on the holy angels, the Bible reveals
that they appeared as men when they
delivered messages from God to peo-
ple, such as in Genesis 18:1-3 where
the LORD appeared to Abraham with
two angels and all three of them were
in the form of men. Then in the next
chapter of Genesis we read the ac-
count of the two angels that came to
Sodom, how Lot brought them to his
house, and of their power to blind all
the men who sought to break down
Lot’s door. The angels revealed to Lot
how the LORD had sent them to de-
stroy Sodom, which we know they did
with great power for to this very day
balls of sulfur can be found embedded
in the ruins of Sodom and the cities of
the plain. Because of the LORD’S
mercy, the angels laid their hands up-
on Lot, his wife and two daughters and
brought them out of Sodom and told
them to escape for their lives, not to
look back nor stay in the plain, but to
escape to the mountain so they would
not be consumed. Every time | read
this portion of Scripture | am amazed
at the great love, longsuffering, and
tender mercies of the LORD.

The angel Gabriel appeared to at
least three people in the Bible. In Dan-
iel 8:16 he interpreted a vision for
Daniel. In Luke 1:19 Gabriel he told
Zechariah about the birth of John the
Baptist, and in Luke 1:26 he pro-
claimed to Mary that she would be the
mother of the Messiah. What we know
from the Authorized Version of the
Holy Bible is that Gabriel only ap-
peared to, and spoke to three people
in the Bible; he stands in the presence
of God; and, his messages all point to
the coming of the Messiah.

Sometimes angels appear in
dreams or visions. Joseph, the hus-
band of our Lord’s mother, had four
dreams in which, in three for sure, an
angel appeared to him and gave him
specific instructions, which he faithfully
obeyed. The first is recorded in Mat-
thew 1:20, 21 where the angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream and
told him of the miraculous conception
of Mary by the Holy Ghost, and for
Joseph to take her for his wife and
“she shall bring forth a son, ad thou
shalt call his name JESUS: for he
shall save his people from their sins.”
Joseph’s second dream is recorded in
Matthew 2:13 where, again, the angel
of the Lord appeared to Joseph and
told him to take Mary and Jesus to
Egypt because Herod was going to
seek to kill him. Joseph then arose

and took Mary and the child by night
and departed into Egypt. The third
dream Joseph had was while in Egypt
and it is recorded in Matthew 1:19, 20.
“‘But when Herod was dead, behold,
an angel of the Lord appeareth in a
dream to Joseph in Egypt, Saying,
Arise, and take the young child and
his mother, and go into the land of
Israel” which he did, but when they
came into the land of Israel, he was
afraid to go into Judaea because
Herod’s son was reigning. This is
when Joseph had his fourth warning
from God in a dream, but the Bible
doesn’t say specifically that he saw an
angel. He obeyed the voice of the
Lord and turned aside to Nazareth.

Another purpose of angels is to
fight the forces of spiritual darkness
who try to thwart God’s plans. In Dan-
iel 10:10-14 we read of when an angel
appeared to Daniel to deliver the inter-
pretation of a vision, and the angel
stated that Michael, one of the chief
princes, the archangel had to come
and help him fight his way through
enemy forces. In Jude 1:9 we read a
very interesting verse concerning the
fallen angel, the devil, and Michael the
archangel. It says, “Yet Michael the
archangel, when contending with the
devil he disputed about the body of
Moses, durst not bring against him a
railing accusation, but said, The Lord
rebuke thee.” From Scripture we learn
that Michael is the chief angel in com-
bating the devil. We read of him in
Revelation 12:7-9 which says, “And
there was war in heaven: Michael and
his angels fought against the dragon;
and the dragon fought and his angels.
And prevailed not; neither was their
place found any more in heaven. And
the great dragon was cast out, that old
serpent, called the Devil, and Satan,
which deceiveth the whole world: he
was cast out into the earth, and his
angels were cast out with him.”

Since we know from Ephesians
6:12 that “we wrestle not against flesh
and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places” it
is good to know that we are not alone
in this battle, but that there are waring
angels engaged in this battle as well.
Jesus said, “Behold, | give unto you
power to tread on serpents and scorpi-
ons, and over all the power of the ene-
my: and nothing shall by any means
hurt you” Luke 10:19. And, Matthew
28:18 says, “And Jesus came and

spake unto them, saying, All power is
given unto me in heaven and in
earth.”

Reading about the mighty hosts
of the Lord is truly uplifting when you
feel “alone in the battle” or feeling
defeated because evil is so extensive.
Here are some Scriptures for your
study and edification: 2 Kings 6:17;
Joshua 5:13-15; 1 Samuel 17:45; 1
Kings 22:19; Isaiah 34:1, 2; Revela-
tion 9:16.

Another purpose for the angels is
to worship God. The Bible reveals
that angels constantly surround the
throne of God, worshipping and
shouting His praises. Psalm 148:1, 2
says, “PRAISE ye the LORD. Praise
ye the LORD from the heavens:
praise him in the heights. Praise ye
him, all his angels: praise ye him, all
his hosts.” Isaiah 6:3, “And one cried
unto another, and said, Holy, holy,
holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole
earth is full of his glory.” Hebrews 1:6,
“And again, when he bringeth in the
firstbegotten into the world, he saith,
And let all the angels of God worship
him.” (See also Revelation 5:8-13.)
Because the angels were created to
worship God, any refusal to do so
was an unforgiveable act of rebellion.
When Lucifer rebelled and sought to
usurp God and receive the worship
for himself, he was case from heaven,
as were all the angels that sided with
him. (Isaiah 14:12-18.)

Angels were created to serve,
and they exist to do the will of their
Creator. Where God sends them, they
go; what He gives them to say, they
say; and they minister on earth to
God’s children. Psalm 108:20 gives
us insight into angels, and says,
“Bless the LORD, ye his angels, that
excel in strength, that do his com-
mandments, hearkening unto the
voice of his word.” In Hebrews 1:14
we read, “Are they not all ministering
spirits, sent forth to minister for them
who shall be heirs of salvation?” An-
gels came and ministered to Jesus in
the wilderness after his forty-days of
temptation. (Matthew 4:11.). In the
story of the rich man and the beggar
in Luke 16:22, it appears that when
the righteous die, angels carry them
straight to the place of God’s rest.
How wonderful is that? And, how
thrilling to read of the soon coming
time when Jesus “shall send his an-
gels with a great sound of a trumpet,
and they shall gather together his
elect from the four winds, from one
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end of heaven to the other,” Matthew
24:31.

God’s angels also carry out or-
ders for destruction. The book of Rev-
elation foretells many angelic acts of
great power and importance. (See
Revelation 7:1; 8-10.) when Pharaoh
refused to let the people of God leave
Egypt, God sent an angel to strike
down every firstborn son (Exodus
12:12, 23). As mentioned above, an-
gels were involved in the death of
Herod (Acts 12:23). They were in-
volved in the slaughter of the Assyrian
army (2 Kings 19:35), and the punish-
ment of Jerusalem (1 Chronicles
21:15).

Once you commence on a dili-
gent study of angels, you discover
that it is a fundamental, basic part of
Scripture as well as a fascinating top-
ic. One must be aware, however, that
many fanciful, frivolous and faulty no-
tions and ideas have developed
around the subject of angels. Just to
name one, some believe that once we
die and go to heaven, we somehow
“become” angels, but this is totally
untrue. Jesus said in Matthew 22:30,
“For in the resurrection they neither
marry, nor are given in marriage, but
are as the angels of God in heaven.”

The day is coming when we
shall behold the heavenly angels that
John saw: “And | beheld, and | heard
the voice of many angels round about
the throne and the beasts and the el-
ders: and the number of them was ten
thousand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousands;” Revelation
5:11. We will see, “After this | beheld,
and, lo, a great multitude, which no
man could number, of all nations, and
kindreds, and people, and tongues,
stood before the throne, and before
the Lamb, clothed with white robes,
and palms in their hands; And cried
with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to
our God which sitteth upon the throne,
and unto the Lamb. And all the angels
stood round about the throne, and
about the elders and the four beasts,
and fell before the throne on their fac-
es, and worshipped God, Saying,
Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wis-
dom, and thanksgiving, and honour,
and power, and might, be unto our
God for ever and ever.
Amen.” (Revelation 7:9-12.)

In closing, here is an uplifting
quote from H. A. Spurgeon, “The an-
gels of heaven gaze upon the face of
God. This is a scriptural expression,
not mine, for our Lord says that ‘in
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heaven their angels do always behold
the face of your Father, who is in
heaven.” And what must that be?
Brethren, you are not to give a carnal
meaning to these words, as though
God could be seen with eyes either
angelic or human, for He is not to be
seen with these dull optics; God is a
spirit, and spirit only discerns God by
thought and mental apprehension; but
what an apprehension of God that
must be which is intended by the ex-
pression, ‘They do always behold the
face of God!" Moses, the master spirit
of the old dispensation, asked to see
God, but he was only indulged with a
sight of what our version calls his
back parts, but which should more
fittingly be described as the flowing
train, the skirts of the Almighty’s
splendour. This was all he could see,
though his eye was more strength-
ened than that of any man under the
legal dispensation. But, brethren, we
in heaven, like the angels, shall see
his face, and his name shall be in our
foreheads ‘Father of Jesus, love’s re-
ward, What raptures will it be, Pros-
trate before thy throne to lie, And ever
gaze on thee!” +

VANCE HAVNER QUOTES

It is not our business to make the
message acceptable, but to make it
available. We are not to see that they
like it, but that they get it.

People used to blush when they
were ashamed. Now they are
ashamed if they blush. Modesty has
disappeared and a brazen generation
with no fear of God before its eyes
mocks at sin. We are so fond of being
called tolerant and broadminded that
we wink at sin when we ought to
weep.

The devil is not fighting religion.
He's too smart for that. He is produc-
ing a counterfeit Christianity, so much
like the real one that good Christians
are afraid to speak out against it. We
are plainly told in the Scriptures that in
the last days men will not endure
sound doctrine and will depart from
the faith and heap to themselves
teachers to tickle their ears . . .and
popular preachers have developed
“ear-tickling” into a fine art.

God is on the lookout today for a
man who will be quiet enough to get a
message from Him, brave enough to
preach it, and honest enough to live it.

The tragedy of today is that the
situation is desperate but the saints
are not.

OSWALD CHAMBERS
QUOTES

“One is made to turn with weary
exhaustion from the unthinking, hand
to mouth experience of much of the
religious literature of the day. To think
as a Christian is a rare accomplish-
ment, especially as the curious leav-
en which puts a premium on igno-
rance works its sluggish
way....Christian thinking is a rare and
difficult thing; so many seem una-
ware that the first great command-
ment according to our Lord is, “Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God . . .from
all thy mind. . . .” (RV mg.).”

“The Bible is the Word of God
only to those who are born from
above and who walk in the light. Our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Word of God,
and the Bible the words of God,
stand or fall together, they can never
be separated without fatal results. A
man’s attitude to our Lord determines
his attitude to the Bible. The
“sayings” of God to a man not born
from above are of no moment; to him
the Bible is simply a remarkable com-
pilation of literature—"that it is, and
nothing more.” All the confusion aris-
es from not recognizing this. But to
the soul born from above, the Bible is
the universe of God’s revealed will.
The Word of God to me is ever ac-
cording to my spiritual character; it
makes clear my responsibility to God
as well as my individuality apart from
Him.”

“‘As soon as any soul is born
from above, the Bible becomes to
him the universe of revelation facts,
just as the natural world is the uni-
verse of common-sense facts. These
revelation facts are words to our faith,
not things. The stage of Divine guid-
ance by God’s sayings is reached
when a soul understands that, by the
tribulations of the providential life,
God’s Spirit speaks an understanding
of His Word never known before. For
any soul to teach what he has not
bought by suffering is almost sure to
bring tribulation which will either de-
stroy or lead to personal understand-
ing of the word taught. Divine guid-
ance by the Word indicates a pro-
found and personal preparation of
heart. God’s sayings are sealed to
every soul saving as they are opened
by the indwelling Spirit of God.”

“Divine guidance by the Word
always makes us realize our respon-
sibility to God.”




NEVER REALLY SAVED TO
BEGIN WITH
By Lynette Hughes

The phrase, “He was never really
saved to begin with” is the overused
mantra used by those who defend the
indefensible FALSE SECURITY DOC-
TRINE known as ONCE SAVED, AL-
WAYS SAVED. The belief that a true
born-again believer can never forfeit
the gift of salvation is in complete con-
tradiction to the Word of God: 1 Timo-
thy 4:1 says, “Now the Spirit expressly
says that in latter times some will DE-
PART FROM THE FAITH...” If you
believe that once you get saved you
can never lose your salvation no mat-
ter what you do, do not waste your
time trying to convince me of the scrip-
turally inconsistent and deeply flawed
doctrine that those who depart from
the faith "were never saved in the first
place." You cannot depart from a
place you have never been. You can-
not depart from something you were
never a part of. You cannot depart
from faith in Christ, if you never had
faith in Christ to begin with. This is
clearly speaking of born-again believ-
ers. Those who argue otherwise have
lost their capacity for rational thinking
and deductive reasoning.

Romans 11:22 NKJV admonish-
es us to “...Because of unbelief they
were broken off, and you stand by
faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. For
if God did not spare the natural
branches, He may not spare you ei-
ther. Therefore consider the goodness
and severity of God: on those who fell,
severity; but toward you, goodness, IF
YOU CONTINUE in His goodness.
Otherwise you also will be cut off.”
This verse completely contradicts the
false doctrine of “Once Saved Always
Saved.” There would be no point in
Paul exhorting the believers to contin-
ue in the faith, if there was no possibil-
ity to discontinue in the faith. Paul is
encouraging the Gentiles not to be
negligent concerning their salvation
but to continue in the faith or else they
will be cut off for their unbelief. If a
branch is cut off a tree, was it never in
the tree to begin with? So how could
they continue in the faith, if they were
never there to begin with?

Galatians 5:4 ESV says “You
have been SEVERED FROM
CHRIST, you who are seeking to be
justified by law; you have FALLEN
FROM GRACE.” If someone falls from
a horse, they had to be on the horse
to begin with! If someone falls from

grace, they had to have grace to begin
with. In order to be severed from Christ
one must have been in Christ, right?
No one can receive eternal life if they
are severed from Christ and removed
from the grace of God that saves.

John 15:5-6 HCSB reads: “I am
the vine; you are the branches. The
one who REMAINS IN ME and | in him
produces much fruit, because you can
do nothing without Me. If anyone does
not remain in Me, he is thrown aside
like a branch and he withers. They
gather them, throw them into the fire,
and they are burned.” How can a per-
son REMAIN somewhere they have
never been to start with? If these peo-
ple were not believers to start with this
passage makes no sense.

Luke 8:12-13 NASB says “12
Those beside the road are those who
have heard; then the devil comes and
takes away the word from their heart,
so that they will not believe and be
saved. Those on the rocky soil are
those who, when they hear, receive
the word with joy; and these have no
firm root; they BELIEVE for a while,
and in time of temptation FALL
AWAY.” Belief is a firmly held opinion
or strong conviction that something is
true and real. In verse 12, the wayside
hearers did not have a chance to
"believe and be saved," but in verse 13
the stony ground hearers do "for a
while believe." What kind of "believing"
is this? According to verse 12, it is the
kind that saves. Notice that Jesus says
these people believe for a while, yet in
time of testing they fall away. If they
were never saved, why didn't He say
that they never really believed and
therefore were not really saved?

Hebrews 6:5-6 MEV: “For it is
impossible for those who were once
enlightened, who have tasted the
heavenly gift, who shared in the Holy
Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good
word of God and the powers of the age
to come, if they fall away, to be RE-
NEWED ONCE MORE to repentance,
since they again crucify to themselves
the Son of God and subject Him to
public shame.” The unsaved cannot be
‘renewed once more to repentance,” if
they never repented in the first place.

1 Corinthians 15:2 NIV: “By this
gospel you are saved, IF YOU HOLD
FIRMLY TO THE WORD | preached to
you. Otherwise, you have believed in
vain.” Notice if they don't hold firm they
believed in vain. It does not say that
they never really believed, but rather
their belief was in vain [useless, fruit-

less, to no avail] because they did not
continue to believe.

Colossians 1:21-23 NKJV: “21
And you, who once were alienated
and enemies in your mind by wicked
works, yet now He has reconciled in
the body of His flesh through death, to
present you holy, and blameless, and
above reproach in His sight—IF IN-
DEED YOU CONTINUE IN THE
FAITH, grounded and steadfast, and
are not moved away from the hope of
the gospel which you heard, which
was preached to every creature under
heaven, of which I, Paul, became a
minister.“ This scripture plainly says IF
you continue in the faith you will be
presented before God as holy and
without blame through Christ's sacrifi-
cial death. Would it be fair to say that if
you DON'T CONTINUE in the faith,
grounded and steadfast, then you
won't be holy, blameless, and above
reproach in His sight?

1 Corinthians 9:27 NLT: Apostle
Paul wrote “I discipline my body like
an athlete, training it to do what it
should. Otherwise, | fear that after
preaching to others | myself might be
DISQUALIFIED.” The KJV uses the

word ‘a castaway rather than
‘disqualified.” The Greek word is
"adokimos," which means
‘unapproved, worthless, rejected,
counterfeit’ and is translated

"reprobate" in eight other places to
refer to people who once walked with
God and no longer do so or think they
are walking with God but are in fact
‘rejected’ by God. Paul is saying he
did not consider himself immune from
becoming a reprobate and forfeiting
his salvation if he allowed sin to recap-
ture his life. For this reason, the Apos-
tle Paul admonished believers to
“‘examine yourselves to see if your
faith is genuine.”

Matthew 24:13 says, "He who
endures to the end, will be saved."
Does it seem reasonable that Scrip-
ture would stress faithful endurance if
those who do not endure will be saved
anyway? If God offers salvation to
everyone and allows us to choose
whether we want to accept it or not,
then why would He not allow us to
change our minds at a later time? Ob-
viously, those who don’t endure to the
end or overcome, won’'t be saved but
will be disqualified. For someone to
say "They were never really saved to
begin with" is to contradict Scripture
and the teachings of both Jesus and
the Apostle Paul.




RAYOLA’S Q & A CORNER

Q: “There are some people who be-
lieve that we can command angels. |
am not comfortable with such a con-
cept, but | was wondering what your
understanding is concerning this mat-
ter.”

A: | understand how you might be
uncomfortable with this concept be-
cause there is no Scriptural backing
to it. Psalm 91:11 states, “For he shall
give his angels charge over thee, to
keep thee in all thy ways.” We see the
Lord promising to send His angel be-
fore His servants, to not be com-
manded by them, but to prepare the
way for them to complete their spiritu-
al journey and mission (Genesis 24:7,
40; Exodus 23:20). It is clear who is in
charge of angels and it is not man,
and it is also clear by Psalm 91:11
that the angels have charge over us
and not the other way around.

The fact that angels have more
status than man is brought out in He-
brews 2:7-10. We are told that when
Jesus, who is our Creator, took on
humanity, He was made lower than
the angels. It tells us that God had not
put the world to come in subjection to
the angels; rather it will be subject to
Jesus.

The word, “angel,” means
“‘messenger.” The angels are mes-
sengers of the Lord and not our per-
sonal couriers to execute a matter or
respond according to our whims.
They carry out the Lord’s message
and His orders according to His plan.
We must remember in the flesh we
see through a glass darkly, but God
sees the whole picture; therefore, how
can we even consider that we have
any authority and power to effectively
command the heavenly to carry out
what is part of God’s eternal plan?

In Joshua 5:13-15, Joshua, en-
countered the Captain of the LORD’S
host. This implies that there is a clear
military leader over angels and that
they make up a congregation. Psalm
68:17 confirms this, “The chariots of
God are twenty thousand, even thou-
sands of angels, the Lord is among
them, as in Sinai, in the holy place.”
Chariots not only imply angels are
swift in carrying out a matter but they
also confirm that they make up an
army that takes on the kingdom of
darkness as pointed out in Daniel’s
case when it took the messenger
three weeks to break through the de-
monic force (Daniel 1:14). The fact
that Joshua worshipped the Captain

in his encounter with Him in Joshua 5,
points to the fact that He was deity,
and many believe it was the Word,
Jesus before He became flesh. (Note
Matthew 4:10 and Acts 14:8-17.)

We know that certain angels have
ranks. For example, Michael is consid-
ered an archangel, which is the high-
est-ranking angel. Other angels are
responsible to carry messages to cer-
tain groups of people. For example,
Gabriel visited both Zechariah, John
the Baptist's father, and Mary, the
mother of Jesus with prophetic mes-
sages about John as the Voice in the
wilderness and Jesus, the Promised
Messiah. (Luke 1:19 and 26). Other
angels are responsible to worship Him
around the throne such as the sera-
phim were doing in /saiah 6 and there
are cherubim which are associated
with the happenings of Zion, the tem-
ple and the moving of the Spirit in Eze-
kiel 10. We know that angels are used
to execute God’s judgment as in the
case of David counting the people in 2
Samuel 24 and 1 Chronicles 21, and
they are going to separate the wheat
from the chaff (Matthew 13:49-50).

It is also believed that Jesus was
the “Angel of the Lord” who led the
children of lIsrael through the wilder-
ness. He was also represented by the
rock in which the water flowed from (71
Corinthians 10:2-6).

| do understand why some people
may get confused by this subject. We
have authority in Christ to overcome
the enemy, but there is no indication
that this authority allots us the position
to command angels. We know greater
is He, the Holy Spirit, that is in us than
he who is of the world, Satan. Howev-
er, the Holy Spirit empowers us to walk
out the Christian life and to stand in
the authority of Jesus when in conflict
and it is the Lord who will bring our
enemies under our feet. We also know
that we will judge the angels, but that
happens after we leave this age.
(Matthew 28:18-20; 1 Corinthians 6:3;
1 John 4:4).

| once was allowed to see into the
heavenly realm. What | witnessed
lined up to Scripture. | saw a circle of
angels, heads bowed, surrounding the
Son of God while two very tall angels
stood guard. It was clear that the an-
gels’ attention was strictly towards the
Lord and they were humbly waiting for
His command. If anyone can show me
a Scripture where we are to command
angels, | will accept this belief, but oth-
erwise, | must consider as heresy. T

REVIVAL
By Michael Irwin

A revival of sensationalism does
not change the heart of man. The
church has confused noise with
anointing and then wonder why there
is effectual changes taking place. We
have convinced the sin hardened
man that he is well, searing him with
a hot iron, so that He can never feel
the guilt of Sin. He can murder his
brother and will not even be able to
blush or feel ashamed. Is that not
what was said of the Children of Isra-
el? Those that were only strength-
ened in their wickedness and made to
feel that they had peace with God.

When Great awakenings hap-
pened in times past, It was by men
that preached the Word. It wasn’t a
cultural friendly messages. It wasn’t a
crowd pleasing message. It wasn't a
passive reformed message. Do you
think the Methodist movement would
receive the preaching of John Wesley
today? No, they would stone him.
Why? Because they've become a
habitation of devils. They've made
themselves culturally relevant, ac-
cepting the wickedness of society and
becoming the enemies of God. Peo-
ple have sought for a good feeling
instead of the in-filling; the affirmation
of man instead of the approval of
God.” ¢
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TO THE WORLD PLANNERS

You control our world. You've poi-
soned the air we breathe, contaminat-
ed the water we drink, and copyright-
ed the food we eat. We fight in your
wars, die for your causes, and sacri-
fice our freedoms to protect you.
You've liquidated our savings, de-
stroyed our middle class, and used
our tax dollars to bailout your unend-
ing greed. We are slaves to your cor-
porations, zombies to your airwaves,
servants to your decadence. You've
stolen our elections, assassinated our
leaders, and abolished our basic
rights as human beings. You own our
property, shipped away our jobs, and
shredded our unions. You've profited
off of disaster, destabilized our cur-
rencies, and raised our cost of living.
You've monopolized our freedom,
stripped away our education, and
have almost extinguished our flame.
We are hit... we are bleeding... but
we ain’t got time to bleed. We will
bring the giants to their knees and
you will witness our revolution! - Jesse
Ventura




