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Choices
Part 7
SETTLING FOR LESS

(Continued)
By Rayola Kelley

One of
the problems
in Christianity
is that when
the way be-
comes hard,

temptation to
settle for less. i
When it came
to the people
of Judah returning to Jerusalem after
their Babylonian captivity to establish,
not only their presence in the land, but
the witness of their God in it, they did
so with high hopes.

You have to realize over 48,000
exiled Jews returned home to build
the temple and establish their pres-
ence in the land. Their excitement
was probably over the top, their ex-
pectations swinging high, and the
possibilities of once again establishing
their glory as a nation were dancing
giddily across their mind. After all,
they were returning to their homeland,
the inheritance they had been prom-
ised by Jehovah God.

Within the first two years they
laid the foundation to the temple, and
then the test of great adversity came,
causing them to settle for less. It was
another 16 years before they actually
started building the structure of the
temple. For all those years they had
left God’s temple in ruin while they
established their own homes. The
prophet Haggai came to them and
instructed them to consider their ways
and realize that nothing was being
blessed because God’s house lay in
ruin while they were building up their
own homes and land. Since God was
not in their midst, they were experi-
encing drought and all profits were
falling to the wayside because God
was not blessing their activities.

These people had settled for the
physical inheritance without establish-

ing their spiritual legacy. Adversity
had caused them to lose heart for
their mission and they succumbed to
a type of quasi survival that left them
spiritually bankrupt. Granted, they
were hindered by the powers to be
from establishing their spiritual identi-
ty, but they failed to realize that with-
out their spiritual identity, their nation-
al identity would remain in a heap of
rubble and ashes.

It was understandable why the
Jewish people made the choices they
did, but it became clear that each
choice revealed that they were set-
ting for less. The problem is that
when you continue to settle for less,
you will end up with nothing but the
dust of the earth. You will miss the
real blessings of God while failing to
be prepared to make spiritual ad-
vancements towards realizing your
calling and potential.

The examples of settling for less
can be found all through the Bible.
When the leaders of one generation
settles for less, the following genera-
tions do not see the need to press
forward to hit the mark of excellence.
We see this even today. The world
has come into the church and what
generation has this unholy alliance
produced? Since maintaining the in-
tegrity of the spiritual legacy didn’t
seem worth it to their parents to main-
tain by coming out and being separate
from the world, this generation sees
no need to inconvenience themselves
with such radical, over-the-top details
such as consecrating their lives, be-
coming true followers of Jesus Christ
and totally selling out for His glory.

| was saved in 1976. | remember
being so excited about my conver-
sion. | was on fire with a naive zeal-
ousness. | was ready to win the whole
world for Christ, but then | encoun-
tered the realistic aspect of those who
were wiser. The “realistic’ aspect of
religion is that not all want to be saved
and that | was, at best, a romantic
novice that would be quickly shot
down. | then encountered the stoic
aspect of religion where we should
work and serve among the religious to
gain experience before trying to take

the world on. | became experienced
alright in emphasizing doctrine, judg-
ing others based on my interpretation
and standards, debating different
schools of thought, hiding behind a
facade of self-righteousness, and act-
ing as if | had it all together when in
reality, | had become a hypocrite.
After that, | came face to face with a
lifeless religion that reminded me of
the Dead Sea. It is easy to emphasize
some sacred cow, whether it is reli-
gious organizations, leaders, certain
theological interpretations, platitudes,
and practices, while lacking heart,
feeling empty, tasting the fluff of lean-
ness, and being miserable because
the joy of your salvation is missing.
The reason for this sourness of soul is
because such religion is stagnant and
unpleasant due to the fact it is about
building religious kingdoms on faulty,
worldly foundations and not establish-
ing the unseen kingdom of God on
Christ Jesus.

Let me make it clear, | hit this
disgusting place in my spiritual life
because of choices. | preferred fitting
in with my particular religious scene
instead of allowing the Holy Spirit to
do the work of fitting me into the Body
according to my calling. | wanted ac-
ceptance from those around me more
than pleasing God. | perceived that
knowledge of the Word would keep
me from deception rather than recog-
nizing that only God can keep me as
long as | remained in the center of His
hand and will. It took a few years but |
learned the more backwards your reli-
gion becomes, the more outside piety
will give way to the inner hypocrisy,
often making you a court jester where
you are tolerated, or ignored at best
and at worst mocked behind your
back.

| realized that as a hypocrite |
stood outside of the gate of religion,
preaching truth without authority. As
the court jester, | may have been run-
ning around the court pointing to
Christ but miserable within because of
missing the abundance of the Chris-
tian life. Ultimately, | had to face the
fact that | had become foolish in my
Christianity. There were no indications
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of discernment that comes through
godly disciplines and applications of
discretion that comes from experi-
ence, and of sobriety that comes with
brokenness and failure. | learned it is
easy to settle for a quasi-environment
of religion that lacks any real power to
make an impact because many who
are overseeing the system have got-
ten by nicely by maintaining such an
outward fagade.

Many see Christianity as the
hard way, but the way becomes hard
because of one’s attitude towards let-
ting go of that which always proves
lesser in quality. As we fight for our
independence to not let the hypocrite
define us, we often lose our way be-
cause our Christian walk is not about
being opposite of the hypocrite, but
becoming genuine to our personal
calling and life in Jesus. So many
times, in our attempt to avoid becom-
ing like those we are resisting, we are
still allowing them to define us. It is
only by coming back to Christ that we
can allow our Creator to define us in
order to bring out our potential and
His glory.

The giants stopped one genera-
tion of Jews from entering the Prom-
ised Land, but the hard way almost
stopped the following generation. The
giants represented opposition and
possible death, and when the people
of Israel chose to avoid confronting
the opposition, they chose death.

This is the way for some who call
themselves Christians. They come to
Christ for the benefits they are told
they will receive and when they begin
to meet the giants that will test their
inner character, the level of their com-
mitment, and the integrity of their
faith, they deem that Christianity fails
to benefit them; therefore, they have a
right to justify turning back from see-
ing their spiritual journey through to
the end. They do not realize that by
choosing the base preference of self
they have not only settled for far less,
but they have chosen the broad path
to destruction. In Christianity there is
no turning back for those who have
truly chosen the way of Christ be-
cause He is worthy of us losing this
world in order to gain Him in all of His
glory (Luke 9:23-26, 62).

When it came to the next genera-
tion in the wilderness, they faced ad-
verse challenges causing the way to
become hard to their resolve, but they
had gone too far to turn back. The
problem is they did not want to see
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the hard way through to the end, but
they could not remain in limbo
(Numbers 21). They had to go forward
or die in the wilderness. They had the
example of the older generation dying
out in the wilderness, but apparently
the graves did not serve as a good
enough warning. Perhaps it became
such a common occurrence that it was
the way it was and the death of the
older generation no longer served as a
warning to the upstarts of the new
generation.

When the way became hard, they
began to grumble and complain, not
only against their leaders, but God.
Grumbling simply opens up the cage
of justification where the complainer
begins to believe his own case about
his right to rebel against leadership
and the system, but the real truth of
the matter is that the people of Israel
were rebelling against their God and
showing great displeasure towards His
miraculous intervention.

There is nothing that will make a
person slide into the foul mode of
grumbling as ingratitude. Discontented
people never look at their attitude of
ingratitude to realize that all grumbling
is a matter of discontentment, dissatis-
faction, and self-pity (Philippians 4:11-
13; 1 Timothy 6:6-8). They are not
looking at the promise, but at the tem-
porary inconvenience. Sadly, this is
why many of God’s people fail to finish
the course and receive the prize be-
cause the hard way proves to be in-
convenient to the flesh.

Such a time calls for God’s peo-
ple to deny self and mortify the flesh in
order to keep their focus from falling
on a dying, doomed world to look be-
yond to an unseen world. Keep in
mind, Abraham never saw the promis-
es fulfilled in his lifetime, but because
his focus was on a city made by the
hands God, he finished the course
(Hebrews 11:10).

One of the problems with the old
man is he is always ready to sell the
soul for temporary relief, while feeling
sorry for self because the person
wants the benefit that is waiting at the
end of the course. Let me make it
clear if a person fails to finish the
course it is not because he or she
could not finish it; rather, it is because
he or she did not see the value of it.
Therefore, the person settles for cry-
ing about it instead of getting up and
starting to put one foot in front of the
other.

In order to cause them to cease

grumbling before God and accusing
Him, He chastised them by sending in
fiery serpents. The state of being in
limbo may make you cry and cause
you to wallow in the insipid world of
self-pity but it will never move you for-
ward, nor will it change the reality of
what is before you. Sadly, we adult
children of God are like our biological
children. We are selfish enough to
want our way on our terms and we
want our parent (God) to take away
the hardness of life and make the way
smooth and easy for us. We are
spoiled enough to want to skate right
through without experiencing the
growing pains that come out of failure,
while learning to take personal re-
sponsibility for our life and attitude
and actually work for something that
we prize enough to make the neces-
sary sacrifices to gain it.

| can tell you that through my
years | wanted the Lord to make the
path easy for me so that | could serve
Him. The Bible tells us He will
straighten out the crooked paths for
us if need be, but there is nothing in
Scripture where He states that He will
make them easy for us. The way is
hard because we must be prepared to
walk through valleys of humiliation in
preparation of service; long, dark can-
yons of uncertainty to gain the tools of
service; walk through the enemy’s
territory of great conflict to develop the
character of service; the barren wil-
dernesses of testing to fine-tune our
service; difficult mountain paths to
establish our testimony of service; and
finally, to Calvary where all that re-
mains is offered up for His glory. Each
terrain we travel in this world is de-
signed to make us a vessel fit for the
Master's use, a fine-tuned instrument
in the hand of our Creator that is void
of any inconsistencies in our Christian
life and witness.

| want you to know | have been
at the place in my Christian life of re-
senting and grumbling about how hard
the way was before me and as a re-
sult | had to face my own lack of char-
acter and commitment. | realized |
could cry all | wanted, but the path
remained hard and | needed to get
over myself, stand up and face the
hard way in order to gain the life
Christ had for me. | can tell you from
experience that | have never regretted
choosing the hard way nor have | ever
concluded that | got the short end of
the deal because | never have been
disappointed or disillusioned with the




end results.

Another person who settled for
less was a man named Saul. Saul
was content to work with his father
tending the herds and taking care of
the land, but he lived during the time
when the people of Israel decided
they wanted a king. They had their
idea of what a king looked like, but
they never thought about character.
The reason they were surface in their
ideas was because they were clearly
settling for less due to the fact that
they rejected Jehovah as their king
over the warning and objections of
their prophet, judge and priest Samuel
(1 Samuel 8:4-22).

Saul fit the idea of how a king
would look in the minds of the people
of Israel. He stood tall and from what
Scripture implies he must have stood
out in a crowd because of his looks.
God knew what the people’s image of
a king was and had the great prophet
and judge, Samuel prophesy over him
and instructed him, and then when the
time was right, sought him out among
the “stuff” in order to anoint him king
(1 Samuel 9-10).

You see, Saul was a reluctant
king because he just did not have a
heart to be king so God even enlarged
his heart to embrace the idea of being
king (1 Samuel 10:9). Once he was
anointed, the people rejoiced and cel-
ebrated because now they had a king,
but then they went home (7 Samuel
10:25-26).

Sadly, this is what we do with the
King of kings. People come forward to
receive the King of glory, Jesus Christ
as Savior and Lord. They may have
come forward on their own accord or
in a crowd at some evangelistic meet-
ing. In some cases, they are told that
heaven now rejoices over their deci-
sion to come forward to receive what
the Lord has for them, but once the
initial “hype” is over some simply go
back home (Luke 15:7, 10). Like the
people of Israel, these individuals are
not prepared to really have a king
overseeing their lives or a Lord over-
seeing their activities. For some, they
even set their new King or Lord
among the “stuff’ of daily activities
and routines and sort of forget Him.

There came a time that Israel
was under threat from their enemies
(1 Samuel 11). This required the new
king to call for men to stand up and go
into battle. When leadership changes,
it is important to realize there is a call
for new relationships, alliances, and

sacrifices. God had touched the
hearts of a few men to follow Saul as
king, but there were the sons of Belial,
(worthless fellows) who despised him
because they could not see how he
could save them (7 Samuel 10:26-27).

There are those who have it with-
in their heart to follow Jesus into a life
of discipleship, but sadly, we have
sons of Belial among us. These unbe-
lieving individuals may be religious,
but they question how Jesus Christ
could save them on the basis of child-
like faith and abounding grace. They
are the people who are quick to cause
discord through uncertainty, remain
aloof or judgmental when it comes to
true servants of God, and will always
point out the hypocrisy of others.

Every time | read about Samuel,
the children of Israel and Saul, | mar-
vel at how God continued to show His
faithfulness to His people. When pre-
sented with the challenge of being
attacked by the enemy, the Spirit of
God came upon Saul and the fear of
the Lord fell on the people and as a
result Saul was exalted in their eyes
and God saved His people.

We all know the results of Saul
who, for the most part, seemed half-
hearted when it came to the matters of
God. God may have enlarged his
heart, but it was up to Saul to develop
character and he failed to do so. As a
result, he proved to be a miserable
failure as a king and the kingdom of
Israel was ripped from him to the point
that none of his sons would continue
to sit on the throne of Israel. He
abused his power, became an oppres-
sor of the people and a murderer, and
in desperation finally sought out a
witch because the Spirit of God had
departed from him (7 Samuel 16:14;
28:5-12).

We need to be aware of what we
ask the Lord for because He just might
give it to us. At such times it will prove
to be a judgment and not a blessing.
Saul was the people’s choice, but not
God’s choice. The people settled for
less by choosing that which was inferi-
or (man) over what was superior
(God). They were willing to change
their reliance on that which is eternal
to the temporary arm of the flesh, and
as Jeremiah 17:5-7 warns, “Thus saith
the LORD; Cursed be the man that
trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his
arm, and whose heart departeth from
the LORD. For he shall be like the
heath in the desert, and shall not see
when good cometh; but shall inhabit

the parched places in the wilder-
ness, in a salt land and not inhabited.
Blessed is the man that trusteth in the
LORD, and whose hope the LORD
is.”

When | think of the people of
Israel settling for less, they not only
put themselves in a bad place, but
Saul as well Saul was a casualty of
their foolishness. He did not have the
integrity or temperament to be king,
but once he tasted the power of his
position, he became corrupted by it.

In 1 Samuel 12 the people of
Israel were rebuked for their attitude
towards the Lord being their king, but
given assurance that if they would
obey the voice of the Lord and not
rebel that He would bless them. This
was clearly confirmed. Upon Samu-
el's request the Lord sent thunder
and rain causing the ungrateful, flip-
pant people to fear Him. It was then
that they admitted their request for a
king was evil. Samuel agreed that it
was wickedness on their part, but not
to fear as long as they did not turn
aside from following and serving the
Lord with all of their heart (1 Samuel
12:17-20).

There are many examples we
can glean from these happenings. It
is man’s tendency to look to man,
whether it be government, religious
leaders, etc., to make the way easy
and safe for them, and to save them
from any real adversity, but in doing
so, they are not only settling for much
less, but are coming under a curse
that will not fare well for them in the
end.

Christian, in order to avoid set-
tling for less, we need to realize that
we must not accept less from our-
selves. We possess less because we
have failed to give our best by doing
what is right before God and by oth-
ers. We want the benefits of God'’s
promises without faithfully finishing
the course. We want the prize without
running the race with everything in
us. We want the crown without apply-
ing the cross and we want the victory
without fighting the good fight. We
want our inheritance without pos-
sessing it and we want to be part of a
spiritual legacy without becoming
identified to it.

In these dark times we will never
be the light, fulfill our high calling, and
reach the heights of excellence by
settling for that which is not from, in-
spired by, or ordained by our Lord
God. ¢




LESSONS FROM LOT
Part One
By Jeannette Haley

“Wisdom is the principal thing; there-
fore get wisdom:
and with all thy getting get under-
standing.” — Proverbs 4:7

Ray LeBlond said, "You learn
something new every day if you pay
attention.” | wonder how many people
are paying attention and making at
least a mental note of what they've
learned on a daily basis? Perhaps the
question should be, “Who really cares
about learning at least one new thing a
day? To me, the ability to learn is one
of life’'s truest blessings. Those who
love to learn new things have some-
how nurtured, rather than denied, their
natural God-given curiosity, and know
from experience that within the desire
to learn there is an undeniable element
of challenge, adventure, discovery,
and even joy that culminates in a
sense of accomplishment and fulffill-
ment. Unlike vain, fleeting moments of
temporary pleasure derived from enter-
tainment in its various forms, learning
broadens a person’s scope of inter-
ests, enlarges perspective, fine tunes
discernment, develops the intellect,
prepares one for various challenges,
enhances the personality, aids in the
ability to communicate with others, and
helps to establish a mature confidence
that elicits a certain amount of respect.
Of course, what a Christian’s first and
foremost priority must be is the pursuit
of God and the knowledge of the Holy
through the Lord Jesus Christ; then,
with Christ as our sure foundation, all
else will redound (accrue) for His glory
and our satisfaction in life.

Both the believer and the unbe-
liever have been given five senses with
which to explore all of creation. For the
believer, everything that exists, from
galaxies and stars to plants and ani-
mals, birds and fish, including all the
myriad of life forms invisible to the eye,
as well as the wonders of the human
body all point to a powerful, all-wise, all
-knowing, almighty God. There is no
end to God’s wonders, no stopping
point one can reach where no more
can be discovered, explored, or experi-
enced. To the believer, every star, eve-
ry rock, every grain of sand, every drop
of water, every flower, every tree, in-
sect, every mountain, canyon, water-
way, cloud formation, etc. has a story
to tell of God’'s wisdom and mighty

power. In other words, those who fear
God gladly embrace creation’s les-
sons that show forth His glory. May
what we always keep in mind as we
journey through this short life is this:
“All things were made by him; and
without him was not any thing made
that was made” John 1:3.

For the unbeliever, however,
learning from creation takes an imme-
diate downturn into a confusing maze
of frustration because there are no
answers to be found outside of God
for how, when, and why things exist at
all. Without the Spirit of God to illumi-
nate the wealth of spiritual information
contained in both the visible and invis-
ible world which points man to His
Creator and fills his heart with joy and
wonder, the unbeliever devolves into
a stuffy, boring bag of useless, lifeless
conclusions falsely labeled as “facts.”
These are the truly “uneducated” edu-
cators that fill our colleges and whose
agenda is to saturate young heads
with scientifically unfounded, imagi-
nary and ungodly conclusions that
strip away God-given curiosity—the
type of curiosity that can lead one to
acknowledge there is indeed a Crea-
tor. Instead, their heads and hearts
are stuffed full of lies that dull the
mind and destroy the soul with the
death throes of meaninglessness and
hopelessness.

Thus, it's vital to keep in mind as
we read and study the Old Testament
that God wants to impart wisdom to
us through the lives of Old Testament
characters. “Now all these things hap-
pened unto them for ensamples: and
they are written for our admonition,
upon whom the ends of the world are
come” 1 Corinthians 10:11. The mod-
ern notion that we no longer need the
Old Testament because we are “New
Testament Christians,” or that we only
need to read the “words written in red”
and other unfounded excuses to ig-
nore the Old Testament results in
spiritual anemia and an underdevel-
oped Christian. People who are unin-
terested in the world around them are
uninteresting people! Sadly, this is
what our current so-called
“educational system” is doing to our
youth because God and the Bible
have been kicked out of the schools.
Keep in mind that when Jesus said, “It
is written, Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that pro-
ceedeth out of the mouth of God” Mat-
thew 4:4, He was referring to the Old
Testament Scriptures because the

New Testament was not yet in exist-
ence.

| know I'm not alone when | say
that the main reason the post-modern
church is so spiritually weak, spine-
less, ignorant, impotent, ineffective,
inept, uninspiring and incredibly shal-
low is because, except for a few fa-
vorite verses taken out of context
from the Old Testament and quoted
here and there, the foundations have
been destroyed through neglect. It is
in the Old Testament that we learn
who God is, learn His attributes, learn
of His ways, His will and how to wor-
ship Him. The Old Testament IS the
foundation for the New Testament,
just as our bones, muscles, ligaments
and so forth make up our bodies up-
on which we add the “outer layer” of
clothes, and additional “details” or
adornments that the world sees. In
other words, the Christian who is ig-
norant of the Old Testament and
merely plays around with the New
Testament can be compared to an
empty suit of clothes—there is noth-
ing there! Or they can be likened to
water skeeters, you know, those
bugs that merely skate across the
surface of a pond and are clueless
concerning the incredible world be-
neath them. (The bugs I'm referring
to are called Gerridae and are a fami-
ly of insects in the order Hemiptera,
commonly known as water striders,
water skeeters, water scooters, water
bugs, pond skaters, water skippers,
Jesus bugs, or water skimmers.)

Isaiah 28:10, tells us how to
build our foundation: “For precept
must be upon precept, precept upon
precept; line upon line, line upon line;
here a little, and there a little.” 2 Tim-
othy 2:15 says, “Study to shew thy-
self approved unto God, a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth.”

As you can tell from the title of
this article, I'm inviting you to come
with me way back to the time of
Abram and his nephew, Lot. In Gene-
sis 12:1 we read of the LORD’s call
to Abram, “Get thee out of thy coun-
try, and from thy kindred, and from
thy father’s house, unto a land that |
will shew thee.” From this verse we
know that God didn’t also call Lot, but
in verse 4 we read that “Lot went with
him.” At this point we can only specu-
late as to why Lot chose to go with
Abram. The usual assumption is that
he grew close to his uncle after the
death of his own father, and if that is
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the case, then no doubt Abram’s de-
parture was more than he could bear.
The other fact is, Abram was a man of
substance; in other words, he was a
“successful businessman” and Lot had
to know that he would probably do
better in life by sticking close to his
uncle.

Lot wasn’t yet married because
no mention is made of a wife or chil-
dren, but he became quite a man of
substance, along with Abram, accord-
ing to verse 5. When a grievous fam-
ine came in the land, both Abram and
Lot went down into Egypt.

So far in this story we see how
Lot made some good decisions con-
cerning his own well-being because
God was with his uncle. One can only
wonder if Lot chose to go with Abram
because he also wanted to know the
LORD for himself, or perhaps he was
closer to Abram than anyone else, and
maybe he simply felt more secure be-
ing “under the umbrella” of God’'s
blessings on Abram.

We see the same decisions being
made today among the religious
crowd. In any gathering of Christians,
it soon becomes apparent to those
with discernment, who worships the
LORD and offers Him the sacrifice of
praise from a pure heart of love for
Him, and those who are there out of
habit, or perhaps mainly for the benefit
of outward appearance or for the pur-
pose of socializing. God’s remnant
seeks for Himself to worship Him, as
did the three wise men, while the mul-
titudes seek Him for self-serving rea-
sons.

We read in Genesis 13:1-4 that
when Abram left Egypt with his wife
and all that he had, his nephew, Lot,
also journeyed with him. Once they
came to Bethel, where Abram had
been at the beginning, between Bethel
and Hai, he called on the name of the
LORD. There is no mention of the
LORD directing Abram one way or the
other when he went down to Egypt
due to the famine, but he knew that
God had called him to the land of Ca-
naan, so when he returned he went
back to the altar he had built where he
had called upon the name of the
LORD, and he again called on the
name of the LORD (Jehovah).

This part of Abram’s life can be
compared to the early walk of a Chris-
tian who receives the Lord with glad-
ness, but then, because of a “famine
for the Word of God” (godly counsel
and discipleship) sojourns into Egypt

(the world) for a season. It is obvious
from the Scriptures that Abram’s heart
longed to be in the sacred place
where he had built an altar and called
on the name of the LORD. For the
wandering believer, nothing will satisfy
his or her heart except the presence of
the LORD; therefore, he or she may
journey off the path for a while, even
by God’s permissive will, but such a
walk, while never producing lasting
satisfaction, does serve to provide
many valuable lessons.

So far Lot seemed to be content
to stay close to Abram, even though
‘the land was not able to bear them,
that they might dwell together: for their
substance was great.” Then the inevi-
table happened when ‘there was a
strife between the herdmen of
Abram’s cattle and the herdmen of
Lot’s cattle” Genesis 13:7a. This situa-
tion brought about Abram’s wise deci-
sion that they needed to separate in
order to avoid strife because they
were brethren.

Strife, among brethren, usually
results in separation. Such was the
situation between Paul and Barnabas
in Acts 15. Their disagreement was
not a matter of doctrine, but opinions.
When such is the case among believ-
ers, the Word tells us to love one an-
other, even if such strife brings divi-
sion, and not let anger, bitterness or
any other thing take root in our hearts.
Just as Paul and Barnabas went their
separate ways, they did so to continue
proclaiming the Gospel to the world,
and that is what our Commission is.
Sometimes the Lord allows division or
separation among believers for just
this very purpose! If Lot had continued
to “hang on” to Abram, it would have
been a great hindrance to them both.
Abram needed to be free to wait on
the LORD, and Lot needed to grow up
and seek the LORD for himself, and
no longer remain in his uncle’s shad-
ow.

At this point there was a decision
to be made, and decisions are often a
test of our character. Abram, being the
stronger and more mature of the two,
told Lot to separate himself from him,
and gave Lot the opportunity to
choose which land he desired. “And
Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all
the plain of Jordan, that it was well
watered every where, before the
LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomor-
rah, even as the garden of the LORD,
like the land of Egypt as thou comest
unto Zoar. Then Lot chose him all the

plain of Jordan;, and Lot journeyed
east: and they separated themselves
the one from the other” Genesis
13:10, 11. Lot's decision says a lot
about him.

No doubt Abram knew which
land his nephew would choose. With-
out hesitation Lot chose the best land.
There is much we can learn from his
decision. First, it's obvious that Lot
had no qualms about choosing the
best land for himself. After all, the
lushness of the land, and availability
of water, would be perfect for all of his
herds, making life easier for him and
his herdsmen as well. No longer
would they be constantly on the move
searching for food and water for the
herds of animals, there were cities
nearby which would provide a means
for commerce, and financial stability.
We know that in the process of time,
and in spite of the wickedness of the
cities of the plain, that Lot married,
had children and acquired his own
home in the city of Sodom.

Lot may have lived around 3900
years ago, but he was just as human
as the rest of us. How many of us
would’ve made the same decision if
we were in his situation? Lot may
have been a decent man, but he was
not a godly man as was Abram.
Abram’s eyes were toward the LORD,
not the world and what the world had
to offer, whereas Lot's eyes were fo-
cused on this world, and how it could
benefit him the most. Abram had an
eternal perspective, but Lot's per-
spective was towards the temporal.
And, he had no qualms about leaving
his uncle to deal with the less desira-
ble barren landscape.

So it is with believers today.
Some are “hot,” and some are
‘lukewarm.” (Revelation 3:15, 16.)
Some possess enough “oil” to see
them through the approaching dark-
ness while others do not. Some, hav-
ing once “put their hand to the plow”
are turning back, while others have
well-rehearsed excuses for not taking
up their cross and following Jesus.
Many have failed to “count the cost”
of being an overcoming Christian, and
like Demas, have returned to the
world, and there are those who, hav-
ing “named the name of Christ” still
refuse to turn from their iniquity.

| find it interesting how the LORD
spoke to Abram after Lot was sepa-
rated from Him, promising him and his
seed after him the land which we
know as the Promised Land, the Land
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of Israel (which, when Jesus comes,
will be greatly enlarged to God’s origi-
nal plan.) It should thrill all of our
hearts that God’s promises to Abram
still stand, and will always stand for
God cannot lie. One of the lessons we
can learn from this event is that we as
believers, must likewise be separated
from that which may be clinging to us
that is a hindrance to our calling and
personal walk in the LORD. God calls
us to Himself individually in order to
impart to us specific, personal, in-
sights and instructions for our life.
Granted, the LORD is in the midst of
two or three gathered together in His
name, and He may speak to an as-
sembly through the gifts of the Spirit,
but when He is imparting His personal
promises and instructions to one of
His own, He separates them to Him-
self so that there will be no confusing
interference from another person’s
thoughts, ideas, plans, conclusions, or
anything profane. In other words,
there are moments with God that are
so deeply personal, sacred, and pri-
vate that such moments must be pro-
tected and cherished, or until such a
time as the LORD may will to use
them in the lives of others. Mary, the
mother of Jesus is a good example for
she ‘kept all these things, and pon-
dered them in her heart” Luke 2:19.

“‘Abram dwelled in the land of
Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities
of the plain, and pitched his tent to-
ward Sodom” Genesis 13:13. This
verse paints a vivid picture for us of
the contrast between Abram and Lot.
Both had found their “dwelling” place,
but oh! How different they werel
Abram distanced himself from the cit-
ies of the plain while Lot leaned to-
wards close proximity with Sodom. |
can almost imagine God frowning in
the next verse, “But the men of Sod-
om were wicked and sinners before
the LORD exceedingly.” Consecrated
believers know that the farther you
can “pitch your tent” (live) from ex-
ceeding evil, the better off you are.
Psalm 1:1 says “BLESSED is the man
that walketh not in the counsel of the
ungodly, nor standeth in the way of
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the
scornful.” We know from the Bible that
eventually Lot ended up inside Sodom
where he raised a family.

| grew up in a city (Seattle) and
back then it was a “nice little place”
surrounded by the beauty of snow-
capped mountains, forests, lakes, riv-
ers, and Puget Sound. Except for the
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wet weather, | loved it. But, even then,
my heart often longed for the spacious
cleanliness, beauty and peace of the
country, and today | am so thankful to
be out of the big city and in a beautiful
place in the panhandle of Idaho. Sad-
ly, the big cities in our nation have
become, for the most part, cesspools
of crime, drugs (sorcery), sin, de-
bauchery, lewdness, lawlessness and
horrendous crime. | believe it's time
for Christians who love the excitement
and entertainment that big cities have
to offer to fall on their faces before the
LORD, repent for their self-serving
priorities, and ask Him where He
wants them to be in these end days.
The truth is, if He sends any of His
people into a city it's for the sole pur-
pose of sharing the Gospel, preaching
against sin, and bringing lost sheep to
the Savior. Sadly, Christians who, like
Lot, choose to live in the midst of un-
paralleled evil for self-serving rea-
sons, ungodly gain, and worldly pleas-
ures will find themselves facing the
fiery judgments of God against the evil
within such cities--judgments that are
imminent.

But, Christians, like Lot, become
comfortable with sin and wickedness
by degrees as long as it doesn’t per-
sonally touch them. Therefore, just
like Lot, they will be totally unprepared
for the judgments to come, and they
are indeed coming! We all know that
when NYC lit up with joy, dancing,
and partying because the passage of
the unspeakably evil law allowing for
the slaughter of the innocents, (and
babies that survived an abortion) that
the cup of God’s wrath was full and
close to running over. | believe what
we see taking place right now in that
city is to be fully expected, and this is
just the beginning.

Abram built four altars to the
Lord, and we can read about the first
three in Genesis 12 and 13. The first
was at Sichem (Shechem) on the
plain of Moreh (Genesis 12:6-7) and
was for a memorial. The second was
at Bethel between Bethel and Hai (Ai)
(Genesis 12:8) upon which he placed
sacrifices. The third was on the Plain
of Mamre (Genesis 13:18) where he
called upon the Lord, and the fourth
Genesis 22:9 where he placed God’s
promises on the altar. But there is no
mention of Lot ever building an altar to
the Lord as did his uncle. Abraham’s
heart was directed towards the Lord
God Almighty and “a city which hath
foundations, whose builder and maker

is God” (Hebrews 11:10) whereas
Lot's affections were set on this
world.

Consider Genesis 14 where we
read of the war that four kings made
against the five kings of the cities of
the plain, which included Sodom, and
how Lot, and his goods, were taken
captive. So much for living the “good
life” in the city of sin! When Abram
heard of it, he armed his trained serv-
ants, pursued the armies and cap-
tives, and by night smote them and
chased them. Abram brought back all
the goods along with Lot and his
goods, and the women, and the peo-
ple. When the king of Sodom played
politics and wanted to give all the
goods to Abram, Abram wisely re-
fused because he was righteous and
knew that the king of Sodom would
declare that he had made Abram rich.

If we look for them, there are
lessons to be learned for our lives
today from this chapter as well. We
know that Abram was living his life,
minding his own business when sud-
denly he gets word that his nephew is
taken captive. Of course, because he
was righteous, he instantly respond-
ed, summoned his men, and went to
the rescue, but | can’t help but won-
der (and this is just my opinion) if he
would’ve been as irritated as some of
us might have been because his not-
so-bright nephew was living in Sod-
om. After all, if he had been “out in
the country” instead of smack dab in
the middle of an extremely wicked
city, chances are he might've been
left alone. Instead, he ended up being
swept up with the rest, and taken
captive. Only God knows how many
young people today are swept away
and destroyed in a rip tide of evil be-
cause they failed to separate them-
selves from evil doers.

Then, tucked in the middle of
this chapter is the beautiful record of
Abram’s encounter with Melchizedek,
king of Salem and priest of the Most
High God, who blessed Abram. The
bread and the wine he brought to
Abram symbolizes communion of the
body and blood of our Savior. So
even though Abram’s life was un-
pleasantly interrupted, demanding
that he rise up and go to battle, and
even though the king of Sodom
seems to have been present, along
with Lot and others, right in the mid-
dle of it all God singled out Abram for
a very special and important blessing!
In light of this, consider Psalm 23:5,




“Thou preparest a table before me in
the presence of mine enemies: thou
anointest my head with oil; my cut
runneth over.”

Once again, we see that the Lord
knows just how, when and where to
break into the scene of our lives as we
travel on our earthly journey, and in
the midst of our weariness He sud-
denly brings a touch from heaven and
lights our way with a vision of the pow-
er and glory of the cross upon which
the Bread from heaven (Christ’s body)
and the new wine of the Gospel, (His
blood) was freely given to all who be-
lieve.

The question is, which man does
the post-modern church most closely
represent today, and which man do
you honestly think you identify with?
Its all a matter of where your heart
trulyis. ¢

(Continued next issue.)

TRUE CHRISTIAN PATIOTS~
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

PLEASE take time to read the
history of the brave Christians who
founded this nation on the Bible, the
Ten Commandments, and sound
Christian principles. They fought, suf-
fered, and many were martyred to
establish the freedoms which we
have, and are, quickly losing. The his-
tory of the Black Robed Regiment
(clergy) who bravely fought to secure
this nation for a free people is fasci-
nating reading which will greatly stir
your heart and grip your mind. Go to:
nationalblackroberegiment.com/
history-of-the-black-robe-regiment/#

Here is a powerful partial quote:

“‘Ministers were intimately in-
volved in every aspect of introducing,
defining, and securing America’s civil
and religious liberties. A 1789 Wash-
ington, D. C., newspaper therefore
proudly reported: [Ojur truly patriotic
clergy boldly and zealously stepped
forth and bravely stood our distin-
guished sentinels to watch and warn
us against approaching danger; they
wisely saw that our religious and civil
liberties were inseparably connected
and therefore warmly excited and ani-
mated the people resolutely to oppose
and repel every hostile invader. . . .
[M]ay the virtue, zeal and patriotism of
our clergy be ever particularly remem-
bered.

“Incidentally, besides their contri-
butions to government and civil and

religious liberty, the Black Robed Reg-
iment was also largely responsible for
education in America. Ministers, un-
derstanding that only a literate people
well versed in the teachings of the Bi-
ble could sustain free and enlightened
government, therefore established an
education system that would teach
and preserve the religious principles
so indispensable to the civil and reli-
gious liberties they forcefully advocat-
ed.

“Consequently, in 1635 the Puri-
tans established America’s first public
school, and in 1647 passed America’
first public education law (“The Old
Deluder Satan Act”. And Harvard Uni-
versity was founded through the direc-
tion of Puritan minister John Harvard;
Yale was founded by ten congrega-
tional ministers; Princeton by Presby-
terian ministers Jonathan Dickinson,
John Pierson, and Ebenezer Pember-
ton; William and Mary by Episcopal
minister James Blair; Dartmouth by
Congregational  minister  Eleazar
Wheelock; etc.

“This trend of Gospel ministers
founding and leading American educa-
tional institutions continued for the
next two-and-a-half centuries, and by
1860, ninety-one percent of all college
presidents were ministers of the Gos-
pel — as were more than a third of all
university faculty members. Of the 246
colleges founded by the close of that
year, only seventeen were not affiliat-
ed with some denomination; and by
1884, eighty-three percent of Ameri-
ca’s 370 colleges still remained de-
nominational colleges. As Founding
Father Noah Webster (the
“Schoolmaster to America”) affirmed,
‘to them [the clergy] is popular educa-
tion in this country more indebted than
to any other class of men.’

“In short, history demonstrates
that America’s elective governments,
her educational system, and many
other positive aspects of American life
and culture were the product of Bibli-
cal-thinking Christian clergy and lead-
ers. Today, however, as the influence
of the clergy has waned, many of
these institutions have come under
unprecedented attack and many of our
traditional freedoms have been signifi-
cantly eroded. It is time for America’s
clergy to understand and reclaim the
important position of influence they
have been given. As the Rev. Charles
Finney — a leader of the Second Great
Awakening — reminded ministers in his
day:

“Brethren, our preaching will
bear its legitimate fruits. If immorality
prevails in the land, the fault is ours in
a great degree. If there is a decay of
conscience, the pulpit is responsible
for it. If the public press lacks moral
discrimination, the pulpit is responsi-
ble for it. If the church is degenerate
and worldly, the pulpit is responsible
for it. If the world loses its interest in
religion, the pulpit is responsible for it.
If Satan rules in our halls of legisla-
tion, the pulpit is responsible for it. If
our politics become so corrupt that
the very foundations of our govern-
ment are ready to fall away, the pulpit
is responsible for it. Let us not ignore
this fact, my dear brethren; but let us
lay it to heart, and be thoroughly
awake to our responsibility in respect
to the morals of this nation.’

“America once again needs the
type of courageous ministers de-
scribed by Bishop Galloway: ‘Mighty
men they were, of iron nerve and
strong hand and unblanched cheek
and heart of flame. God needed not
reeds shaken by the wind, not men
clothed in soft raiment [Matthew 11:7-
8], but heroes of hardihood and lofty
courage. . . .And such were the sons
of the mighty who responded to the
Divine call.’

‘It is time to reinvigorate the
Black Robed Regiment!” ¢

GEORGE WHITEFIELD
QUOTES

It is a poor sermon that gives no
offense; that neither makes the hearer
displeased with himself nor with the
preacher.

God forbid that | should travel
with anybody a quarter of an hour
without speaking of Christ to them.

For, if we have not charity, we
are not Christians: charity is the great
duty of Christians.

Mere heathen morality, and not
Jesus Christ, is preached in most of
our churches.

But he is unworthy the name of a
minister of the gospel of peace, who
is unwilling, not only to have his name
cast out as evil, but also to die for the
truths of the Lord Jesus.

Take care of your life and the
Lord will take care of your death.

Various are the pleas and argu-
ments which men of corrupt minds
frequently urge against yielding obedi-
ence to the just and holy commands
of God.




RAYOLA’S Q & A CORNER

Q: “I'm confused by all of the dis-
cussion about racism. It’s hard to be-
lieve that Americans are all that racist
and that such a subject needs to be at
the forefront in Christian preaching.
Could you make sense out of this in-
sanity?”

A: We do have problems that
exist among groups of people due to
different prejudices attached to them
that are based on ignorance, fear, and
indifferences. These prejudices are
obvious on all sides of the aisle and it
does not matter who holds to them, it
will always manifest itself in wicked-
ness. Prejudice is a type of pride and
is not a matter of outward physical
condition, but of the heart condition of
man.

It is important to point out that the
word “race” in the past was used to
identify groups of people to different
nationalities such as the Irish, the Ital-
ians, and the British. Sadly, the word
‘race” has been hijacked and turned
into a twisted label that divides, sepa-
rates and isolates in order to oppress
and silence all opposition.

| realize some of this has been
propagated by the ignorance and su-
perstition of some of the religious fac-
tions concerning the curse on Ham.
Some believe the curse of Ham had to
do with changing the skin color to
black, but it is clear that the curse of
Ham was passed on to his grandson
Canaan and it had to do with the Se-
mitic people of the land of Canaan
being slaves (Genesis 9:25-26).

This is the problem with man, he
must label others whether by race,
financial status, politics, moral values,
ideologies and etc., to determine the
attitude, the pose, and the type of ac-
tions taken against those who refuse
to bow down to, agree with, or fit into
the latest narratives. In fact, we Ameri-
cans and Christians have so many
labels thrown at us by certain groups
who hold to concrete ideologies, we
have become desensitized to them to
the extent we tune them out—that is,
except for one label and that is
‘racism.” For some unknown reason it
has stuck to the wall and is used con-
stantly to silence, defuse, and intimi-
date those who do not abide by the
latest popular movements that em-
brace radical, insane agendas.

Those who are using the term
“racism” while angrily yelling obsceni-

ties to intimidate others are guilty of
what they supposedly are standing
against, which makes them foolish
hypocrites in the end. They call past
slavery wrong and yet they want to
unjustly enslave American citizens of
today for the past sins of a generation
they know nothing about while rob-
bing them of their inheritance and
legacy. One of my mother’s favorite
sayings was, “Two wrongs never
make a right.” Those who use past
excuses to execute hateful oppres-
sion on others will find themselves on
the wrong end of the argument and
eventually drinking from their own
bitter cup.

The truth is every human being
is related. We all go back to one set
of parents in the Garden of Eden and
one set of grandparents, Noah and
his wife. Acts 17:26, tells us we are all
made of one blood and 1 Corinthians
15:39 states that not all flesh is the
same and that there is one kind of
flesh of men, another flesh of beasts,
of fishes, and of birds. In summation,
every person is part of one race and
that is the “human race.”

When God created everything
after its own “kind,” he allowed varia-
tions in the genes of the particular
species of life. This is why many be-
lieve that the number of animals that
went on the ark were limited to the
species and not the different breeds
we see today. These variations found
in the genes can adapt to environ-
ment. When a certain species adapts
to its environment it is called natural
selection, but if certain variations are
bred out of a certain species such as
in the case of different breeds of dogs
it is called mutation. The problem with
mutation is that it is often irreversible.

When it comes down to the color
of a person’s skin it has to do with a
couple of factors. One is the genes of
a person. The skin shade is governed
by more than one gene. In fact, they
figure there are probably close to 20
genes involved in determining the
color of our skin, but the other factor
is something called “melanin.” The
pigment melanin is found in our outer
layer of skin. As we can see, the color
of our skin is indeed skin deep and
has nothing to do with the person we
are, while our attitudes and actions
are a matter of our true character.

Our genes determine how much
melanin we will produce and this will
govern the shade of our skin. If you
are a redhead, you actually have a

form of melanin missing and if the
blood vessels are close to the skin,
they have a reddish tinge. The correct
terminology as far as the color of peo-
ple is that we are all brown, and de-
pending on our gene pool and envi-
ronment that brown can become quite
dark and in other cases it can be-
come very light.

The greatest influence on people
is not their color but their culture. The
word, “culture” comes from the idea of
cultivating. Our culture determines
our attitudes, our likes and dislikes,
our beliefs, and preferences. The dif-
ference between groups of people
does not come down to their skin col-
or but their cultural influences. It is
natural to take pride in our dress, our
presentation, our music, our foods,
our heritage and so forth. In fact, cul-
tural snobbery is built on prejudices
that judges our particular way of do-
ing things as being superior to those
whose culture, in our judgmental
opinion, proves to be very inferior.

If you would like more infor-
mation about the subject of race, the
book, “One Race One Blood” by Ken
Ham and A. Charles Ware clearly
deals with this subject from both the
scientific and theological approaches.
Meanwhile, as Christians we should
not be caught up with this debate.
The Bible is clear that we are all one
blood and that alone needs to be the
final say as to our attitudes and ac-
tions in this matter. Our responsibility
as believers is to make sure we do
not harbor prejudices on any level
and that we do not tolerate them in
ourselves, promote them among our-
selves, or silently sit by while others
ignorantly and hatefully propagate
them. ¢

QUOTES FROM
DIETRICH BONHOEFFER

“Silence in the face of evil is it-
self evil: God will not hold us guiltless.
Not to speak is to speak. Not to act is
to act.”

“Cheap grace is the grace we
bestow on ourselves. Cheap grace is
the preaching of forgiveness without
requiring repentance, baptism without
church discipline, Communion without
confession...Cheap grace is grace
without discipleship, grace without the
cross, grace without Jesus Christ,
living and incarnate.”

“When Christ calls a man, he
bids him come and die.”
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