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Choices
Part 12

STAYING TRUE
By Rayola Kelley

Depending on how you might
look at what is happening in our world
today, people must admit that it is ei-
ther exciting or frightening, prophetic
or pathetic, a judgment or a joke, and
that God is in control or the wicked
powers; but there is one thing for
sure, the middle ground has been re-
duced from a grayish environment to
a clear line in the sand. This line sep-
arates the kingdom of darkness from
the kingdom of light as it reveals the
hearts of people.

People will be forced to make a
choice at every level of society. As the
darkness becomes more defined, the
light of truth becomes sharper. In the
end, people will choose the ways of
everlasting life or the culture of death.
They will realize that life without quali-
ty based on eternity, is a mere exer-
cise of breathing in the stale air of the
world’s vanity. If life is reduced from
the heights of moral excellency at any
point, it will find itself in the hellish
depths of corruption, misery, and des-
pair.

As we draw closer to our Lord’s
coming, we must be clear about the
choices we need to make to stand on
and for truth, effectively confront wick-
edness, trust God, obey His Word,
and endure to the end to be saved.
Sadly, there are some Christians who
are avoiding making the necessary
decisions. They believe they might
have a few ripples along the way, but
do not believe that they need to pre-
pare for a great storm because they
‘will not be here.” | hope they are
right, but the Bible does not talk about

sliding into heaven without any oppo-
sition or being spared from the vari-
ous storms of ftribulation; rather, it
speaks of believers being spared from
His wrath that is coming upon this
world (Matthew 24:13; Luke 21:19;
John 16:33; Acts 14:22; 1 Thessaloni-
ans 1:10).

It is vital that we wrap our minds
around the days we live in, set our
hearts on the Lord, and regardless of
the cost, stay true to what has been
established as being right and ac-
ceptable to God. We must get our
lives in order and make sure we have
the necessary oil of His Spirit to ena-
ble us to see in the darkness, shine in
the hopelessness, and remain steady
in our walk.

What | am about to share with
you may seem repetitious, but it is
through repetition that pieces here
and there can come together, reveal-
ing a beautiful mosaic of the Christian
life. Keep in mind, one piece of the
puzzle may identify where it belongs
in the complete picture or it may seem
foreign to what we understand, but
each piece must be placed in its right-
ful place in order to complete the pic-
ture.

For my Facebook page, | recent-
ly wrote this post, “Are you ready for
the shaking that is occurring and will
most likely escalate in the days we
live in? Hebrews 12:27 tells us every-
thing that can be shaken will be shak-
en by God. The concept of shaking
something points to disruption. For
those spiritually asleep it is to wake
them up so they can stand, for those
who are on wrong spiritual founda-
tions it is to warn them their founda-
tion will not stand the testing that is
taking place or is about to take place,
and for those who are rooted in cor-
ruption it is to show them that the fire
of God’s wrath is about to expose
their wickedness, purge the roots of
evilness, and burn up the chaff that
remains. We are living in serious
times. For the most part the world has
been buried in lies, blinding those who
are marked for God’'s wrath. It has
been inundated with misinformation to
either hide the truth in plain sight,

forcing people to discern what is, to
warn people of what is going on so
they can properly wade through the
events without fear, or serve as a
smoke screen to hide what is occur-
ring to control or direct people’s steps.
As Christians we must make sure that
we remain alert as to what is going
on, watchful as to what is coming, and
ready to meet each challenge with the
truth of His Word. We must do this
while standing by faith on the sure
foundation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
bracing ourselves with the promise of
His hope, and ultimately endure with
patience as we continue to “possess
our soul in patience according to right-
eousness.”

It is clear that we are being shak-
en, and anything that is not founded
on Christ, established by His Word,
and sanctified by His Spirit will crack,
crumble, and fall in utter ruin (Matthew
7:24-27; 1 Corinthians 3:11). This
brings us back to what it takes to stay
true to our high calling by faith, stand
in the battle with the sword of the
Word, and stay the course to ensure
we reach our ultimate destination (2
Timothy 4:7).

To stay true to what is excellent
will require us to make many right de-
cisions in regards to small matters
before we are prepared to make right
choices when they might require
some sacrifice, possible loss, and re-
jection. There are those individuals
who assume they will make the right
choice at the right time, but until then,
they do not have to be bothered with
small matters that seem like nothing
but little ripples in a big ocean or a
speed bump on the road to the
“Promised Land.” However, ripples
sometimes are warning of angry
waves coming at us and the speed-
bumps are to caution us to slow down
because there are always unexpected
obstacles ahead that we must be pre-
pared to properly respond to.

We are told our lamps must be
filed with the oil of the Holy Spirit
(Matthew 25:1-13). To have the oil of
the Holy Spirit means we are following
after Him in righteousness, being led
by Him into a growing relationship
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with the Lord, and walking in Him so
we do not give way to the temptations
of the lustful flesh (Romans 8:1, 11-
17; Galatians 5:16-18). To give way to
the flesh instead of overcoming it
gives inroads to the devil that ends in
oppression and becomes an avenue
that allows the world’s attraction to
pull us into its destructive web of sin
and death.

This brings us to the master we
choose to serve. We can serve the
flesh, the world, the devil, or God. To
serve the flesh is to serve sin, to
serve the world is to serve the idols of
the age, to serve the devil means to
serve hell and death, and to serve
God is to know liberation of truth, the
regeneration and liberty of the Spirit,
the cleansing of His Word, the beauty
of His redemption, and the hope of a
glorious resurrection. However, the
master we choose is not necessarily a
mental assent of considering the op-
tions available, looking at what best
serves each of us personally and then
choosing it and assuming it is a done
deal. Choosing our master comes
down to who we allow to influence us
the most in our attitudes and conduct
and the types of action we ultimately
choose to take as we sojourn through
this world.

For example, the flesh has us
serving our lusts, while bowing down
to the different altars of Baal from pa-
ganism to idolatry, corruption, and
debauchery, all ending in utter empti-
ness and despair. Serving the world
means to pursue the illusive carrots of
success, wealth, and power while
sacrificing integrity of character, the
absolute truth of God, and the ways of
righteousness on the altars of com-
promise, foolishness, and wickedness
to discover that one is not really living
or experiencing life, but simply getting
by. To serve the devil involves selling
one’s soul, bowing before the dark
altars of deception, evilness, and per-
version. It entails partaking of the
seeds of death. These seeds cause
such torment of the soul that the idea
of death and hell becomes a pleasant
escape for these people. It is for this
reason Joshua told the Israelites they
could serve the idols their fathers wor-
shipped on the other side of the flood,
but he and his family would serve Je-
hovah (Joshua 15:14-15).

Once we choose our master, we
must come to terms with what it
means to please him or her, or it. This
points to the concept of adopting
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standards. We often adopt some kind
of standard or code to live by, but the
problem is that these rulers are not
realistic and will set us up for failure.
In the religious realm we have rituals,
ordinances, and codes of conduct that
can give us a sense of piousness, but
none of these change the heart, trans-
form the mind, and renew the inner
man. Man can somewhat comply out-
wardly, reform his responses, perform
according to an image, and conform
to some expectation, but in spite of
outward piousness, the heart remains
black, the mind tainted, the emotions
sporadic, and the soul fragmented
and tormented.

The Christian life speaks of a
new heart, a changed life, a yoke that
disciplines our walk, and a burden
that is not too great to come under: a
burden of love. As believers our main
goal must be to please God. God’s
will is for us to repent as we turn from
our base and wicked ways to choose
to believe Him about His Son’s re-
demption and receive it as so in our
hearts by faith. He desires submission
to the Spirit of truth, asks for obedi-
ence to His Word, calls for a separa-
tion from the world, and to put on the
life of His Son as a means to put off
the works of the flesh (Matthew 11:28-
30; Mark 12:29-31; John 11:25-26;
14:15; 16:11-13; Luke 6:46; Romans
12:2; 13:14; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18;
Galatians 2:20; Hebrews 10:16; 11:6;
2 Peter 3:9).

The choice that will follow has to
do with choosing the ways of faith (2
Corinthians 5:7). We walk by faith in
the way of righteousness out of obedi-
ence to what is right as far as Spirit
and truth. It is important to note that in
our fallen condition we want to walk
by what we see, know, and under-
stand; therefore, unbelief towards
God is a natural preference. Unbelief
expresses itself in indifference to what
has been established as acceptable,
and omission when it comes to doing
what is honorable. Unbelief can pick
and choose what it wants to believe,
while justifying wrong and omitting
what is right. Faith on the other hand
is a choice of the heart and will that
gives us right standing in the Lord
through redemption, right standing
before the Lord because it expresses
itself in active obedience, and doing
right because it produces godliness
(Romans 14:23; James 4:17).

Many people talk about faith, but
very few allow it to be developed in

their life. God must give us a measure
of faith before we can obey. Each
step of obedience enlarges our faith
to take greater steps up the narrow
path of righteousness, and if we must
wait at points along the way, He gives
us a gift of faith so that we can pa-
tiently endure the testing of our faith
until He moves (Psalm 23:3; Romans
12:3;1 Corinthians 12:8-9).

The next choice we must make
to victoriously walk out the Christian
life by faith is to be a true disciple of
Jesus. The choice of discipleship is
not a one-time decision; rather, it is a
daily decision. Discipleship involves
making the right decision on a contin-
ual basis in three areas. The first one
is consecration (Matthew 16:24-26;
Romans 12:1-2).

Consecration points to a sold-
out life for Jesus. It chooses to follow
in the ways of righteousness. To fol-
low in the ways of righteousness, we
must be converted to what is right-
eous. Such conversion points to
changing our bent in life. We are born
with a bent in our character called
iniquity (2 Timothy 2:19-22). We are
bent towards serving self, pursuing
the fleshly, and striving to gain the
world. This wrong bent makes the
unholy natural to us; therefore, the
bent in our character must be straight-
ened out by aligning our attitude with
the attitude of God towards all matters
that include sin, the ways of right-
eousness, godly conduct, and a holy
state.

This means we embrace the
teachings of Jesus as being true with
the fortitude to walk them out when
being tested to do so to establish
character. In a sense, it is like going
against the grain of what is natural,
and against the current that is flowing
downward. It is the presence of up-
right character or integrity that proves
the bent of our character is lined up to
the plumbline of the Word and are like
the cedar trees of Lebanon that point
to heaven itself. Keep in mind when
you make a commitment to do what is
right, you will be tested to see if you
were sincere or trying to give others
the impression of being godly. Impres-
sion without actions to back it up
makes one a hypocrite.

Man’s ways are clean in his own
eyes, but God’'s ways are higher and
He sees man’s ways as being per-
verted and strange (Proverbs 14:12;
16:2; 21:8; Isaiah 55:8-9). God is holy
and He will never lower Himself to a




base state. For a man to come higher
he must consecrate his whole life to
God. This means often giving up per-
sonal aspirations, pursuits, and de-
sires in order to seek the Lord’s will
with a clean slate. Consecration en-
folds denying self of life on our terms
and picking up our cross to follow the
Lord. The cross points to ongoing sac-
rifice, a perpetual sacrifice that leaves
the old life behind in the wilderness
while renewing the altar of our hearts
with ongoing sacrifices worthy of our
Lord’s consideration, ever bringing
pleasure to Him.

The acceptable sacrifices are
described by the Apostle Peter in 1
Peter 2:5 and 9. These sacrifices are
spiritual and must be offered up by the
royal priesthood of the New Testa-
ment. They include praises and good
works that will always bring God His
deserved glory (Hebrews 13:15-16).

The third one is that of prepara-
tion, where | am not only willing to
offer my life up for His glory, but | am
ready to do so if the circumstances
require it. This preparation entails
walking towards my demise. This de-
mise involves my divorcement from
my former life in order to pursue my
new life in Christ.

So much of the old holds onto us
via our affections. Our affections can
become confused by divided loyalties,
frustrated by demanding responsibili-
ties, and tormented by regrets that our
real calling passed us by, as well as
the tragedy that we missed opportuni-
ties of true service because we were
not available to seek out our life in
Christ. We must be prepared to direct
all of our affections heavenward
(Colossians 3:2). As long as any part
of our old life holds affections captive,
we are not at liberty to put our hand to
the plow to follow Jesus into the har-
vest field (Luke 9:62). As long as the
affections have any ties to the world,
we will constantly be pulled back to
once again become entangled with it.

Once we deal with our affections,
we can begin to neglect the pride that
wants to be the center of attention.
Our pride uses logic to make any real
spiritual advancement seem unneces-
sary. It will use the threat of looking
like a fool if we become too dedicated,
ridiculous if we give too much of the
world up to follow Jesus, and unloving
if we do not pamper or cater to the
world to prove our Christian faith. All
of it is a lie.

The truth is we must become

crucified to the world and the world to
us if we are to be free from its attrac-
tions, demands, and silly and unob-
tainable standards. We can only be
true to Jesus when He is our master,
our example, our teacher, and the one
who we come into agreement with
about all matters pertaining to life and
godliness. We must put off the corrup-
tion of this present world in order to
ensure it is no longer influencing the
way we think, respond, and act, and
put on the attitude and life of Jesus
daily. We must learn to love Jesus first
and foremost and then we can be-
come an avenue where His love can
flow through us to those around us.

Godly love causes the Christian
to stay the course of the disciplined
life. Love is what makes the Christian
way natural; therefore, no longer re-
quiring one to make a conscious
choice. Such love will cause all bur-
dens we have for others to seem light,
all sacrifices our reasonable service,
honorable actions a natural response,
and enduring, godly commitments a
joy. Jesus said it best that people
would know we were His disciples be-
cause we had love for one another. He
also reiterated there was no greater
expression of this love than to give
one’s life for another (John 13:35;
15:13).

When you think about it, Jesus
became our example of love so in like
manner we would return it when it
comes to the Christian life. He came to
give His life for us and we must, in
preparation for heaven, be willing to
daily offer our lives out of love for Him
to use and do with as He wills to bring
honor to Him. As John stated in 1 John
4:19, “We love him, because he first
loved us.”

PARIS REIDHEAD QUOTES:

“A person repents when he
comes to the place where he discov-
ers that the will of God is the govern-
ment of his life and the glory of God is
the reason for his life. He only has re-
pented who has changed his mind
about his reason for being.”

“This philosophical postulate that
the end of all being is the happiness of
man has been sort-of covered over
with evangelical terms and biblical
doctrine - until God reigns in heaven
for the happiness of man, Jesus Christ
was incarnate for the happiness of
man, all the angels exist and ... every-
thing is for the happiness of man - and
| submit to you that this is unchristian.”

IDOLATRY AMONG US

...because they exchanged the truth
about God for a lie and worshiped
and served the creature rather than
the Creator, who is blessed forever!
Amen (Romans 1:25)

If you want a glimpse of where
the Southern Baptist Convention is
heading barring a merciful hand-slap
from God, just watch the liberal de-
nominations. Recently, Reformation
Charlotte reported on a liberal Pres-
byterian church that placed a pagan
deity in their sanctuary. No doubt,
idolatry and progressivism go hand-in
-hand.

Union seminary — which was
home to the father of modern Black
Liberation Theology, James Cone —
is by far one of the most downgraded
seminaries in the US today. It has
completely abandoned the gospel in
favor of social justice. It comes,
therefore, as no surprise that the
seminary would abandon God in fa-
vor of idols.

What's interesting, however, is
the particular path they’ve chosen for
their idolatry and their unique form of
idol worship. It is peculiar, and not
something we’ve seen in anything
that claims Christianity — at least not
in Western Civilization.

Plant and animal worship is typi-
cally unique to Eastern mysticism as
well as Native American and other
forms of animism. According to this
definition, which | believe sums it up
quite well, "Animism is the doctrine
that every natural thing in the uni-
verse has a soul. If you believe in
animism, you believe that ostriches,
cactuses, mountains, and thunder
are all spiritual beings.”

This appears to be exactly what
Union Seminary has embraced as
they recently announced on Twitter
that they “confessed to plants” and
expressed “grief, joy, regret, hope,
guilt and sorrow in prayer; offering
them to the beings who sustain us
but whose gift we too often fail to
honor.” Completely absurd.

https://
reformationcharlotte.org/2019/09/18/

“And, behold, | come quickly; and my
reward is with me, to give every man
according as his work shall be. | am
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and
the end, the first and the last.”

—Revelation 22:12, 13




SEPARATED UNTO GOD
By Jeannette Haley

“And if it seem evil unto you to serve
the LORD, choose you this day whom
ye will serve; whether the gods which
your fathers served that were on the
other side of the flood, or the gods of
the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell:

but as for me and my house, we will

serve the LORD.”
— Joshua 24:15

In my last article | wrote about
how God raised up a man called Mo-
ses to lead the children of Israel out of
Egypt, and it all began with separation.
Moses was separated from both the
courts of Pharaoh and his own people
when he fled to the back side of the
desert. After a separation of forty
years, God called him to go and deliver
the children of Israel from their bond-
age in Egypt. His forty years of separa-
tion may have seemed like a spiritually
dry or even wasteful time for Moses,
but what we need to understand is,
God was working in his life in order to
prepare him for great things just as He
works in our lives when we fully conse-
crate ourselves to Him. Of course, the
first thing we must be separated from
is our sin. Isaiah 59:2 says, “But your
iniquities have separated between you
and your God, and your sins have his
face from you, that he will not hear.”
We need to consider our ways!

Moses is a very interesting man to
study, for if you follow his life you will
glean powerful spiritual examples, prin-
ciples, as well as knowledge and un-
derstanding of God and His ways
through various shadows, types and
patterns. Knowing that Moses was
raised in the courts of Pharaoh where
he was educated in all the ways of the
Egyptians, which were by far more
“advanced” in science, medicine, archi-
tecture, music, art, history, philosophy,
economics, etc. than most people real-
ize, we stand in amazement that he
was willing to give up the best the
world had to offer at that time. As the
adopted son of Pharaoh’s daughter,
Moses undoubtedly was one of the
most privileged young man in the en-
tire kingdom, yet God knew his heart
was with his own people, the Hebrews.

One of the things that stands out
is (besides his courage and leadership
skills) is his strong personality. The
Bible records for us the times when his
anger pushed him into unwise actions
that resulted in drastic changes in his

life, such as when he killed the Egyp-
tian who was mistreating a Hebrew.
That is when Moses departed from his
high station in life and dwelt in a re-
mote desert region where he no doubt
learned basic survival skills as well as
some character-building virtues that a
shepherd of both sheep and people
must possess.

Moses fell into a daily stride as
he humbly carried on his life with his
wife and two sons as most of us do as
we trudge through one day at a time,
just doing our best to accomplish what
needs to be done. | believe he was
totally unprepared for the sudden ap-
pearance of the burning bush, His
encounter with Jehovah God, and the
call upon his life. The lesson here for
each of us is to be as separated in our
hearts from Egypt (the world) as much
as possible, while living for the LORD,
reading the Word, loving the truth,
walking in the Spirit, praying in the
Spirit, and listening to the Spirit. If our
hearts are right with God, when He
calls, we will hear His voice and an-
swer just as the disciples did when
they left their nets to follow Jesus. If
we are going to go on to follow Jesus,
know Him more, come higher in Him,
and truly know Him, then we must
allow the process of separation to
take place in our hearts (affections)
and minds (worldly focus) in order to
be prepared for the days ahead. The
Apostle Paul declared, “But God for-
bid that | should glory, save in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom the world is crucified unto me,
and | unto the world” Galatians 6:14.

After so many years as a
“nobody” living in obscurity, Moses’
youthful zeal along with any causes or
agendas he may have had were a
thing of the past. Therefore, when
God called Him to go and speak to
the children of Israel, he was more
than reluctant because at this point in
his life, he no longer believed himself
to be qualified for such a high calling.
No doubt forty years of living on the
back side of the desert had brought
Moses to a place of true humility
where self-realization was not present
in his life. Concerning self-realization,
Oswald Chambers wrote, “A saint is
not to take the initiative toward self-
realization, but toward knowing Jesus
Christ. A spiritually vigorous saint nev-
er believes that his circumstances
simply happen at random, nor does
he ever think of his life as being divid-
ed into the secular and the sacred. He

sees every situation in which he finds
himself as the means of obtaining a
greater knowledge of Jesus Christ,
and he has an attitude of unre-
strained abandon and total surrender
about him. The Holy Spirit is deter-
mined that we will have the realiza-
tion of Jesus Christ in every area of
our lives, and He will bring us back to
the same point over and over again
untii we do. Self-realization only
leads to the glorification of good
works, whereas a saint of God glori-
fies Jesus Christ through his good
works. Whatever we may be doing—
even eating, drinking, or washing
disciples’ feet— we have to take the
initiative of realizing and recognizing
Jesus Christ in it. Every phase of our
life has its counterpart in the life of
Jesus. Our Lord realized His relation-
ship to the Father even in the most
menial task. “Jesus, knowing...that
He had come from God and was go-
ing to God,...took a towel...and be-
gan to wash the disciples’
feet...” (John 13:3-5). The aim of a
spiritually vigorous saint is “that | may
know Him...” Do | know Him where |
am today? If not, | am failing Him. |
am not here for self-realization, but to
know Jesus Christ. In Christian work
our initiative and motivation are too
often simply the result of realizing
that there is work to be done and that
we must do it. Yet that is never the
attitude of a spiritually vigorous saint.
His aim is to achieve the realization
of Jesus Christ in every set of circum-
stances.”

When God’s call comes upon a
person’s life to follow Him and do His
bidding it is an awesome experience.
Sometimes a believer's excitement,
however, far exceeds his or her un-
derstanding, which tends to get him
or her ahead of God and His plan.
There has to be a time of waiting on
the Lord, and preparation, and one of
the first things that has to be dealt
with is pride. God is faithful, and He
knows just how to work pride out of
each of us. It reminds me of the old
saying, “Give him/her enough rope
and he/she will hang themself.” This
process is one of the most difficult
and humiliating places to find oneself,
but in order to serve Christ in the
right spirit, and give Him all the glory,
i's not only crucial, but absolutely
necessary. Oh LORD! Cause us to
be separated from our pride, and un-
to You! As workers and witnesses for
Christ, help us to remember that
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“Pride goeth before destruction, and
an haughty spirit before a fall” Prov-
erbs 16:18.

If we fail to allow God to separate
us from, not only our old way of doing
things, but our pride, then we will nev-
er truly be an instrument that God can
use to the fullest. Pride makes us stiff-
necked (stubborn and rebellious), hard
-headed (unteachable and unreasona-
ble), and self-serving instead of self-
sacrificing. Just as Moses had to go
through his personal process, then get
past his excuses to not answer the
call, and learn from his failure to obey
God’s covenant by not circumcising
his sons, so too, if we are to grow in
God and live pleasing lives for Him,
we must yield to our “process of sepa-
ration” as well and honor the LORD in
all we do.

God never calls us to perform
only that which He can perform, such
as the miracles of the ten plagues and
the mighty parting of the Red Sea. Our
duty is to simply follow His instruc-
tions, no more and no less as is evi-
denced throughout the Old Testament
examples. God uses us as His instru-
ments, as He will, but all the power
and glory belongs to Him. God was
revealing Himself to be mighty to both
the Egyptians and the children of Isra-
el. To the one, (Egyptians) it was to
reveal Himself so that they would
know that “ am the Lord” Exodus
14:18a and the lIsraelites would fear
the LORD, and believe the LORD, and
his servant Moses, Exodus 14:31. The
Lord also clearly showed His mighty
power through all the plagues by sep-
arating His children from the effects of
the plagues that fell upon the Egyp-
tians, “And the angel of God, which
went before the camp of Israel, re-
moved and went behind them; and the
pillar of the cloud went from before
their face, and stood behind them:
And it came between the camp of the
Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and
it was a cloud and darkness to them,
but it gave light by night to these: so
that the one came not near the other
all the night” Exodus 14:19, 20. Their
final separation from the Egyptians
came at the miracle of the parting of
the Red Sea.

Exodus 14:30, 31 tells us, “Thus
the LORD saved Israel that day out of
the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel
saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea
shore. And Israel saw that great work
which the LoORD did upon the Egyp-
tians: and the people feared the LORD,

and believed the LORD, and his serv-
ant Moses.” How wonderful that the
people were united in their “fear of the
LORD” and “belief in the LORD” at
that time. As for our world today, to
come to this point where all the peo-
ple fear, believe and love Him will not
occur until the return of Christ when
He sets up His kingdom on earth, to
rule and to reign with a rod of iron for
a thousand years.

As for Moses and the children of
Israel, the were jubilant beyond de-
scription, as you can imagine, and
celebrated in song and dance. They
sang what became to be known as
“the song of Moses.” Music is a pow-
erful uniter of hearts and minds, and
wonderful in worship to the Lord when
offered up in Spirit and truth. You can
read their song in Exodus 15. In Exo-
dus 15:20, 21 we read that Moses’
sister, “Miriam the prophetess . . .
took a timbrel in her hand; and all the
women went out after her with tim-
brels and with dances. And Miriam
answered them, Sing ye to the LORD,
for he hath triumphed gloriously; the
horse and his rider hath he thrown
into the sea.”

So far, we've followed the chil-
dren of Israel as they were separated
from slavery, saved through the part-
ing of the Red Sea, and then trium-
phantly singing of songs of victory and
praise. It didn’t take them long, how-
ever, as they followed Moses in their
journey to the Promised Land, that
their singing turned to sighing, and
their hearts turned back to the place
of slavery from which God had deliv-
ered them with a mighty hand. We
read in Exodus 16:2, 3, “And the
whole congregation of the children of
Israel murmured against Moses and
Aaron in the wilderness: And the chil-
dren of Israel said unto them, Would
to God we had died by the hand of the
LORD in the land of Egypt, when we
sat by the flesh pots, and when we did
eat bread to the full; for ye have
brought us forth into this wilderness,
to kill this whole assembly with hun-
ger.”

Likewise, so it is with many be-
lievers who have come to salvation
through Christ, and who have been
delivered from the bondage of sin,
baptized, set free, and rejoiced in the
LORD, only to lose sight of God’s
promises when faced with the trials
and tribulations of this world. The
Apostle Paul, in recounting lIsrael's
unbelief, ingratitude, dissatisfaction

and murmuring wrote, “But with many
of them God was not well pleased: for
they were overthrown in the wilder-
ness. Now these things were our ex-
amples, to the intent we should not
lust after evil things, as they also lust-
ed” 1 Corinthians 10:5, 6. Jesus said,
“No man, having put his hand to the
plough, and looking back, is fit for the
kingdom of God” Luke 9:62. True sep-
aration to Christ from the slavery of
sin means there will be no sighs of
regret or longing for what was, and no
looking back, for such “sighing” surely
leads to slipping! In the process of
time, even Moses' sister, Miriam,
went from singing to slipping when
she, with her brother Aaron, chal-
lenged Moses’ leadership, and God’s
judgment fell upon her. (See Numbers
12)

As the people struggled in des-
pair concerning food and drink, God
in his mercy said to Moses, “Behold, |
will rain bread from heaven for you;
and the people shall go out and gath-
er a certain rate every day, that | may
prove them, whether they will walk in
my law, or no” Exodus 16:4. God was
not only providing for them, but He
was also “proving” them to see if they
would obey Him. God was testing
them, just as He tests us. Psalm 17:3
says, “Thou hast proved mine heart;
thou hast visited me in the night; thou
has tried me, and shalt find nothing: |
am purposed that my mouth shall not
transgress.” Besides our inward life
being tried by the LORD, there is also
a refining and purifying process.
There is also the test of the storm to
see if our “house” is built on the solid
rock, or on sinking sand, and finally
there is the test as stated in 7 Corin-
thians 3:12, “Every man’s work shall
be made manifest; for the day shall
declare it, because it shall be re-
vealed by fire; and the fire shall try
every man’s work of what sort it is.”

The question is, just what does
“separation” mean for a Christian? A.
W. Tozer summed it up well: “The
Christian is called to separation from
the world, but we must be sure we
know what we mean (or more im-
portant, what God means) by the
world. We are likely to make it mean
something external only and thus
miss its real meaning. The theatre,
cards, liquor, gambling: these are not
the world; they are merely an external
manifestation of the world. Our war-
fare is not against mere worldly ways,
but against the spirit of the world. For
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man, whether he is saved or lost, is
essentially spirit. The world, in the
New Testament meaning of the word,
is simply unregenerate human nature
wherever it is found, whether in a tav-
ern or in a church. Whatever springs
out of, is built upon or receives sup-
port from fallen human nature is the
world, whether it is morally base or
morally respectable. The ancient
Pharisees, in spite of their zealous
devotion to religion, were of the very
essence of the world. The spiritual
principles upon which they built their
system were drawn not from above
but from below. They employed
against Jesus the tactics of men. They
bribed men to tell lies in defense of
truth. To defend God they acted like
devils. To support the Bible they de-
fied the teachings of the Bible. They
scuttled religion to save religion. They
gave rein to blind hate in the name of
the religion of love. There we see the
world in all of its grim defiance of God.
So fierce was this spirit that it never
rested till it had put to death the Son
of God Himself. The spirit of the Phari-
sees was actively and maliciously
hostile to the Spirit of Jesus as each
was a kind of distillation of the two
worlds from whence they came.”

So, where does that leave a
Christian in our day and age when the
rallying cry is “unity,” “togetherness,”
and “oneness?” Aren’t we supposed
to be “united” or “one” in Christ? In-
deed, the true church of Jesus Christ
is “one body” because we are of the
same Spirit. Again, | quote Tozer on
the subject: “The universal Church is
the body of Christ, the bride of the
Lamb, the habitation of God through
the Spirit, the pillar and ground of the
truth. The local church is a community
of ransomed men, a minority group, a
colony of heavenly souls dwelling
apart on the earth, a division of sol-
diers on a foreign soil, a band of reap-
ers, working under the direction of the
Lord of the harvest, a flock of sheep
following the Good Shepherd, a broth-
erhood of like-minded men, a visible
representative of the Invisible God. It
is most undesirable to conceive of our
churches as Works, or Projects. If
such words must be used, then let
them be understood as referring to the
earthly and legal aspect of things only.
A true church is something supernatu-
ral and divine, and is in direct lineal
descent from that first church at Jeru-
salem. Insofar as it is a church it is
spiritual; its social aspect is secondary
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and may be imitated by any group
regardless of its religious qualities or
lack of them. The spiritual essence of
a true church cannot be reproduced
anywhere but in a company of re-
newed and inwardly united believers.”

What should be clear to Chris-
tians is that to follow our LORD and
remain true to Him means we cannot
come into agreement with enemies of
the cross, and we must be separate
from, and remain separate, from those
who preach “unity” out of a different
spirit, with different motives and goals.
The growing anger, hatred and vio-
lence we have witnessed over the
past year, not only in our own nation,
but around the globe is a witness
against itself what spirit it is of—that of
Satan. There is no virtue in “unity”
when the holy falls into company with
the profane, and for a Christian to
compromise with the atheistic Marxist,
Communist, globalists and their com-
munist “Reset” agenda is to bring, not
only a reproach upon the everlasting
Gospel, but to give way to blasphemy,
lies, and the darkness of death and
destruction. Remember, Christian,
Jesus warned us that we cannot serve
two masters!

Retired Lt. Gen. Michael Flynn
said the country is in the midst of a
“battle of Good vs. Evil” and Ameri-
cans must “refuse to go to the funeral
of our own independence” amid Presi-
dent Trump's legal efforts concerning
the election. “The battle we are en-
gaged in cannot be fought with only
human weapons: It requires the inter-
vention of God because in a war
against the forces of evil, only the Lord
can obtain the victory,” Flynn wrote in
an op-ed. “And as American citizens,
we must refuse to go to the funeral of
our own independence,” he continued.
“We the people are proud to proclaim
that the United States of America is
‘One Nation under God. We do not
want a world governed by tyrants
whom no one has elected and who
want to have power in order to destroy
us.”

He added, “We understand what
their plan is: to eliminate dissent, sub-
due any criticism and outlaw those
who do not submit unconditionally to
the dictatorship of the ‘new world or-
der.” Our Constitution is about individ-
ual liberties ... not collective liberties
that only these people in Washington,
D.C., understand.”

When we pray ‘thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven,” we are

invoking our Father in heaven to have
His will done in every aspect of the
earth which includes, of course, the
nations of the world, and the govern-
ments of the world. The question is,
when we ask for God’s will on earth,
what mental picture do we have in our
minds? Is it limited merely to just na-
ture with sunbeams and butterflies, or
do our hearts long for holiness, right-
eousness, peace and joy in the Holy
Ghost over every living soul in every
nation? From the increasing number
of flippant comments Christians make
these days, it appears as if many pro-
fessing believers inadvertently long
for their will to be done in heaven far
more than they want God’s will to be
done on earth. It appears as if, in their
minds, the best that heaven has to
offer are all the things they enjoy the
most on this earth such as their favor-
ite activities, their favorite sports
teams, their favorite hobbies, their
favorite eating places, or anything
else that is a priority in this life, along
with endless partying. Can there be
any greater proof that the post-
modern church has greatly failed the
Body of Christ, rendering it into a self-
centered society of silly schmucks
instead of saints? “For the kingdom of
God is not meat and drink; but right-
eousness, and peace, and joy in the
Holy Ghost” Romans 14:17. Colos-
sians 3:2, 3 says, “Set your affection
on things above, not on things on the
earth. For ye are dead, and your life is
hid with Christ in God.” Therefore,
just as the LORD delivered His people
out of slavery and brought them out of
Egypt, so too must there be genuine
heart separation from the ways and
systems of the world in order to enter
into God’s kingdom.

God separates His children out
from the kingdom of darkness unto
Himself and into the kingdom of light,
but this distinct separation requires
obedience on our part. There is a
price to pay as we leave “Egypt” be-
hind and consecrate ourselves to fol-
low the Lord in the paths of righteous-
ness. “Giving thanks unto the Father,
which hath made us meet to be par-
takers of the inheritance of the saints
in light: Who hath delivered us from
the power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of his
dear Son:” Colossians 1:13. Nowhere
does the Bible tell us that somewhere
“in the middle” there is a “kingdom of
gray” for those who are half in and
half out!




Jesus made it very clear that there
was only one “narrow way” not three
ways consisting of a narrow road, a
broad road, and a “middle road.” He
said, “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for
wide is the gate, and broad is the way,
that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be which go in thereat: Because
strait is the gate and narrow is the
way, which leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it” Matthew 7:13, 14.

In this day of Marxist “political
correctness,” “social justice” and New
Age “harmony” we need to remember
what God's Word tells us. After all,
Amos 3:3 simplifies it with this ques-
tion, “Can two walk together, except
they be agreed?” Jesus declared in
Matthew 10:34, “Think not that | am
come to send peace on earth: | came
not to send peace, but a sword.” That
sword is the two-edged sword of truth,
and when the sword of truth comes
down, a separation automatically
takes place. “Love not the world, nei-
ther the things that are in the world. If
any man love the world, the love of
the Father is not in him.” 1 John 2:15.
The sad truth is the children of Israel
loved the world (Egypt) more than
they thought they did for, after they
had been delivered by mighty signs
and wonders, and the parting of the
Red Sea, it didn’t take them long be-
fore they began to murmur and com-
plain. Their singing turned to sighing,
and their sighing turned to slipping as
their ingratitude and their faith in God
waned while their lust for their former
Egyptian diet grew greater.

The question is, what about the
people of the world today who find
themselves caught in the current web
of insane propaganda, crushing injus-
tice and overwhelming lawlessness?
Right now, as | write this, the whole
world is holding its “collective breath”
waiting to see what is going to hap-
pen, and wondering when, if ever, we
can go back to our “normal way of
living.” Shock, fear, anger, worry and
despair have shadowed people for
almost a year, while the Cabal of evil
world “planners” have skillfully put into
action their diabolical plan to force
upon every “irredeemable deplorable”
person their totalitarian rule. All of this,
along with Bio-warfare (COVID-19,
deadly chem trails and Big Pharma
killer drugs) has culminated in much
sickness, suffering, sorrow and death.
Could these days be the “time of sor-
row” that Jesus spoke of in His Mat-
thew 24 discourse?

As always, the Word of God
holds the answers to these questions,
and more. If we trust and obey, we will
find the “peace that passes all under-
standing.” (See Philippians 4:6-13.)
But, if we continue to mourn the loss
of the old while struggling and kicking
against the separation that the LORD
is working out in this world to cause
His people to look up, and not back,
as did Lot’s wife, then we shall surely
find ourselves, as did the Egyptians, in
the thick darkness of despair and
death. t

“SO MUCH MORE

BUT SO MUCH LESS”
BY WILLIAM R. KIMBALL

When | look at what much of
Christianity has become, | have
reached the conclusion that what we
now have is a whole lot more but a
whole lot less of what Jesus meant for
His church to be. We have far more
churchanity than ever but far less au-
thenticity and simplicity in Christ.
Christianity was always meant to be
so much more through so much less.

Far too often throughout church
history we have needlessly complicat-
ed our simplicity in Christ. We’ve com-
plicated it with institutionalized
churchanity, manmade traditions,
church rituals, church liturgies, reli-
gious duties, religious observances,
legalistic do’s & don'’ts, rigid methodol-
ogy, performance expectations,
church membership regulations, pas-
toral agendas, ministry obligations,
discipline quotas, and the empty forms
of Godliness. Through our constant
tampering we have succeeded only in
making Christianity much more com-
plicated than it was ever intended to
be when much less has always
worked much better.

We have placed too much focus
on performance driven, purpose driv-
en Christianity. Often, instead of find-
ing that the yoke is easy and the bur-
den is light the church dumps a pile of
burdens on the backs of believers and
places a heavy yoke upon their shoul-
ders. So many start out with a whole-
some desire to serve the Lord but of-
ten find themselves in performance-
driven churches that gradually sucked
the life out of them through too much
church busyness, program commit-
ments and ministerial involvements. In
trying to find their place in the body
they end up losing their relationship

with Jesus. Many unknowingly fall into
the trap of the “Martha Syndrome”.
Like Martha in the familiar story of
“Martha & Mary”, their experience
becomes so cluttered with activities,
commitments and busyness that they
are simply going through the motions
while Jesus gets neglected on the
sidelines. . Through our endless serv-
ing we often run the risk of losing
sight of Jesus. Invariably, our person-
al relationship with Him becomes
smothered under the weight of church
duties, demands and responsibilities.
Like Martha, we become “distracted
by much serving” and overwhelmed
by many troubles. What we need is
more of Mary and less of Martha.

Much of the church today is a far
cry from the simplicity the early
church knew and experienced. In fact,
they wouldn’t even recognize the
church of today. It is a church of
steeped in excess and add-ons that
have nothing to do with our calling. To
be sure, many have their plasma
screens, state-of-the-art sound sys-
tems, comfortable buildings, rock con-
cert worship services, programs for
everything and everyone, and even
cappuccino bars, valet parking and
inflatable dinosaurs for the kiddies.
But it is a church overloaded with bus-
yness, entertainment, special events,
programs, an endless merry-go-round
of church hype, extra-biblical teach-
ings and experiences, and the eternal
quest for something new, something
more and something exciting. In be-
coming so much more of everything it
has become so much less in simplici-
ty, authenticity and power.

With so many church distrac-
tions, activities and commitments it's
almost impossible to nurture our sim-
plicity in Christ. We have so much
going on that trying to maintain our
simplicity in Christ is as futile as rear-
ranging deck chairs on the Titanic.
These are the products of
"churchanity". Many have forsaken
our historic roots for manmade tradi-
tions, artificial “church life” and fabri-
cated hype. We have become the
attendance driven, program driven,
entertainment driven, fad driven, hype
driven, formula driven and snake-oil
driven church. With all of our innova-
tive knowhow, cutting edge ideas and
manmade strategies men have com-
plicated Christianity to such an extent
that most are experiencing far too
little of what authentic Christianity was
meant to be. T




RAYOLA’S Q & A CORNER

Q: “There are various debates going
on about everything from what is hap-
pening in our nation to where we are
in the prophetic timeline of the end
days. | don’t know who to believe or
what to believe and | would like some-
one who can be a voice of reason. |
was wondering what you thought
about all of this?”

A: | agree with you there are many
confusing voices, presentations, and
debates going on. We are indeed liv-
ing in insane times and the one thing
we must not do is lose our wit, but we
must become wise and learn to dis-
cern regardless of the many voices.
We need to keep in mind, there are
those who present what they perceive
to be truth but their presentations
might not be nothing more than good-
sounding theories. The problem with
being human is we want to hold onto
something tangible that makes sense
and would silence the confusion that
is turning our understanding upside
down, causing us to fear. This fear
can turn into skepticism because the
events around us become too great to
handle, or depression sets in because
it appears there is no hope on the
horizon to change the nightmare that
seems to have been thrust upon us.
Since we have a tendency to latch on
what makes sense to us, we must
recognize it is what is going on behind
the scenes that will determine the real
outcome; therefore, we must hold
lightly to man’s conclusions.

As | consider what is happening
today, | have come to a couple of con-
clusions. | actually wrote about some
of this very subject in my article for
this month. The first thing | have con-
cluded is evil has been unleashed in
such an unimaginable way in this
country. Truly seducing and unclean
spirits abound, but as Christians we
must keep in mind that we have been
given the Holy Spirit who leads us into
all truth and enables us to discern
(John 16:13; 1 Corinthians 2:10-14; 2
Timothy 4:1)

This evil has always been there
to some extent, but it is now being
uncovered and the stench is unbeliev-
able. We are clearly seeing the face of
it emerge into an incredible insanity. It
is hard to watch, as we witness the
hateful rhetoric and threats ramp up to
such a high pitch that it can leave us

in a terrible state of mind if we receive
it as being so. As a result, | have
turned off almost all news because it
has been nothing but Satan’s lies. The
problem is that these lies have emerge
into one big boastful voice that seems
loud, but has no power behind it. In
the midst of such boastful arrogance,
we need to go back to the promises of
God and stand on them, knowing that
the meek, not the wicked will inherit
the earth.

We also need to educate our-
selves. For example, it is coming out
more and more that the Covid-19 is a
hoax. It stands for Certification Of Vac-
cination Identification. The vaccina-
tions have not been thoroughly tested
and have been known to change the
DNA of a person as well as give them
the corona virus or kill them. It is also
known that a chip is in the vaccine that
will be used as a point of identification
to a wicked one-world system. They
are now admitting that the testing pro-
cedure is not trustworthy, but for many
governors, such as ours in the State of
Idaho, it has proven to be lucrative
business for them, while destroying
hopes and dreams of the citizens, in
order to insert tyrannical control over
the people. Granted, it is a flu and it
can cause grave problems for those
who have underlying diseases includ-
ing death, but the purpose of it is to
break small businesses that keep our
economy going to usher in a New
World government under a communis-
tic system where no one owns land
and everyone is beholden to the gov-
ernment for all needs.

The Bible declares we will be liv-
ing in precarious times as we get clos-
er to Jesus’ coming, but we need to
realize that there is nothing new hap-
pening under the sun. According to
Luke 21:25-36, we must be watchmen
who properly read the signs of the
times because we know the Word of
God, discern what spirit is in operation
because we recognize the fruits that
are being produced and where it will
ultimately end. We must be ready to
wait on the Lord as to His instructions,
stand for truth if need be, march by
faith if instructed to, fight if command-
ed, and trust what is true even if it
looks like we are on the losing side.
Granted, it may appear as if we are
losing the battle, but we must know
that if we are standing on the right side
of eternity, we are on the winning side
because the battle is the Lord’s, and in
the end, His enemies will be put under

His feet signifying He has won the
war.

The final thing we must do is
pray that we are found worthy to es-
cape the judgment of this time, know-
ing ultimately that we will be standing
before the Son of man. Man may act
like he is in charge, but he is an in-
strument in either the hand of the god
of the age, Satan, or the God of the
Universe, Jehovah. Government may
threaten to take away all rights, free-
doms, and your very life, but it is God
who decides how long and how far a
government will go. God uses Satan
to test our faith, man to test our re-
solve, and government to test our
character. His goal is to reveal hearts,
enlarge faith, refine character, and
prepare His people to be the chaste
bride that is prepared to meet their
bridegroom.

As believers we must always go
back to what God said and the prom-
ises He made. This is the only place
we can be assured of, and then we
must seek His face in all matters so
that we can properly read the signs,
discern the time, and when all has
been said and done, ensure we are
standing on the right side of eternity. t

DO PEOPLE CHOOSE

TO GO TO HELL?
By Lynette Hughes

To say people choose to go to
hell is just another cliché that Chris-
tians spout. No one standing on the
edge of the Lake of Fire will willingly
and gleefully jump in. Scripture says
they will be 'thrown' in. What they
have chosen is sin; they have chosen
to reject what God says about sin
thinking they can escape the conse-
quences. One who has their mind and
heart blinded by the enemy cannot
grasp either the glories of heaven or
the true horrors of the Lake of Fire.
Their hearts are hardened because
they have suppressed the truth by
their wickedness, yet every human
being has enough knowledge of God
to be held accountable before Him on
the day of judgement. t

“For the time is come that judgment
must begin at the house of God: and
if it first begin at us, what shall the
end be of them that obey not the gos-
pel of God? And if the righteous
scarcely be saved, where shall the
ungodly and the sinner appear?

—1 Peter 4:17, 18
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