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CHOICES
Part 1
The Path of Delusion
By Rayola Kelley

It is hard to believe that our lives
are made up of choices. We fail to
recognize such a reality because
even our inaction is a choice and so is
every other action or response. We
make choices without even knowing it
because it is natural for us to do so.
The only time we are aware of choic-
es is when we have some decision to
make, or some contrast in which we
must weigh a matter in order to come
to a conclusion.

The question is, if we naturally
make decisions, what influences
them? | have had to consider this
many times during my Christian walk
because choices create their own cur-
rent that can quickly take us into
rough waters. Sadly, when we find
ourselves in rough waters, we look
around to find an excuse and an es-
cape without figuring out what got us
in that predicament in the first place.
Granted there are outside reasons for
why we might be in a situation but we
still must acknowledge that we are
making some type of choice or deci-
sion as to how to react or respond to
it, which will determine if we head into
smooth waters or towards a waterfall.

Let’s consider some of the choic-
es that were obvious in the Bible. The
first one we have to consider up front
is God’s choice to create man from
the dust and form him in a state of
innocence along with the free will to
choose. We see that choice was cen-

tered in the creation of man. It is also
centered as to who man decides to
become. Adam was created out of the
dust of the earth to identify him to cre-
ation, but he was formed in such a
way that he could house the very
breath of God so that he could be-
come a spiritual man who could inter-
act with his Creator in a personal and
intimate way.

God’s choice had purpose be-
hind it. He knew the beginning to the
end and the in-between of what would
take place. The biggest reason for
failure when it comes to choices is
that man fails to see beyond the pre-
sent in light of future possibilities and
consequences. The lack of foresight
about such matters reveals two things
about such an individual—he, or she,
lacks the wisdom of hindsight (past
lessons learned) that enable him or
her to discern the present in order to
use discretion which affects the fu-
ture.

There are many who would have
us believe that the environment de-
fines us. To some extent that is true,
but we still have a choice as to wheth-
er we define how the environment is
going to affect us. We can always find
our excuses for why we make the
wrong choices but the main reason
we make the wrong choices is be-
cause we can, and we prefer to do so
(John 3:19-21).

If you don’t believe me, let us go
back to the Garden of Eden. God set
the first man in a perfectly designed
garden that encouraged sweet fellow-
ship. Imagine walking with the Lord in
the cool of the evening and enjoying
who He was in a time of communion
in the midst of paradise. Man had do-
minion over creation and all he had to
do was walk with the Lord and enjoy
what his Creator had provided for him
(Genesis 1:26; 3:8).

This brings us to the next choice
which rests with man. Man had it all,
relationship with God, living in para-
dise, dominion over his world, and all
of his needs met. However, he had
something else, he had a contrast that
would eventually end with him making
a choice. It is important to point out

that wherever there is a contrast, it
points to some type of test, and pass-
ing or failing it depends on the choice
that is ultimately made.

This brings up a very vital point.
Isaiah 45:7 states, “I form the light,
and create darkness: | make peace,
and create evil: | the LORD do all
these things.” People have a hard
time believing a holy God would cre-
ate evil, but He is the One who creat-
ed the source of evil in the first garden
that contained the seeds of death.
God will never tempt us to do evil but
it is clear He has created both dark-
ness and evil to bring forth a clear
contrast between light of what is mor-
ally good and delightful and darkness
as to the ways of darkness and de-
struction. It is man who will choose
between the two choices based on his
character (James 1:13). As previously
stated, without contrast, there would
be no need for choice and no means
to test the hearts and faith of people.
If man is going to have a choice, there
must be options from which to
choose. His heart, character, and atti-
tude will determine what he chooses,
which will reveal his true inward state.

We see that even the angels had
a choice as to whom they would
serve. Ezekiel 28:13-19 gives us in-
sight about Lucifer. He started out as
an anointed cherub who was perfect
in his ways until iniquity was found in
him. His heart was lifted up against
God because of his beauty and he
chose to rebel and took a third of the
stars (angels) with him (Revelation
12:14).

There are a couple of things we
need to consider. Even in the state of
perfection, the angels had a choice.
When Lucifer made the wrong choice,
he fell from a state of perfection into
the unredeemable state of complete
evilness. Man, who was created in
innocence, fell into a fallen state from
which he could be redeemed. We now
must choose between the ways of life
or death, light or darkness, righteous-
ness or wickedness, good or evil. In
our present state, we can’t imagine
being in a perfect state like the fallen
angels were and making the wrong
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choice, but the angels who remain in
their perfect state desire to look into
the matter of our redemption (7 Peter
1:12). 1t is the right choices that bring
a believer to great perfection or ma-
turity in his or her Christian walk.
These steps will lead them to their
destination where in due time they
can realize the fullness of their re-
demption (Ephesians 1:10-14).

The second thing we must note
is that Ezekiel 28:13 states that Luci-
fer was in the Garden of Eden. Some
people believe this to be the mount of
God or Zion, but when we consider
the story of the Garden of Eden, Sa-
tan was in that garden in the serpent,
and the Bible says of the serpent that
he was more, “subtil than any beast of
the field” (Genesis 3:1).

Some people wonder why God
gave man a choice. The reason is
simple, man must choose whether he
is going to love and serve God or
whether he is going to give some type
of lip service while serving his person-
al interests. We see through Scrip-
tures that people are very quick to
give such lip services, but choices
eventually reveal their true character
(Matthew 15:8-9).

The first man had a choice be-
tween two types of trees (Genesis
2:9). There were many trees in the
garden, but there were only two trees
that would impact and change the
dynamics of Adam’s existence. This is
true for us as well. There may be
many things in this world to choose
from, but what we must note is that
which can change the quality of our
life.

Adam had a choice between the
tree of life and the tree of knowledge
of good and evil that stood in the
midst of the garden. They were in the
center reminding us that we will en-
counter such choices in the midst of
the normal activities of our life. These
trees were noted because they were
distinct and would determine the state
in which he would live his life. This
brings us to another aspect of choic-
es: our decisions are based on our
spiritual state and will often reinforce
it. The question is what was the state
of Adam and Eve?

As stated above, they both were
created in an innocent state but fell
into a fallen state because of their
choices. Since Eve gets the most
blame for the great fall of man in the
garden, let us consider her state first
to see why she went wrong and
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where she went wrong. The reason |
say this is because most people take
teachings on the fall of man and make
it a finger-pointing session just as Ad-
am did in the garden, rather than
coming to terms with the important
examples we have concerning temp-
tation and sin.

To understand Eve’s great deba-
cle, we need to understand how the
enemy works. Satan lies in wait until
the right opportunity presents itself.
We are not told as to whether Eve
was casually walking by the tree of
knowledge of good and evil or wheth-
er she was seeking out Adam or
some other tree. We are not given
any real details, but what we can sur-
mise is that she was probably minding
her own business when she walked
by the tree of knowledge of good and
evil. She may have been thinking
about something else, but the key
here is that Satan no doubt was lying
in wait in that tree. He was waiting for
someone to walk by who was vulnera-
ble, unprepared, and innocent enough
to get caught up with his lies.

Most of the time we fall into
some temptation during times when,
for the most part, we are minding our
own business. We are not paying at-
tention, which means we are not on
guard or paying heed to our surround-
ings. We need to recognize vulnera-
ble areas in our inner character and
outward life that Satan can subtly use
to somehow get our attention.

This is what he did with Eve. He
caught her attention with the question,
“Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat
of every tree of the garden?” Eve’s
first response should have been to
flee from the serpent and seek out
and draw near to God. Instead she
stopped to interact with the serpent.
This is the second wrong choice. In
the first scenario, it was inaction that
initially set her up. This is true for
most of us. When we fail to quickly
respond the right way towards temp-
tation, we give our enemy time to
make inroads into our lives with his
lies. This opens us up to interact with
the enemy.

The question seemed simple
enough, but the one thing you must
keep in mind at all times about Satan
is that he is a liar and can’t be rea-
soned with by the truth. Granted, he
ultimately must and will submit to the
authority and truth of God’s Word, but
you can’t reason with a liar. Satan
can’t be converted; rather, he is out to

seduce, indoctrinate, and destroy any
faith you have towards God in order to
kill any viable testimony you may pos-
sess and ultimately destroy your soul.

We understand Satan’s pattern
because of this incident in the garden.
He must first attack God’s Word be-
cause it represents His authority
(Genesis 3:1). “Did God say?” will
often put confusion in a person, while
opening the door of temptation. The
first thing we must note is that God
did not say they could not eat of it be-
cause if they chose to do so, they
could; rather, He commanded that
they not eat of it because of the ulti-
mate consequences it would bring
upon them. God does not keep us
from the best; rather, he steers us
towards that which ensures the excel-
lent benefits of the life He has prom-
ised us.

This brings us to Eve’s response
(Genesis 3:2-3). She admitted that
she was not to eat of the tree because
it would result in death, but she also
added that they were not to touch it.
In our need to take a point of defense,
we can sometimes add to something
that will, in a sense, weaken our stand
and bring more confusion. God’s
Word does not need defense or ex-
planation because it means what it
means. The main point was not to eat
of it because that is what would bring
the consequences of death upon
them.

Once confusion comes in, then
the lie can be sown. “Ye shall not
surely die” (Genesis 3:4). Since God
really doesn’t mean what He says,
God’s character comes into question,
and since He doesn’t mean what He
says, His warnings don’t need to be
taken seriously. The logic is, “Surely
He will overlook such a small infrac-
tion.” However, what people fail to
realize is, it is not the size of the in-
fraction that matters, it is the fact that
such an infraction carries the seeds of
death. This is true of all sin. It carries
the seeds of death, and whether it
affects us like arsenic where it slowly
robs us of life, or kills us all of a sud-
den if we have a big enough dose and
everything in us shuts down, it still
results in death unless action is taken
to counteract it. | praise God it was
provided through Jesus. He is our
antidote.

In the beginning of her tempta-
tion, we see that Eve chooses to inter-
act with the serpent and secondly,
she decided to give his presentation




weight by listening to it. This set her
up for the final temptation where
God’s intention is brought into ques-
tion. As you can see, it begins with
putting doubt on His Word as to its
credibility. The next part of the temp-
tation is where His character is
brought into question, that surely, He
must be exaggerating or lying, and the
final assault is against His intention.

Jeremiah 29:11 gives us this
insight into God’s intentions, “For |
know the thoughts that | think toward
you, saith the LORD, thoughts of
peace, and not of evil, to give you an
expected end.” God who is holy can’t
possess anything that is not pure and
He only operates from what is trans-
parent and upright.

Satan’s first question to Eve put
her on the defense, causing her to set
the record straight, while setting her
up to fall into his trap. His second ma-
neuver was simple, he simply
changed the truth of the matter with
an outright lie and he proved it with a
half-truth by throwing doubt on God'’s
real intention. Consider what he said,
“For God doth know that in the day ye
eat thereof, then your eyes shall be
opened, and ye shall be as gods,
knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:5).

Since Adam and Eve had a con-
trast of two trees representing right
and wrong, they also had an aware-
ness that there was good (right) and
evil (wrong). Satan touted that God
did not want them to know the differ-
ence because it would make them like
Him. Keep in mind, God knew good
and evil, but He never had to experi-
ence it to understand it. Knowing the
difference between good and evil is all
that is needed to avoid the pitfalls of
evil, but the temptation was to partake
of and experience evil in the form of
rebellion to be like God. Satan was
saying that it is by experiencing evil
that one becomes like God, but that is
the biggest lie of all. Experiencing evil
is what will bring separation between
God and man. It will rob man of inno-
cence, bringing a feeling of shame
upon his soul, and causing him to hide
in the darkness of it from a Holy God.

It was after Satan brought a re-
proach on God’s intention that Eve
considered the tree. At this time the
possibility of her being like God tanta-
lized her pride enough for her to con-
sider that such a notion could be true,
causing the tree and its fruit to be sud-
denly magnified in her mind. Once
something is magnified in our mind, it

can catch our eye, and if it seems
pleasant to the eye then one can con-
clude it will be pleasant to the taste,
and partaking of it will bring the de-
sired result to the flesh.

People find themselves either
falling into Satan’s traps or walking
into them. For Eve, she fell into it.
When confronted about her actions,
Eve stated that the serpent had be-
guiled her and as a result she did eat.
Some people say that Eve was not
telling the truth, but in actuality that is
exactly what happened to her. She
was subtly ensnared into a trap of se-
duction and then beguiled which
means thoroughly provoked to partake
of the tree,

The Apostle Paul stated in 1 Tim-
othy 2:14, “And Adam was not de-
ceived, but the woman being deceived
was in the transgression.” He also
made this statement in 2 Corinthians
11:3, “But | fear, lest by any means, as
the serpent beguiled Eve through his
subtilty, so your minds should be cor-
rupted from the simplicity that is in
Christ.” Paul is clear that Eve was
found in transgression because she
was deceived. He also made it clear
the she was beguiled through subtility
of her mind.

It is important to recognize how
Satan entraps you. He will try to put
you on the defense by defending the
truth. The truth never needs to be de-
fended, it stands alone and we are to
stand on it. It is natural to use logic,
but there is no reasoning with Satan
because he is a liar and is bent on
changing one’s reality and he starts by
confusing the truth. From there he
complicates everything by bringing in
one’s motives and intentions, shroud-
ing what is simply right and wrong and
seducing one into another reality.
From the platform of seduction, the
possibilities of experiencing something
of such significance that any wrong
with its consequences will pale in light
of the final results. At this point, the
pursuit becomes a relentless obses-
sion, clearly provoked to such incredi-
ble heights that one finds self being
consumed by the false utopia created
by the possibilities.

As you can see, Eve did not de-
cide to walk in the garden to be de-
ceived, but her great failure happened
with her making one wrong choice
after the other. She became caught up
with a demonic current that ushered
her into a delusion that ended with her
transgressing the commandment of

God. Each choice seemed insignifi-
cant in and of itself, but each one was
a stepping stone to the next step of
delusion.

We can see what Eve did wrong
and become critical of her, but the
point is how many of us have found
ourselves in a similar current at one
time or another? | am thankful that
God promised a way out to Eve and
provided it for us. We know the solu-
tion was the seed of woman, the Son
of God, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Next month we will consider Ad-
am’s choices. Eve fell into sin be-
cause of delusion, but Adam walked
into it with his eyes wide open. Paul
made that clear in 1 Timothy 2:14a,
“And Adam was not deceived.” The
question is what happened to Adam
and what reason did he have for mak-
ing the wrong choice that would end
in the spiritual death of all of his de-
scendants? T

NATIONS AND GOD’S LOVE
By Oswald Chambers

We talk about a Christian na-
tion—there never has been such a
thing. There are Christians in the na-
tions, but not Christian nations. The
constitution of nations is the same as
that of a human being. There is a
difference between individuality and
personality; individuality is all elbows
and must stand alone; personality is
something that can be merged and
blended. Individuality is the husk of
the personal life; when personal life is
emancipated, individuality goes. So
with nations. The kingdoms of this
world have become intensely individ-
ualistic, with no love for God, or care
for one another. . . . . According to the
Bible, nations as we know them are
the outcome of what ought never to
have been. Civilisation was founded
on murder, and the basis of our civi-
lized life is competition. There are
grand ingredients in civilization, it is
full of shelter and protection, but its
basis is not good. We each belong to
a nation, and each nation imagines
that God is an Almighty representa-
tive of that nation. If nations are right,
which is the right one?...There is one
thing worse than war and that is sin,
the thing that startles us is not the
thing that startles God. We are
scared and terrorised when our social
order is broken...but how many of us
in times of peace...bother one iota
about the state of men’s hearts to-
wards God? ¢




ELEPHANTS IN THE CHURCH
Part Six

THE HOLY GHOST AND FIRE
By Jeannette Haley

The wind bloweth where it listeth,
and thou hearest the sound thereof,
but canst not tell whence it cometh,

and whither it goeth: so is every one
that is born of the Spirit.” — John 3:8

Jean Hersey, (1914-1993) Ameri-
can journalist, novelist and professor
once wrote, “In March winter is holding
back and spring is pulling forward.
Something holds and something pulls
inside of us too.” How true it is that
within  us “something” holds’ and
“something pulls.” In the spiritual are-
na, one should discern just what
“holds” and what “pulls”; that is, wheth-
er it is the war between the flesh and
the spirit, the convicting power of the
Holy Spirit, the leading of the Holy
Spirit, or a revelation of the Holy Spirit.
One has to wonder how many Chris-
tians would even recognize the Person
and work of the Holy Spirit if He were
to come into the midst of their busy
gatherings and daily lives in this age of
great apostasy? | think most of us
would have to honestly admit that an-
other “elephant” in our post-modern
churches is the subject of the Person
and work of the Holy Spirit as revealed
in the Holy Bible.

I's been our sad experience for
decades in our involvement and minis-
try in different organized, mainstream
churches that the Holy Spirit is often
either misunderstood, ignored, mis-
used or abused. We have suffered
through church services where He was
grieved, quenched, and/or vexed as a
result of said actions and attitudes,
mainly because of the great lack of
sound biblical teaching, or discipleship.
All too often just the mere mention of
the gifts, ministry, and work of the Holy
Spirit elicits fear, rejection, protests
and sometimes downright animosity,
all due to wrong teaching (or no sound
teaching at all, false conclusions, igno-
rance and unbelief.) There can be no
doubt about it that we are living in the
time prophesied of a famine for the
Word of God due to the lack of sea-
soned, Spirit filled, God-ordained
teachers in the Body of Christ—people
who have studied to show themselves
“approved unto God” who know how to
“rightly divide the word of truth” in the
fear of God, by the revelation of the
Holy Ghost. (See 2 Timothy 2:15.)

Most of the truly great Bible teachers
have gone on to glory, swept up and
away in the great tides of time and
ushered into heaven, leaving behind a
scattered, yet committed, but often
struggling, remnant of God-fearing
people who have not bowed to the
changing spiritual landscape of here-
sy, “easy believism,” “seeker-friendly,”
“ear-tickling,” “happy-clappy,” “positive
confession,” “cheap grace,” “New Age
Contemplation,” or “man-centered-
money-making-mega-church-mania.”

These aberrant movements, doc-
trines of demons, beliefs or what-have
-you exist because professing Chris-
tians-in-name-only do not possess a
good, strong, solid foundation on the
Rock of Jesus Christ, sound doctrine,
and undying love for the truth of His
Word. When | say “professing Chris-
tians” I'm referring to those people
who say they “believe” (something), or
who think they are saved, or who
hope they are saved because of some
emotional experience, or because
they echoed a “sinner’s prayer,” or
went through the “four-steps to salva-
tion,” or because somebody told them
they were saved, or because a self-
proclaimed TV “evangelist” assures
them they are saved (especially if
they send him or her money.) Keep in
mind, one of the major ways the devil
gains ground in the souls of mankind
is through  confusion—confusion
based on half-truths and lies, which
results in fear. Therefore, the question
is, how can a person determine if he
or she is truly saved or not? The an-
swer is very simple: Jesus said,
“Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except
a man be born again, he cannot see
the kingdom of God. Verily, verily, |
say unto thee, Except a man be born
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God. That
which is born of the flesh is flesh; and
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
Marvel not that | said unto thee, Ye
must be born again” John 3:3, 5-7.
“Hereby know we that we dwell in
him, and he in us, because he hath
given us of his Spirit,” 1 John 4:13.
Again, we are warned in Romans 8:9,
“But ye are not in the flesh, but in the
Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God
dwell in you. Now if any man have not
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”

| think these Scriptures are very
plain and easy to understand. A per-
son is either born again of the Holy
Spirit, or they are not. Romans 8:16
declares, “The Spirit itself beareth

witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God.” A person who is
truly born again will not tolerate or
expose him or herself to teachers or
preachers (or anything else) that has
the wrong spirit behind them. A true
Spirit-filled, Spirit-led Bible teacher
will disciple, teach, train, and equip,
that is, establish believers in the
Word of God, and the principles
therein; but it is the Holy Spirit who
imparts the revelation of the Word,
making it “alive” so it is not “dead
letter.” In other words, it is the Holy
Spirit who illumines, or gives revela-
tion of the Word to a person’s spirit,
mind, and soul so that it (the Word)
becomes the living water that brings
life and quickens our spirit, the man-
na from heaven that feeds and nour-
ishes, and the truth that sets us free.
Thus, the Holy Spirit establishes the
life of Christ in a person’s innermost
being. This is what 1 John 2:27
means: “But the anointing which ye
have received of him abideth in you,
and ye need not that any man teach
you: but as the same anointing
teacheth you of all things, and is
truth, and is no lie, and even as it
hath taught you, ye shall abide in
him.”

Jesus said to His disciples, “And
I will pray the Father, and he shall
give you another Comforter, that he
may abide with you for ever; Even
the Spirit of truth; whom the world
cannot receive; because it seeth him
not, neither knoweth him: but ye
know him; for he dwelleth with you,
and shall be in you” John 14:16, 17.
The question is, where does that
leave a church which fails to uphold
the truths of Scripture, complies to
the ways of the world, and doesn’t
know the Holy Spirit? The Holy Spirit
is a Person—the third Person of the
Godhead. He is not a “force,” an “it,”
or some “energy.” The postmodern
and denominational churches of to-
day may “appear tfo  have
a form of godliness, but [they] deny
the power thereof.” (See 2 Timothy
3:5.) This is because it's much easier
(in order to be “successful’) to sacri-
fice the truth concerning sin, judg-
ment, hell, repentance, faith, the ne-
cessity of being born again, and right-
eous living in obedience to God.

What is the “power” that is so
often “denied,” and how does the
Lord view this form of denial? To an-
swer this question, we need to go
back to the beginning of the Church.
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It may surprise you to learn that Pen-
tecost was not the “beginning” of Je-
sus’ Church; rather, it began the same
day that Jesus rose from the dead and
appeared to His disciples who were
gathered together (except for Thomas,
who encountered Jesus later). Here is
what we are told in John 20:19-23,
“Then the same day at evening, being
the first day of the week, when the
doors were shut where the disciples
were assembled for fear of the Jews,
came Jesus and stood in the midst,
and saith unto them, Peace be unto
you.And when he had so said, he
shewed unto them his hands and his
side. Then were the disciples glad,
when they saw the LORD. Then said
Jesus to them again, Peace be unto
you: as my Father hath sent me, even
so send | you. And when he had said
this, he breathed on them, and saith
unto them, Receive ye the Holy
Ghost: Whose soever sins ye remit,
they are remitted unto them; and
whose soever sins ye retain, they are
retained. (Note: According to Strong’s
Concordance, the word “remit” in
Greek means: to go; to send forth, in
various applications (as follow):--cry,
forgive, forsake, lay aside, leave, let
(alone, be, go, have), omit, put (send)
away, remit, suffer, yield up. Jesus
was imparting to His disciples the
power to go in His Name and minister
according to the New Covenant.

To help give us more insight into
these often misunderstood verses,
here is what Ellicott's Commentary for
English Readers says: “(23) Whose
soever sins ye remit, they are remitted
unto them. . . . Assuming what has
there been said, it will be sufficient to
add that this power is here immediate-
ly connected with the representative
character of the disciples as apostles
sent by Christ, as He was Himself sent
by the Father (John 20:21), and that
its validity is dependent upon their
reception of the Holy Ghost (John
20:22), by whom Christ Himself is pre-
sent in them (John 14:18; John 16:7-
11). Sent as He was sent, they are not
sent to condemn the world, but that
the world through Him might be saved;
but in their work, as in His, men are
condemned because the light is come
into the world, and men love darkness
rather than light.

“The ultimate principles upon
which this power rests are those stat-
ed above—the being sent by Christ,
and the reception of the Holy Ghost.
God has promised forgiveness wher-

ever there is repentance; He has not
promised repentance wherever there
is sin. It results from every declaration
of forgiveness made in the name of
the Father through Jesus Christ, that
hearts which in penitence accept it
receive remission of their sins, and
that the hardness of the hearts which
willfully reject it is by their rejection
increased, and the very words by
which their sins would be remitted be-
come the words by which they are
retained.

“On individual words in this verse
it is important to note that in the better
text the tense of that rendered “are
remitted” is a strict present, while that
rendered “are retained” is in the per-
fect-present. The difference is not
easy to preserve in English, but the
thought seems to be, “Whose soever
sins ye remit—a change in their condi-
tion is taking place—their sins are be-
ing remitted by God; whose soever ye
retain—their condition remains un-
changed—they have been, and are
retained.”™

In order for the disciples (and the
true Church of Jesus Christ) to be sent
(out into the world) as the Father sent
Jesus, they (and we) must receive the
Holy Spirit and His power. To put it
another way, every born-again child of
God (or the Church) is the Body of
Christ and is here to be the “salt and
the light” of the world, not to live for
our own selfish pleasures. But, unless
we receive the Holy Ghost and His
power, we will not be equipped, pre-
pared, or empowered for this great
commission. As Oswald Chambers
said, “A missionary is one sent by Je-
sus Christ as He was sent by God.
The great dominant note is not the
needs of men, but the command of
Jesus. The source of our inspiration in
work for God is behind, not before.
The tendency to-day is to put the in-
spiration ahead, to sweep everything
in front of us and bring it all out to our
conception of success. In the New
Testament the inspiration is put be-
hind us, the Lord Jesus. The ideal is to
be true to Him, to carry out His enter-
prises.” Can we honestly say that the
organizations of today that call them-
selves “Christian churches” are true to
Jesus and His Word and carrying out
His enterprises, or are we witnessing
a “Laodicean church age?”

No wonder the “elephant” that
people tiptoe around and try to ignore,
that is, the Holy Spirit is avoided in our
churches, for if Jesus, who is the Bap-

tizer of the Holy Ghost and fire (see
Matthew 3:11) means what He says,
and says what He means (which He
does) then that also means we have
to get busy about our Father’s busi-
ness and quit playing church! We
have to lay aside all our silly notions
about what “church” is all about, shun
the “church culture” of this wicked age
of “meet, greet, eat, and retreat,” and
wake up to reality. It means we have
to fall on our faces and repent of all
the religious malarkey and smoke
screens we hide behind so the reality
of the High and Lofty One, the Majes-
ty in the Heavens becomes a burning
fire within our souls, consuming the
pride, selfish-centeredness, lukewarm
-ness, complacency, rebellion, and
unholiness that lies in the darkness of
unbelief, denial and “civilized” rebel-
lion. The question we must face is
that posed by the Apostle Peter, “And
if the righteous scarcely be saved,
where shall the ungodly and the sin-
ner appear” 1 Peter 4:18?

Some denominations, as noted
above, avoid any mention of the Holy
Spirit, let alone teach about Him,
while other denominations over-
emphasize certain evidences of the
infilling of the Holy Spirit (that may or
may not be according to Scripture),
and others, who have not been
properly discipled and grounded in
the Word, can, in their zeal, open
themselves up to, and operate in,
“another spirit” altogether. Such is the
case with many who have opened
themselves up and fallen for the se-
ductive spirits within the contempla-
tive spirituality movement which is a
toxic occult mixture of New Age, Hin-
duism, Shamanism, and other ancient
pagan spiritualistic practices. Keep in
mind that Christians need to concern
themselves with only one Spirit, and
that is the Holy Spirit, for the array of
“other spirits” is endless and tamper-
ing with them will cost you your soul.

The key is to love the truth, and
there is only one source of truth!
Therefore, instead of ignoring the
subject of the Holy Spirit, denying the
Holy Spirit, or going in the opposite
extreme by flinging yourself over-
board in an emotional abandonment
that lacks any foundation in Truth and
[the right] Spirit, look to Jesus and His
Word. Pray that He will give you a
love for the truth so that you will not
be deceived by all the counterfeit spir-
its, teachings, psychobabble, super-
stitions, and pseudo “spiritual” junk
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that Satan has brought into the estab-
lished churches.

Rest assured, it is a grave imper-
tinence to gloss over Jesus' words
concerning the Holy Spirit whom He
sent. John 16:7-14 we read the won-
derful promises He gave prior to His
crucifixion, concerning the Holy Spirit:
“Nevertheless | tell you the truth; It is
expedient for you that | go away: for if
I go not away, the Comforter will not
come unto you; but if | depart, | will
send him unto you. And when he is
come, he will reprove the world of sin,
and of righteousness, and of judg-
ment: Of sin, because they believe not
on me; Of righteousness, because |
go to my Father, and ye see me no
more; Of judgment, because the
prince of this world is judged. | have
yet many things to say unto you, but
ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit
when he, the Spirit of truth, is come,
he will guide you into all truth: for he
shall not speak of himself; but whatso-
ever he shall hear, that shall he
speak: and he will shew you things to
come. He shall glorify me: for he shall
receive of mine, and shall shew it unto
you.”

Jesus was telling His anxious
disciples that it was better, and more
profitable for them for Him to go away
because if He didn’'t, the Comforter
(Holy Spirit) would not come to them.
To thoroughly investigate and study
this verse would be a major undertak-
ing because of the broad scope of
implications and depths of meaning
involved. For the purpose of this short
article, therefore, | hope my simple
input will suffice. After Jesus had se-
cured our salvation through the Cross
and His resurrection it was imperative
that He return to His former glory with
the Father, because He had accom-
plished what He was sent into the
world to do, (“It is finished” John
19:30). Now, in heaven He stands as
our Advocate, and He is “preparing a
place for wus” in His “Father’s
House” (John 14:3), which, | believe
will be fitting for us personally accord-
ing to the daily working within us by
the Holy Spirit who is preparing us for
our heavenly abode. If Jesus had re-
mained on earth in His glorified body,
then He would not only be limited to
one visible locality at a time, but the
Holy Spirit could not have been sent
by Him from heaven to continue the
work He began in and through, not
only the first disciples, but in every
blood-bought saint since that time.
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Jesus is building His church through
the indwelling Person and power of
the Holy Spirit, which is not limited, or
hindered, by certain, physical loca-
tions; rather, He is revealed to the
entire world through the individual
members of Christ's Body (the true
church) wherever they are; revealed
in God’s Word and the gifts of the
Spirit; revealed in the fulfilment of
Jesus’ promises of a Comforter—the
One who convicts of sin, righteous-
ness and judgment, who guides us
into all truth, shows us things to come,
and who always glorifies Jesus Christ.

Concerning conviction of sin, Os-
wald Chambers had this to say: “Very
few of us know anything about convic-
tion of sin; we know the experience of
being disturbed because of having
done wrong things; but conviction of
sin by the Holy Ghost blots out every
relationship on earth and leaves one
relationship  only—'Against  Thee,
Thee only, have | sinned”” When a
man is convicted of sin in this way, he
knows with every power of his con-
science that God dare not forgive him;
if God did forgive him, the man would
have a stronger sense of justice than
God. God does forgive, but it cost the
rending of His heart in the Death of
Christ to enable Him to do so. It is
shallow nonsense to say that God
forgives us because He is love. When
we have been convicted of sin we will
never say this again. The love of God
means Calvary, and nothing less; the
love of God is spelt on the Cross and
nowhere else. The only ground on
which God can forgive me is through
the Cross of my Lord. There, His con-
science is satisfied.

“Forgiveness means not merely
that | am saved from hell and made
right for heaven (no man would accept
forgiveness on such a level); for-
giveness means that | am forgiven
into a recreated relationship, into iden-
tification with God in Christ. The mira-
cle of Redemption is that God turns
me, the unholy one, into the standard
of Himself, the Holy One, by putting
into me a new disposition, the disposi-
tion of Jesus Christ.”

It's my contention that the lack of
true conviction of sin in the post-
modern churches of today is because
the Holy Spirit, the One who brings
conviction, is absent due to the flimsy,
lopsided, “politically correct” presenta-
tion of the Gospel. The days of strong,
robust, adamant, Spirit-inspired pow-
erful preaching from the pulpit have

been replaced by a weak, effeminate,
compromising, soft-on-sin “gospel”
based on current trends, the political-
ly correct social gospel, humanism,
and people-pleasing nonsense that
saves no one because, as Jesus
said, the Spirit was sent to convict of
sin because they do not believe on
Him. The proof that the apostate
church no longer believes in Him is
plain to see for the reasons just stat-
ed.

The Holy Spirit was also sent to
convict of righteousness after Jesus
returned to the Father and was no
longer visible on earth where He had
demonstrated His righteousness as
the Son of God. The righteousness
that the Holy Spirit convicts us of is
not influenced by our limited percep-
tions of righteousness based on up-
right living, good works, and “doing
our best;” rather, it transcends the
highest that fallen man could ever
attain to in his own power. Conviction
of righteousness is that inner knowing
that awakens the conscious mind to
the sobering reality that the only right-
eousness that will bring us into the
presence of God for eternity is the
righteousness of Christ. Anything less
can never stand in His presence, just
as the man who came into the wed-
ding feast of the king without a wed-
ding garment was not welcomed.
Thus, he was cast into outer dark-
ness because he trusted in his own
righteousness instead of the right-
eousness of Christ. (See Matthew
22:1-14.) If we are to partake of the
wedding supper of the Lamb, we
must be clothed in His robe of right-
eousness!

Again, we must honestly assess
if the Holy Spirit is actively working,
and thankfully being received in the
midst of the traditional churches of
today concerning the righteousness
of Christ, and how that translates to
those of us who claim to have re-
ceived Him. In other words, is our life
a living witness of the righteousness
of Christ that is being worked in us by
the indwelling Holy Spirit as we yield

ourselves to the
truth  of the
Word of God
and the power
of the Holy Spir-
it?

(To be contin-
ued in the next
issue.)




Vanishing Lovingkindnesses
and Tender Mercies
By T. A. McMahon (Excerpts)

God wants us to understand Him
and know Him. It's not about us; it's
about Him. He wants us to delight in
what He delights in, and He delights in
our extending lovingkindness to oth-
ers. To that end, He has enabled us
by His grace to reflect His attributes.
We are to “be the children of the High-
est: for He is kind unto the unthankful
and to the evil [person]” (Luke:6:35).
We are to “Put on therefore, as the
elect of God, holy and beloved, bow-
els of mercies, kindness, humbleness
of mind, meekness, longsuffer-
ing” (Colossians:3:12). For all of us
who claim to follow Jesus Christ,
those are not just things we do, but
they are who we are to be as Chris-
tians. True Christianity is wholly oth-
ers-directed. Selfless. Is that the way
the world sees us?

| received an article recently that
startled me. It was an interview with
Richard Dawkins. What surprised me
was his observation that Christianity is
losing its influence for good in the
world, and, as a consequence, creat-
ing a vacuum that is giving rise to in-
creasing wickedness. That is a stun-
ning reflection by a man who is argua-
bly the chief of the atheists. He still
doesn’t believe in God, but he sees a
literal fear of God by those who do
believe in Him as a welcome deterrent
against evil. He’s concerned that los-
ing that fear will give “people a license
to do really bad things,” and what he
sees happening throughout society is
shaking his confidence in his own be-
lief in humanity’s inherent goodness.
He realizes that people need help to
do good (http://bit.ly/2R9eiPs).

But that’'s not the main shocker.
When a committed atheist can see
Christianity failing in its influence
while, at the same time, Christen-
dom’s own leaders are mostly heed-
less of that fact, the church is in seri-
ous trouble.

What's the problem? Much of the
church is in the world, and much of
the world is in the church. How can
the church influence the world for
good when it's emulating it? When
they both look and act alike, their dif-
ferences fade away. Consequently,
those things that delight God—
particularly our emulation of His lov-
ingkindnesses and our “others” direct-
edness—are slowly but surely vanish-

ing. t

The Shameful Social Gospel
By T. A. McMahon (Excerpts)

The social gospel is a deadly dis-
ease for “people of faith.” It reinforces
the belief that salvation can be at-
tained by doing good works, putting
aside differences for the common
good, treating others the way we want
to be treated, acting morally, ethically,
and sacrificially—and that doing so will
endear humans to God. No! These are
self-deceptive  strivings that spurn
God’s salvation, deny His perfect
standard, and reject His perfect jus-
tice. Salvation is “not of works, lest
any man should boast.” In fact, it is “by
grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God” (Ephesians:2:8-9). Jesus de-
clared Himself to be condemned hu-
manity’s only hope for reconciliation
with God: “| am the way, the truth, and
the life: no man cometh unto the Fa-
ther, but by me” (John:14:6). There is
no other way, because God’'s perfect
justice demanded that the penalty for
sin for every human (“for all have
sinned” [Romans:3:23]) be paid. Only
the perfect, sinless God-Man could
and did pay that infinite penalty in full
by His death upon the Cross. Only
faith in Him reconciles a person with
God.

The shameful social gospel today
not only promotes “another gospel,”
but it helps to prepare a kingdom con-
trary to the teachings of Scripture. “For
our conversation [citizenship] is in
heaven; from whence also we look for
the  Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ” (Philippians:3:20)....Consistent
with its amillennial/postmillennial be-
ginnings, the efforts of the social gos-
pel are earthbound in their attempted
restoration of the kingdom of God.
Eugene Peterson has infiltrated that
heresy into his Message Bible: “God
didn’t go to all the trouble of sending
his Son merely to point an accusing
finger, telling the world how bad it
was. He came to help, to put the world
right again” (a perversion of
John:3:17).

Rob Bell, in his book Velvet Elvis,
reflects the “fix the earth” eschatology
of nearly all Emerging Church leaders:
“Salvation is the entire universe being
brought back into harmony with its
maker. This has huge implications for
how people present the message of
Jesus. Yes, Jesus can come into our
hearts. But we can join a movement
that is as wide and as big as the uni-
verse itself. Rocks and trees and birds

and swamps and ecosystems. God’s
desire is to restore all of it....The goal
isn't escaping this world but making
this world the kind of place God can
come to. And God is remaking us into
the kind of people who can do this
kind of work.”

For Emerging Church leader Bri-
an MclLaren, this is the future way of
life for the Christian. In an interview
July 28, 2008, on ChristianPost.com,
he said: “I think our future will also
require us to join humbly and charita-
bly with people of other faiths—
Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, Jewish, sec-
ularists, and others—in pursuit of
peace, environmental stewardship,
and justice for all people, things that
matter greatly to the heart of God.”
No, what matters to the “heart of God”
is “that all should come to repent-
ance” and believe the gospel.

Anyone who puts his hope in this
social gospel, which employs “people
of faith” to make “this world the kind of
place God can come to,” needs to
heed the words of Jesus in Luke:18:8:
“When the Son of man cometh, shall
he find faith on the earth?” People of
all faiths, yes, but certainly not “the
faith,” for which Jude exhorts true be-
lievers to earnestly contend. Lord,
help us all not to be ashamed of Your

gospel!

COMMENTS

“Interesting isn't HE fantastic as |
was thinking about you girls last night
and this morning. Listened to Carrie's
song online ...people need the Lord.
So beautiful... brings tears to the eyes
with the words and her voice ...she
has the voice of an angel!” - WA

“Interesting article you had on
music. Guess all these decades we
have heard it all, some good and
much bad. It seems to go with the
dress styles, wild hair with green and
purple colors and those ugly body
tattoos and body piercing, mind alter-
ing drugs and on and on. Thank God
for some good stuff!” - AB

“Thank you GSM team——well
written and above all—SOUND DOC-
TRINE—hard to find these days when
feelings and opinions replace the
truth!—Unfortunately many church-
es just play the numbers game and
turn worship with reverence into shal-
low entertainment just in order to
please the young audience and cater
to the flesh. WHAT HAPPENED TO
THE BEAUTIFUL OLD HYMNS?” -BC
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RAYOLA’S Q & A CORNER

Q: We are told in Romans 10:9-10,
“That if thou shalt confess with thy
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt be-
lieve in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt
be saved. For with the heart man be-
lieveth unto righteousness; and with
the mouth confession is made unto
salvation.” | understand why we must
believe the resurrection of Jesus in
our heart because it is the same as
receiving the Gospel by faith, but what
is the significance of confessing?

A: When people think about
“confessing” in terms of salvation it
seems like an exercise in vanity. It
really does not make sense to our way
of thinking, especially where there is
confusion about the matters of what
constitutes salvation in light of the pre-
sent presentation of God’s love, that
requires no response and grace that
often in its present rendition is void of
producing or expecting any responses
without negating its work of salvation
altogether. It is clear when you study
Romans that Paul is really trying to
squelch wrong presentations about all
matters concerning the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ.

In considering the concept of
“confession,” you must look it up in
sources that understand the intent of
it. The Greek meaning of this word in
the Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance
and in Wuest’'s Word Studies is the
same as “covenant.” When you con-
fess something in the New Testament,
you are verbally declaring, acknowl-
edging, identifying with, and entering
into a covenant. A covenant is a legal
binding contract, often between two
parties who are coming into agree-
ment. Covenants are perpetual and
ongoing until all matters agreed upon
are brought to fruition.

We know that Jesus and His re-
demption represent a new covenant.
Making a covenant is not just a matter
of believing in something, but it is
coming into a legal contract. In the Old
Testament these contracts were made
in the gates of the city where inten-
tions were verbally made known to
witnesses, and in some cases a san-
dal from one foot was taken off and
handed to the other party as a gesture
that it would be walked out according-
ly.

With this in mind we can now
approach the concept of confession
from a whole different perspective.

Salvation is clearly a heart matter, but
it is also part of the contract that not
only shows God’s intention and com-
mitment to save us to the uttermost,
but that He has chosen to legally bind
Himself to this agreement until our
redemption has been brought to com-
plete fruition. Consider Ephesians
1:13 and 14, “In whom ye also trusted,
after that ye heard the word of truth,
the gospel of your salvation: in whom
also after that ye believed, ye were
sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,
Which is the earnest of our inher-
itance until the redemption of the pur-
chased possession, unto the praise of
his glory.” Think about what these
Scriptures say, we as believers have
been given the Holy Spirit as a token,
down payment, an earnest agreement
until we realize the fullness of our re-
demption, which by the way, will only
be completely realized when we re-
ceive our new, glorified bodies.

This brings us to our part in this
contract and that is to confess Jesus
is Lord. Once again, we have to come
back to what it would mean for people
of that time to publicly confess Jesus
as being their Lord. May | say, it is
loaded with meaning, but | will try to
summarize what it means. 1) Jesus as
Lord (Adonai) points to the fact that
He is our owner (71 Corinthians
6:19,20; 7:23). Clearly, our part of the
agreement is that we are bound to
Him as servants. 2) As Lord, He has
the sole authority over our lives. In
other words, He alone is our master
and no other master, (Satan, sin, the
world, and death) can usurp His au-
thority in our lives. Satan must ask
permission to test us, sin must be giv-
en an audience by us to lay claim to
us, we must come into agreement
with the world to become its slave,
and we must choose the ways of
death before it can take us into the pit.
3) Jesus alone is the only one who
has a say over our lives and we are
here to do His bidding and not our
own. It is for this reason that Jesus
asked this simple question in Luke
6:46, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord,
and do not the things which | say?”
We also know that, as our Lord, what
He requires from us in Matthew 7:21,
“Not every one that saith unto me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king-
dom of heaven; but he that doeth the
will of my Father which is in heaven.”
4) The final reason we confess He is
Lord is because He is LORD of lords.
It is vital that every believer realize

that the New Testament covenant is
the result of what Jesus did as man on
the cross (redemption), what He is
doing as Priest (intercession), and
what He will do as God (judging the
world and ruling as KING of kings). In
the end, all will declare He is Lord to
the glory of the Father (Phil. 2:9-11).

Keep in mind, confession is a
verbal acknowledgment in the gate of
the world that He is our Lord. It is part
of our record or testimony that we
have entered into this binding con-
tract, identifying us to the One who
owns us, is responsible for us, and
determines the life we live and the
position we hold in His household. Our
part of the covenant is to be a servant
who does His bidding by obeying Him.
The Holy Spirit is God’s token to the
fact that He is legally binding Himself
to this covenant, but for the believer it
is confession, which serves as his or
her token that he or she is binding self
to this covenant. Matthew 10:32-33,
lays out the necessity of being willing
to confess Him as Lord, as you would
say, “take off the shoe” to make the
record official in the gate of the world
“Whosoever therefore shall confess
me before men, him will | confess also
before my Father which is in heaven.
But whosoever shall deny me before
men, him will | also deny before my
Father which is in heaven.”

| hope this answers your ques-
tion. ¢

QUOTES FROM A.W. TOZER

“Do you quietly bow your head in
reverence when you step into the av-
erage gospel church? | am not sur-
prised if your answer is no.

There is grief in my spirit when |
go into the average church, for we
have become a generation rapidly
losing all sense of divine sacredness
in our worship. Many whom we have
raised in our churches no longer think
in terms of reverence—which seems
to indicate they doubt that God’s Pres-
ence is there.

In too many of our churches, you
can detect the attitude that anything
goes. It is my assessment that losing
the awareness of God in our midst is a
loss too terrible ever to be appraised.”

“The world is perishing for lack of
the knowledge of God and the Church
is famishing for want of His Presence.”

“He had everything, but he pos-
sessed nothing. There is the spiritual
secret.”
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