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God’s Glorious Attributes
GRACIOUSNESS
Part 11
By Rayola Kelley

Being on Facebook has remind-
ed me of the somewhat small world |
live in. In spite of the earth being
small in light of the universe, | know
there is a big world out there and Fa-
cebook reminds me just how big and
entangled the world can be. This is
not new for me because for the last
three decades | have been serving
the Lord and have dealt with many
people through the years from various
backgrounds. When Jeannette and |
started out, we dealt with New Age
coming into the church, along with the
Positive Confession movement, the
Laughing Revival, and Unity through
Signs and Wonders to name a few.
We watched the seeker friendly
church take center stage, while some
chased after demonically inspired
phenomena that heightens the flesh.

We have wit-
nessed old hymns being
cast aside to be re-
placed with mantras that
lull people into an al-
most trans-like state
along with aggressive
songs that inspire flesh-
ly hype that brags of
bringing the god of this
world and his kingdom
down in defeat, which
will only happen when
Christ comes back to
set up His kingdom. We have been
accused of preaching another Gospel
because we believe the Word of Je-
sus and strive to be obedient to it,
which some consider to be a point of
earning our salvation rather than obe-
dience becoming an expression of it. |
could go on and on but | think you get
the point.

The commission to preach the
Gospel and make disciples of Jesus
Christ is so simple, but Jeannette and
| have found ourselves swimming
against a strong tide of twisted, per-
verted nonsense that often bogs us

down in utter muck. The problem is
that Satan, as the god of this world,
hides the true light of the Gospel,
which is the person of the Lord Jesus
Christ from those who do not love the
truth (2 Corinthians 4:1-6). People
become so blinded by half-truths that
they become unreasonable towards
the whole truth. Often times these
people take an acceptable truth into
the extreme making it an untruth that
highlights what | call a “cult mentality.”
Keep in mind, Satan has no new lies,
just repackaged lies to fit into the ter-
minology and culture of our day.
These repackaged lies are like muta-
tions of old lies. Each mutation mani-
fests itself in its followers in more ag-
gressive ways. When challenged, you
feel as if you're talking to a person
who plays the same recording over
and over, or a thoroughly pro-
grammed robot.

The Bible talks about the falling
away in the last days and yet this
warning seems to be ignored for the
most part (2 Thessalonian 2:3). | don’t
know about you, but | am very aware
of the fact that | can be deceived, be-
cause | have been deceived. | can be
conned, have the wool pulled over my
eyes, seduced into another reality,
and even conditioned to be indoctri-
nated into complete heresy.

Sadly, being on Facebook has
shown me that there is nothing new
happening under the sun when it
comes to man’s reality versus God’s
truth. There are those who are swept
away by every new fad or movement
taking place in Christianity into the
vast ocean of seduction (Ephesians
4:14). There are others who have al-
lowed themselves to be indoctrinated
into a certain school of religious
thought, making them unreasonable
and nasty when challenged. You actu-
ally encounter a demonic front with
these people that is arrogant, conde-
scending, and mean-spirited. Clearly,
these people’s indoctrination has
caused them to hide behind a reli-
gious cloak that gives them a form of
godliness; but they lack the power of
the Holy Spirit to live it, making it dead
-letter; thus, as a result of their hypoc-

risy of preaching it, but not living it, we
are instructed by the Apostle Paul,
“from such turn away” (2 Timothy 3:5).

There are those who have a cer-
tain theology. They dash here and
there, picking and choosing what suits
their theology and critically inserting
themselves into arenas they disagree
with so they can become an expert
and set those whom they deem to be
ignorant on the right track, only to be
rejected by many and sent off to lick
their wounds to only rise again anoth-
er day to once again insert them-
selves into the religious masses to
save “stupid” people from Scriptural
beliefs that have been around and
proven and upheld for 2,000 years.
The Apostle Paul described such peo-
ple in this manner in 2 Timothy 3:7,
“Ever learning, and never able to
come to the knowledge of truth.” The
knowledge here is not based on what
a person knows because often such
knowledge will puff a person up and
blind him or her to the destructive
precipice that he or she is balancing
on, but it has to do with coming to the
knowledge of the true Jesus Christ (1
Corinthians 8:1-2).

Not only do you encounter peo-
ple with different attitudes towards
their religious ideas, but you deal with
people who want to direct, adjust, re-
package, and edit truth so it can be-
come more acceptable to their way of
thinking. They want to take the harsh-
ness out of it by diluting God’s holi-
ness and soft-pedal man’s sin. They
want to emphasize certain attributes
of God such as His love to give peo-
ple a false hope so they don't feel so
bad about their spiritual ineptness as
they wallow in their spiritual misery. In
essence, these people serve as the
politically correct police of Scriptural
truth, and every time they take offense
for how truth will affect others, they
attack you for simply stating the truth.
You realize that for these people it
has nothing to do with truth that can
set the captive free but instead is a
means to justify their own fragile reali-
ty or shallow faith that clings to their
wishful thinking, but not to the reality
of God (John 8:31-36).




It is easy to erect a god to our
own liking. This god will agree with us
whether the Bible does or not. This
image will allow us to remain in stag-
nant comfort zones that continue to
remain untouched or immune from the
sharpness of God’s truth. This idol
allows us to pick and choose what our
theology or doctrine will consist of and
even accept fleshly worship that
leaves us feeling good about our reli-
gious experience without any reality of
God.

The problem when trying to con-
front these individuals is that in many
cases, they do not believe the full
counsel of God’s Word. You can use
Scriptures to challenge and bring bal-
ance, but some of these individuals
will have none of it because they have
Scriptures to confirm what they are
saying and what does not fit. Some
are so caught up with their senti-
mental concepts of God, that no mat-
ter what you say, they will either see
you as agreeing with them (even
though you don’t) or they will unmerci-
ful judge you as legalistic and un-
loving.

As | encounter these different
responses, | wrestle with how to re-
spond. Keep in mind, | would rather
simply preach the Gospel, but when
you run into the various opposing re-
sponses of those who call themselves
Christians, you begin to realize Jude’s
possible frustration in Jude 3 when he
stated, “Beloved, when | gave all dili-
gence to write unto you of the com-
mon salvation, it was needful for me
to write unto you, and exhort you that
ye should earnestly contend for the
faith which was once delivered unto
the saints.”

To contend for something means
to wrestle for it. Jude mentioned the
wrestling match in Jude 21-25, “Keep
yourselves in the love of God, looking
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ
unto eternal life. And of some have
compassion, making a difference: and
others save with fear pulling them out
of the fire; hating even the garment
spotted by the flesh. Now unto him
that is able to keep you from falling
and to present your faultless before
the presence of his glory with exceed-
ing joy, To the only wise God our Sav-
iour, be glory and majesty, dominion,
and power, both now and ever.
Amen.”

| believe the first response to any
opposition must be with truth that is
presented in a spirit of love and meek-
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ness. James  5:19-20  states,
“Brethren, if any of you do err from the
truth, and one convert him; Let him
know, that he which converteth the
sinner from the error of his way shall
save a soul from death, and shall hide
a multitude of sins.” However, when
confronted with the truth, you find
most people will become offended by
it and will focus their offense towards
you. The reason why is because truth
will challenge people’s present reality
and often offend their pride, occasion-
ally leaving them embarrassed, feel-
ing totally undone, as well as very
small, stupid, and foolish.

| have been confronted with the
truth and it immediately insulted me,
but | have chosen to love the truth
and once | step over my fleshly re-
sponse and see that it is truth, | will
humble myself before it to receive it in
the right spirit. Keep in mind people
are always saying they love God and
will do whatever He wants them to do.
They fail to realize that ultimately,
they will be tested as to whether they
love the truth because truth will chal-
lenge their attitude towards it, reveal
the character of their faith, and show
whether their claims are fading senti-
ment or real devotion.

The next thing | do is see how
the person responds to the truth. If
they keep on insisting on their reality,
| will do what the Bible instructs, “Let
the ignorant remain ignorant” about
such spiritual matters, knowing that
the Lord no longer winks at such igno-
rance for we are told in Acts 17:30-31,
“And the times of this ignorance God
winked at; but now commandeth all
men everywhere to repent: Because
he hath appointed a day, in the which
he will judge the world in righteous-
ness by that man whom he hath or-
dained: whereof he hath given assur-
ance unto all men, in that he hath
raised him from the dead.” (See 1 Co-
rinthians 14:38.) God has given us His
Word and instructed us to handle it by
rightly dividing it. We need to be work-
man that show we know how to let the
Word have its way in our lives to pro-
duce a desired result that will bring
glory to God, for we all will be held
accountable to how we handle His
Word (2 Timothy 2:15).

There are others who are out-
right heretics. They can be wolves
looking for a personal following or a
heretic that will lead people into the
ditch of destruction with false teach-
ing. With the wolf, we take the sword

to such an individual, usually causing
the wolf to flee seeking those who are
vulnerable, but we are told that after a
second admonition to a heretic, we
are to depart from the person. The
Apostle Paul gives the reason in Titus
3:11, Knowing that he that is such is
subverted, and sinneth, being con-
demned of himself.”

Finally, there are those who | find
a place of agreement with and leave it
there. These people usually walk
away thinking they have won the ar-
gument, but you quickly must learn
when to fight because putting fuel on
the fire of those who sincerely and
fearfully think they are right about all
matters will prove to be unprofitable in
the end. It is up to God to deal with
such individuals. The problem with
them is not that they are necessarily
wrong; it is that they are adjusting the
Word to their opinions or conclusions.

When | consider how God deals
with those who oppose His truth, |
realize He is ready to be gracious to-
wards them because many of them
are at crossroads or struggling with
the shades of gray that are being pro-
moted. As we can surmise, the word
“grace” is a noun. In other words, it is
the name or identification of some-
thing. The word “gracious” is an ad-
jective. An adjective cannot stand
alone because it serves as a descrip-
tion or manifestation of the noun.

It is for this reason that Strong’s
Concordance defines “graciousness”
as a matter or act where divine influ-
ence is exerted that will reflect favor,
benefits, and gifts that should be re-
ceived in gratitude because it is not
earned. It implies one stooping to
show grace, mercy, kindness, and
pity, and all matters related to it are
moral and will speak of the goodness
of the One who is the source of all
goodness, the Lord.

Consider what is associated with
God'’s graciousness that provides Him
with the avenue to show His kindness.
Exodus 34:6, “And the LORD passed
by before him, and proclaimed, the
LORD, the LORD God, merciful and
gracious, longsuffering, and abundant
in goodness and truth.” In this Scrip-
ture we see where mercy is the ave-
nue in which God can show His gra-
ciousness. In order to do it, He must
be longsuffering because it is His
heart for people to know His good-
ness and truth.

In Nehemiah 9:17, we are told,
“...but thou art a God ready to pardon,




gracious and merciful, slow to anger,
and of great kindness, and forsookest
them not.” We see in this verse that
pardon or forgiveness is the avenue in
which God wants to be gracious to-
wards His people by showing them
mercy and kindness. Nehemiah goes
on to remind the rebellious people of
Judah in Nehemiah 9:31, that it is for
the sake of mercy, He has not con-
sumed them in His wrath or forsaken
them because He is gracious and
merciful. How many of us realize that
it is because God is gracious that He
never leaves or forsakes us? He is
ever ready to show His graciousness
towards us in the form of His faithful-
ness to keep and preserve us.

Psalm 86:15 states, “But thou,
O Lord, art a God full of compassion
and gracious, longsuffering, and plen-
teous in mercy and truth.” Out of
God’s great compassion flows His
graciousness as He remains longsuf-
fering towards those in rebellion, ever
ready to show mercy and truth that
will set the captive free to love, wor-
ship, and serve Him.

Psalm 145:8-10 tells us, “The
LORD is gracious, and full of compas-
sion; slow to anger, and of great mer-
cy. The LORD is good to all: and his
tender mercies are over all his works.
All thy works shall praise thee, O
LORD; and thy saints shall bless
thee.” The source of graciousness is
the Lord Himself. Graciousness is one
of His many attributes and it serves as
a beautiful description of His grace. In
this verse we see where His gracious-
ness manifests itself in compassion
and is slow to anger, ready to show
His mercy. In fact, His mercy is over
all of His works which will bring honor
and glory to Him.

Isaiah 30:18 confirms that His
graciousness is to bring Him honor,
“And therefore will the LORD wait,
that he may be gracious unto you, and
therefore will he be exalted, that he
may have mercy upon you: for the
LORD is a God of judgment: blessed
are all they that wait for him.”

It is clear that the Lord wants to
be gracious and show His grace to us,
but the harsh reality is that people
who are dull of hearing, rebellious,
and complacent towards righteous-
ness will not be in the position or spirit
to properly discern and receive His
graciousness. After all, such individu-
als are walking away from Him and
doing their own thing.

The Bible is clear that only those

who truly repent will be recipients of
His graciousness. We read this in 2
Chronicles 30:9, “For if ye turn again
unto the LORD, your brethren and
your children shall find compassion
before them that lead them captive, so
that they shall come again into the
land: for the LORD your God is gra-
cious and merciful, and will not turn
away his face from you, if ye return
unto Him.”

Joel 2:12-13 states, “Therefore
also now, saith the LORD, turn ye
even to me with all your heart, and
with fasting, and with weeping, and
with mourning: And rend your heart,
and not your garments, and turn unto
the LORD your God: for he is gracious
and merciful, slow to anger, and of
great kindness, and repenteth him of
the evil.” God cannot turn from judg-
ment and show graciousness until we
turn from our rebellion and truly repent
before Him to receive His gracious-
ness in humility.

The Apostle Peter made this
statement, “Wherefore laying aside all
malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies,
and envies, and all evil speakings, As
newborn babes, desire the sincere
milk of the word, that ye may grow
thereby: If so be ye have tasted that
the Lord is gracious” (1 Peter 2:1-3).
Think about it, the Lord wants us to
experience, or taste, His graciousness
but before we can, we must lay aside
those things that would defile us. We
can only taste His graciousness
through the sincere milk, the doctrine
of His Word, that should cause us to
grow as we learn to partake of His di-
vine nature. While growing, we will
develop discernment so we can know
what is the acceptable, good and per-
fect will of God and carry it out as our
reasonable service and not because
we see our works as part of a merit
system where we are earning His
grace. (Romans 12:1-2; 2 Peter 1:3-4).
Grace is a matter of a gift that is not
earned, but like every gift, it must be
taken out of the package and properly
used or it becomes a matter of ne-
glecting, or setting the gift aside be-
cause of not valuing it (Hebrews 2:3).

| want everyone to taste God’s
graciousness by way of His salvation. |
want people to taste the products of
His graciousness by knowing mercy,
being touched by His kindness, experi-
encing His compassion, walking in
assurance of His faithfulness, and re-
ceiving His love in a grateful, humble
way.

| will leave each of you with the
benediction the priest said over the
people of Israel in Numbers 6:24-26
that has served as a beautiful picture
of the Godhead to me, “The LORD
bless thee, and keep thee (The Fa-
ther): The LORD make his face shine
upon thee, and be gracious unto thee
(the Son): The LORD lift up his coun-
tenance upon thee, and give thee
peace” (The Holy Spirit—Comforter).

COMMENTS

“What astonishes me is how
long this [adding to and taking a way
from God’s Word] has been happen-
ing, without me recognizing it. It
makes perfect sense that the devil
will try to attack the Bible and be-
cause of the way the mainstream
churches are going these days it is
easier for him to fool people. It is sad
to see this happening. There are so
very many people who proclaim to be
Christians, and actually believe that
they are, but they are caught up in all
these traps the devil is causing. Now
| know why the Bible says that God
will say: "Depart from me, | never
knew you!" (not an exact quote). |
sure don't want to hear those words
spoken to me. The people hearing
those chilling words will realize too
late that they've been led down the
wrong path. We have much work to
do, to help people see these traps
before it is too late for them. It was a
real eye opener for me, because
there is NO LEGITIMATE REASON
to EVER change the Word of God. |
was absolutely shocked to see how
many more verses are missing in the
NIV - other than the ones | had al-
ready noticed myself. | thought at
first that it was simply a mistake - but
now | know better.” - ID

“Yes, signs of the end times are
everywhere, but unseen by those with
their eyes elsewhere -- video games,
fake news, what Hollywood stars are
doing, the mass of new TV programs
that are designed for diverting the
viewers' attention from what is actual-
ly taking place in this world and brain-
washing them as they watch, pastors
who crave numbers instead of provid-
ing truth, marijuana obsession, por-
nography, etc. The list is end-
less! Look up, redemption draws
nearer with every breath we take.” -
WA

We simply have to continue in
warfare, its a must. Jesus was victori-
ous on the Cross....” - UK




GIVING WAY
By Jeannette Haley

“Keep thy heart with all diligence;
for out of it are the issues of life.” —
Proverbs 4:23

It's important to note that God’s
Word mentions our heart hundreds of
times throughout the Bible. Of course,
He is not talking about our physical
heart, but that which makes up our
mind, will, emotions, and conscience.
We can see these four areas in the
following scriptures beginning with the
mind: “And Jesus knowing their
thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil
in_your hearts?” (Matthew 9:4); the
will, “Who, when he came, and had
seen the grace of God, was glad, and
exhorted them all, that with purpose of
heart they would cleave unto the
Lord.” (Acts 11:23); the emotions,
“And ye now therefore have sorrow:
but | will see you again, and your heart
shall rejoice, and your joy no man
taketh from you.” (John 16:22); and the
conscience, “For if our heart condemn
us, God is greater than our heart, and
knoweth all things.” (1 John 3:20).
[Emphasis added.]

In Psalm 51:6 (written by King
David), we read, “Behold, thou desirest
truth in the inward parts: and in the
hidden part thou shalt make me to
know wisdom.” The “inward parts” is
where our true character is established
(or lack thereof), for this is the very
core of a person and where love for
the truth must be first established if the
heart (or innermost being), the
thoughts, the will, and the emotions
are to be in line with God and His will.
In order to keep (or guard) our heart
we must maintain a right spirit. We
read in verses 10-13, “Create in me a
clean heart, O God; and renew a right
spirit within me. Cast me not away
from thy presence; and take not thy
holy spirit from me. Restore unto me
the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me
with thy free spirit. Then will | teach
transgressors thy ways; and sinners
shall be converted unto thee.”

| don’t know about you, but when |
meditate on these Scriptures | can
sense the call of God, the wooing of
the Holy Spirit, and the invitation of the
Lord Jesus Christ to draw near, take
His outstretched hand and follow Him
into the depths of the wells of salvation
where the living waters flow that never
run dry but continually give everlasting
and abundant life. The key is, if we are

to go deeper in God, we must give
way to His call, His Word, His ways,
and His will.

Every day we live on this earth
we are giving way to something. We
give way to so many things without
even thinking about it because it's
natural to be swayed by the many
“voices” that surround us in this world.
The problem is, most of these “voices”
have nothing to offer but delusion,
disappointment, destruction and death
because they are made up of lies and
there is no truth in them. For believers
and unbelievers alike, the battle be-
gins in the soul—in our mind, our will,
and our emotions. Some people
“figure” it all out in their mind as to
how things will work out for their ben-
efit and base their decisions on their
conclusions, while others have strong
wills that have been fortified by deci-
sions that insure they are able to
maintain control over their lives, and
some go with whatever makes their
“image” look good to others. Finally,
there are those who base their deci-
sions on their emotions, giving way to
how they feel about a matter and con-
cluding that because they feel so
strongly about it, they must be right.
No wonder Jesus said to His disci-
ples, “Are ye also yet without under-
standing” Matthew 15:167?

This brings us back to the heart
of man, out of which come the issues
of life. Jesus went on to say, “Do not
ye yet understand that whatsoever
entereth in at the mouth goeth into the
belly, and is cast out into the draught?
But those things which proceed out of
the mouth come forth from the heart;
and they defile the man. For out of the
heart proceed evil thoughts, murders,
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false
witness, blasphemies: These are the
things which defile a man” Matthew
156:17-20a. That defilement is what
King David felt when he wrote Psalm
51, and it is the same defilement a
true Christian will feel if he or she
gives way to the world, the flesh and
the devil, which can and does happen
because when we receive Christ into
our hearts, our free will remains. In
other words, we can still decide to
give way to sin. In David’s case, he
gave way to his emotions in the mat-
ter of Bathsheba. The Apostle Peter
gave way to his emotions when he
denied Christ; John gave way to his
mental reasoning when he wanted to
call fire out of heaven upon the Sa-
maritans; the Apostle Paul gave way

to his strong-willed conclusion in the
matter of John Mark, so much so that
he and Barnabas separated; and Ju-
das Iscariot gave way to the image
he had set up in his own heart of
what the true Messiah should be.

In the Old Testament in the book
of 1 Kings 13 we read the interesting
account of a man of God who is
called the “Unknown Prophet.” He
came out of Judah to Bethel when
king Jeroboam stood by the altar to
burn incense which was not lawful for
a king to do. The Bible records the
prophecy he gave to Jeroboam, the
signs that followed and how he initial-
ly obeyed God’s instructions to the
letter in not accepting the king’s invi-
tation to go to his house for refresh-
ments and a reward. “And the man of
God said unto the king, If thou wilt
give me half thine house | will not go
in with thee, neither will | eat bread
nor drink water in this place: For so
was it charged me by the word of the
LORD, saying, Eat no bread, nor
drink water, nor turn again by the
same way that he came to Bethel” 1
Kings 13:8, 9. The man of God stood
firm upon the Word of the Lord, and
could not be swayed to give way to
the king’s enticing invitation to refresh
himself and receive a reward.

So far, so good but the story is
far from finished. Having passed the
first test, on his way home he sud-
denly found himself tempted by an
invitation that was hard for him to
resist. He had done everything the
Lord told him to do, and even though
he hadn’'t made it all the way home
yet, no doubt he gave way to weari-
ness and took some time out to rest.
After all, he was alone, hungry, thirsty
and no doubt exhausted, which is the
normal state of a servant of the Lord
after God has mightily manifested
Himself through him or her. There-
fore, when the lying prophet found
him sitting under an oak tree, he
found him in a vulnerable state when
he said unto him, “/ am a prophet
also as thou art; and an angel spake
unto me by the word of the LORD,
saying Bring him back with thee into
thine house, that he may eat bread
and drink water.” In disobedience to
the Lord, the unknown prophet gave
way. “So he went back with him, and
did eat bread in his house, and drank
water.” (Verses 18, 19.)

How easy it is to give way to the
flesh, for it is weak! How easy it is to
give way to our own conclusions in-
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stead of walking in obedience to God
because we think we have it all figured
out and “deserve a break!” How easy
it is to give way to temptation when
our will is not firmly grounded on truth;
and, what is truth? Jesus said,
“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy
word is truth” John 17:17. How very
easy it is to be swayed to give way to
something that strongly appeals to our
mind, will and emotions when we are
not thoroughly persuaded of the truth,
established in the truth, standing on
the truth, and living by the truth. And in
the case of the unnamed prophet, he
should have known that God would
not alter His Words or change the ex-
plicit instructions that He gave him. At
the very least, he should have inquired
of the Lord instead of giving way to
temptation.

The old prophet said to him, “/ am
a prophet also as thou art; and an an-
gel spake unto me by the word of the
LORD, saying, Bring him back with
thee into thine house, that he may eat
bread and drink water. But he lied un-
to him” verse 18. Perhaps the un-
named prophet, in his humanness,
longed for someone like-minded
whom he could fellowship with. In a
way, this reminds me of lonely and
vulnerable Christians who end up join-
ing a “social club church” where peo-
ple sit for years listening to regurgitat-
ed baby food “sermons” week after
week, followed by coffee and cookies,
or a potluck where surface chit chat
replaces true communion and fellow-
ship in the Spirit. No one is hungry for
the true Bread from heaven or thirsty
for the Living Water; instead, they give
way to whatever is comfortable, easy,
convenient and predictable. Granted,
such a church has a strong appeal for
those who long for companionship, but
at what price?

What the unnamed prophet for-
got, and what we need to remember is
this: “And Samuel said, Hath the
LORD as great delight in burnt offer-
ings and sacrifices, as in obeying the
voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is
better than sacrifice, and to hearken
than the fat of rams” 1 Samuel 15:22.

Giving way to the flesh, the world
and the devil may bring a moment of
pleasure in some instances, but it's
usually short-lived as in the case of
this prophet. “So he went back with
him, and did eat bread in his house,
and drank water. And it came to pass,
as they sat at the table, that the word
of the LORD came unto the prophet

that brought him back: And he cried
unto the man of God that came from
Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD,
Forasmuch as thou hast disobeyed
the mouth of the LORD, and has not
kept the commandment which the
LORD thy God commanded thee, But
camest back, and hast eaten bread
and drunk water in the place of the
which the LORD did say to thee, Eat
no bread, and drink no water; thy car-
case shall not come unto the sepul-
cher of thy fathers” verses 19-22.

This pronouncement was devas-
tating to both of the prophets be-
cause, according to Baker’s Evangeli-
cal Dictionary of Biblical Theology, “for
a Jew to not be properly buried with
their fathers was a point of great
shame. (Isaiah 14:18-20; Jeremiah
16:4) The strong emphasis in the Old
Testament on burial serves to bind the
dead with their ancestors, and, hence,
the Jews together as a people. Typi-
cal burial expressions include "he was
gathered to his people" (Genesis
35:29; 49:33) and "he rested with his
fathers" (1 Kings 2:10; 11:43). Indeed,
families were  buried together
(Genesis 49:29-33), even if it meant
traveling a great distance to do so
(Genesis 50:12-13). That burial result-
ed in the corruption of the body was
understood (Genesis 3:19 ; Job 17:13
-16 ; Psalm 16:10 ; Acts 13:36), but it
was precisely against that common
recognition of the fate of the dead that
the hope of resurrection was born
(Isaiah 26:19; Daniel 12:2).” From Got
Questions.com we read this interest-
ing statement: “The prophet who had
lied buried the man of God in his own
grave and instructed his own sons to,
upon his death, bury him beside the
man of God. In doing these things, the
old prophet showed his sincere belief
that the prophet who died had been a
true man of God—his prophecies
against the idolaters of Israel would
come true (1 Kings 13:31-32).”

There are those who have many
questions surrounding why this un-
named prophet met such a horrible
fate. Granted, humanly speaking, it's
easy to sympathize with the mental,
physical and spiritual challenges he
faced. He obeyed the word of the Lord
as far as traveling to Judah and con-
fronting King Jeroboam, which took a
great deal of courage. Not everyone
who goes up against a king survives!
When the king went to move against
him, the power of the Lord was with
him to also give a sign and the king’s

hand instantly dried up so that he
couldn’t move it. The altar also was
rent and the ashes poured out from it.
The third miracle was when the king’s
hand was restored in answer to the
prophet’s prayer.

Then came temptation in the
form of an invitation from the king to
go home with the him for refreshment
and a reward. This is how the enemy
works after a powerful manifestation
of the presence and power of God
because he knows that after the Lord
uses a person in such a manner, their
emotional energy has been greatly
concentrated and spent out; their
mind is caught up in the events mak-
ing it harder to process the awesome-
ness of supernatural intervention and
power; and, their body is shaken be-
cause physically our flesh cannot long
endure a sustained outpouring of
God’'s power. Remember, God placed
Moses in a cleft of the rock to protect
Him as He passed by.

Even though the unnamed
prophet was undoubtedly tired, hun-
gry and thirsty he did not give way to
the king’s invitation because what
fellowship has a believer with an idol-
ater? 2 Corinthians 6:15 says, “And
what concord hath Christ with Belial?
or what part hath he that believeth
with an infidel?” Unfortunately, the
younger prophet believed the old
prophet, thus giving way to deception
instead of giving way to the Word of
God. The Apostle Paul warned of this
in Galatians 1:8-10, “But though we,
or an angel from heaven, preach any
other gospel unto you than that which
we have preached unto you, let him
be accursed. As we said before, so
say | now again, if any man preach
any other gospel unto you than that
ye have received, let him be accurs-
ed. For do | now persuade men, or
God? or do | seek to please men? for
if | yet pleased men, | should not be
the servant of Christ.”

The examples and lessons we
can glean from this story are many,
but one of the things that | want to
focus on is the repetition of God’s
instructions concerning not to eat
bread or drink water in “this place.”
We read God’s explicit instructions in
verses 8, 9,16, 17, 18, 19, 22, and 23.
In order to begin to understand why
this was so important we first need to
consider some facts about “that
place,” that is, Bethel, which means
“House of God.” It was a place for the
Hebrews’ early encounters with God.
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Bethel is mentioned in over sixty vers-
es in the Bible, representing over thir-
ty distinct stories and prophecies, all
of them in the Old Testament. From
Got Questions.com we learn, “Two
towns named Bethel appear in the
Bible. The Bethel of lesser signifi-
cance, a village in the Negev, is men-
tioned as one of the places where Da-
vid sent spoils to his friends, the el-
ders of Judah (1 Samuel 30:26-27).
Another Bethel, a city of foremost im-
portance in the Bible, was located
about 11 miles north of Jerusalem
near Ai. A major trading center, Bethel
stood at a crossroads, with its north-
south road passing through the cen-
tral hill country from Hebron in the
south to Shechem in the north, and its
main east-west route leading from
Jericho to the Mediterranean Sea.
Only Jerusalem is mentioned more
frequently than Bethel in the Old Tes-
tament."

One can only wonder if the oak
tree that the unnamed prophet sat
beneath was the same oak that Debo-
rah, Rebekah’s nurse, was buried un-
der near Bethel (Genesis 35:8). Per-
haps he was going over in his mind
the covenant God made with Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, or perhaps
how Deborah, the judge of Israel, held
court at a site between Ramah and
Bethel (Judges 4:5) We can only
guess, but he had his reasons for
resting under the oak tree.

Thus, we see how important
Bethel was because of God’s dealings
with Israel, but now it had become a
place of idolatry instead of the “House
of the Lord.” The question remains,
what was so important about not eat-
ing bread or drinking water that it's
recorded in Scripture eight times?
First, it is obvious that God called the
prophet to fast so that he could con-
centrate on the Lord and his mission.
Fasting is one form of self-denial, and
consecration to God. Perhaps another
answer lies in the biblical symbolism
of bread and water. In the Old Testa-
ment, the “bread” that God gave the
Israelites to eat for forty years was
Manna from heaven which symbolized
Jesus as the Bread of Life. As Chris-
tians we know that Jesus is the bread
from heaven. He declared, “And Je-
sus said unto them, | am the bread of
life: he that cometh to me shall never
hunger; and he that believeth on me
shall never thirst” John 6:35. In John
6:58 He said, “This is that bread which
came down from heaven: not as your
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fathers did eat manna, and are dead:
he that eateth of this bread shall live
for ever.”

Again, in the Old Testament, the
water that gushed out of the rock
(which rock symbolizes Jesus) repre-
sented the living water that comes
from Christ. In 1 Corinthians 10:1-4
we read, “Moreover, brethren, | do not
want you to be unaware that all our
fathers were under the cloud, all
passed through the sea, all were bap-
tized into Moses in the cloud and in
the sea, all ate the same spiritual
food, and all drank the same spiritual
drink. For they drank of that spiritual
Rock that followed them, and that
Rock was Christ.” 1 Samuel 2:2 says,
“There is none holy as the LORD: for
there is none beside thee: neither is
there any rock like our God.” Jesus
told the Samaritan woman at the well,
“Whosoever drinketh of this water
shall thirst again: But whosoever
drinketh of the water that | shall give
him shall never thirst; but the water
that | shall give him shall be in him a
well of water springing up into ever-
lasting life.” In John 7:38 Jesus said,
“He that believeth on me, as the scrip-
ture hath said, out of his belly shall
flow rivers of living water.”

| believe that the Word of the
Lord to the unnamed prophet to not
eat bread or to drink water in “that
place” was a message for the people
that God’s presence could no longer
tolerate the sin and debauchery taking
place at Bethel. Because God is holy,
and because the bread and the water
symbolizes the bread from heaven
and the living water that is to be par-
taken of before Him by His children
alone, they could have no fellowship
or communion in an unholy place that
had been defiled by devil worship. In
other words, God calls us to “come
out and be separate,” and to be “holy,
for God is holy.” “Wherefore come out
from among them, and be ye sepa-
rate, saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing; and | will receive
you,”2 Corinthians 6:17. “For it is writ-
ten, Be ye holy; for | am holy” 1 Peter
1:16.

For the unnamed prophet to re-
fuse to eat bread or drink water with a
wicked king was not a great tempta-
tion for him. But he failed the test and
let down his guard when it came to
another prophet. He assumed it would
be okay for him to be with a fellow
servant of God, and was swayed to
give way to his own mind, will and
emotions, and it cost him his life.

This is a great lesson for all of
us to remember, that no matter who
or what tries to persuade us to diso-
bey the LORD in any matter, be it
great or small, we must be steadfast
in our obedience to the Lord. ¢

QUOTABLES

“I am no longer anxious about
anything, as | realize that He is able
to carry out His will for me. It does
not matter where He places me, or
how. That is for Him to consider, not
me, for in the easiest positions He
will give me grace, and in the most
difficult ones His grace is sufficient.”
Hudson Taylor (21 May 1832 — 3
June 1905)

“You mark my words, and it
won’t be long ... when persecution
begins in this country [USA], and it
strips everything from you, and most
of the evangelical church goes totally
apostate, and little groups are left to
be berated, THEN you will see that
Christ is enough.” - Paul Washer

“When God calls you to some-
thing, He is not always calling you
to succeed, He's calling you to obey!
The success of the calling is up to
Him; the obedience is up to you.” -
David Wilkerson

“Whenever God begins some-
thing, we have the assurance that He
will finish it. Nothing will stand in the
way of Him accomplishing His pur-
pose in this world and in our lives.
What God starts, He finishes, and
nobody can hinder Him. Sure, delays
will happen. Just remember, God is
in charge of the delays as well as the
progress.” - A. W. Tozer

“If you want to be popular,
preach happiness. If you want to be
unpopular, preach holiness.” - Leon-
ard Ravenhill

“The Bible. Know it in your head.
Stow it in your heart. Show it in your
life. Sow it in the world.” - J. Vernon
McGee

“True conversion means turning
not only from sin but also from de-
pending on self-made righteousness.
Those who trust in their own right-
eousness for conversion hide behind
their own good works. This is the rea-
son that self-righteous people are so
angry with gospel preachers, be-
cause the gospel does not spare
those who will not submit to the right-
eousness of Jesus Christ!” - George
Whitefield




FROM CREATION MOMENTS
By Mark Cadwallader
(Board Chairman)

From inside the giant wooden
horse, a group of warriors was able to
climb out when it was dark so they
could quietly open the city gates from
the inside. And so the mighty city of
Troy fell — from the inside. The “Trojan
horse” was a grand deception which
allowed for the entry of a subversive
force into the unsuspecting interior —
and the term to this day is synony-
mous for such entry.

Evolutionism, as we have written
about many times in these letters, has
in various ways been a Trojan horse
for subversion of the Church; for sub-
version of Judeo-Christian culture;
and for subversion of Western Civili-
zation. Like the walled city of Troy,
accepting evolutionism within the
gates of the city has led to great
destruction and defeat on many
fronts. Among other things, evolution
has been used to bully people and
justify: Unbelief in God and unbelief in
the Bible; Supporting the method of so
-called “higher criticism” in theology
which has corrupted and liberalized
church doctrines; Eugenics and pseu-
do-scientific  support for racism
(exploited famously by the Nazis and
by Margaret Sanger, founder of
Planned Parenthood); Hedonism and
the sexual revolution (“be the animal
that you really are inside!”); Justifica-
tion for abortion (“the baby has to
‘evolve’ in the womb first”); Survival of
the fittest (“it's the way of nature”)
which helped justify “total war”, includ-
ing the two horrific World Wars of the
twentieth century; Supporting the false
utopias and authoritarian states of
socialism and communism with all
their destruction of freedom and gen-
eration of misery and death

We've recently discussed how
“Climate Change” is essentially also a
Trojan horse for political and econom-
ic conversion to socialism. The planet,
they say, is in terrible danger from
increasing levels of CO,, so free-
enterprise must be suppressed, and
people and economies must be forced
to change.

According to Marxist thinkers,
there are two types of revolution: (1)
Violent/political revolution and (2) Cul-
tural revolution. Their goal is for
“proletariats” (the “victim” classes) to
become so dissatisfied and unhappy
that they will be enticed into a political

revolution against the “ruling class”.
This is what happened in Russia, Chi-
na and other countries, for example. If
this doesn’t work, then cultural revolu-
tion needs to take place. A “long
march through the institutions”
needs to occur in a gradual demoli-
tion of the established order from
within. So bring in the Trojan horses
to subvert the culture — the end justi-
fies the means!

As Willi Minzenberg and other
cultural Marxists have said, the objec-
tive is to rot the foundations of
Western Civilization to the point
where “it has become so corrupt it
stinks”. Consider the words of Eccle-
siastes 9:3: “...the heart of the sons of
men is full of evil, and madness
(insanity) is in their heart while they
live”. So promoting corruption is not
difficult. But Christianity and Judeo-
Christian governing principles — with
their crucial positive effects on mitigat-
ing and channeling the natural deprav-
ity of man — has contributed immense-
ly to the great strengths and accom-
plishments of Western Civilization.
And so, biblical morality, traditions
and principles have become a pri-
mary target of Marxist thinkers.

What is especially interesting is
that Islam has now become a visible
ally with socialists and progressives in
this effort to undermine Judeo-
Christian culture. An Islamo-Leftist
Alliance (to use the phrase coined in
the last 20 years) has been noted in
both Europe and America, as Muslim
immigrants migrate to the free world of
traditional Western Civilization.

Why would there be an alliance
between two so dissimilar
worldviews? After all, the libertine
secular philosophies of the left are
diametrically opposed to religiously
driven Sharia law in submission to
Allah. The primary answer is that the
Islamo-Leftist Alliance is united
against a common enemy - the
Judeo-Christian, i.e. biblical, Alli-
ance.

We have seen this emerge re-
cently as Muslims began to participate
in free-world governments. The politi-
cal left has provided cover and sup-
port for anti-semitic commentary from
Muslim governing officials. And they
share the values of withdrawing sup-
port for Israel in favor of Palestine,
and of fomenting grievances by minor-
ites and perceived “victim classes”
against the “ruling class” in western
democracies. They also share their

desire to avoid assimilating to the
Judeo-Christian society of Western
Civilization. They want to change it!
As Karl Marx said, “Philosophers
have only interpreted the world. The
point, however, is change it.” And Is-
lam, which means “submission”, is all
about getting “unbelievers” to submit
to Allah through Sharia law. So this
also requires changing the ruling cul-
ture of the western democracies.

There is furthermore a shared
legitimizing of deception, or disinfo-
mation. With both the Left and Is-
lam, the end justifies the means.
The final “utopian” ideology is worth
whatever it takes to get there. Wheth-
er it be violent revolution or “offing”
political prisoners or sending them to
the Gulag or killing the “infidel”
through suicide bombing to obtain a
better reward in heaven, both the po-
litical Left and Islam are ideologies
which have historically condoned
whatever it takes to achieve their tri-
umph.

We've discussed  previously
some of the deceptions advanced by
the Left to achieve their ends, using
evolutionism and climate change, for
example, to undermine Judeo-
Christianity and the free-enterprise
which derives from the biblical ideals.
But Islam also has a concerted doc-
trine of deception. It is called al-
Taqiyya (which means “prudent dis-
simulation, concealment, misrepre-
sentation, deceit”). In other words,
lying is to be utilized officially when
Muslims are in the minority under a
non-Muslim ruling class ... until they
assume political power.

Like evolution, climate change
and socialism’s “long march through
the institutions”, with Islam we have
another Trojan horse attempting to
enter the gates of the city. Christians
must be vigilant — informed and pray-
ing. Thankfully, the Bible tells us that
despite all the tools of the adversary,
“the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it (the Church built on the rock
of Jesus Christ!” So we thank you for
staying strong with us and informed,
praying and engaging in the most cru-
cial spiritual warfare of our day. T




RAYOLA’S Q & A CORNER

Q: “Would you explain to me shekinah
glory?”

A: To understand this term, we must
begin with the term, “glory.” Every-
thing has some form of glory that will
identify it. Glory has to do with the
type of light that distinguishes some-
one or something, and we know that
such light represents the life that is
present. Glory points to not only dis-
tinction but identification and attrac-
tion. There is the glory of the world
which is temporary that attracts the
lust of the flesh, the glory of man (that
of pride), which proves to be vain
(useless), the glory of man’s religion,
(man centered) that often proves to be
lifeless that points to a false glory. As
you can see, such glory in most cases
is surface and temporary.

The word, “shekinah” is not found
in the Bible but according to the Jew-
ish Rabbis that coined this expression
it is the best word to describe the con-
cept of God’s glory. It actually means,
“He caused to dwell,” signifying that of
divine visitation or the presence or
dwelling of the Lord God on earth in
the midst of His people.

It is important to keep in mind,
that no man can look into the fullness
of God’s glory and live; therefore, His
glory is covered in some way. God’s
glory was on Mount Sinai but it was
shrouded in a dark cloud. His pres-
ence among His people in the wilder-
ness was symbolized by a pillar of
cloud during the day that they followed
when it lifted, and they rested in the
camp in the light the pillar of fire that
burned through the night. His glory in
the Most Holy Place was separated by
a veil and when the priest came into
this place once a year on the Day of
Atonement, he had to first fill the com-
partment with incense (Exodus 13:21-
22; 19:16; 30:1-10; 33:9, 20).

There are many other symbols of
God’'s shekinah glory throughout the
Old Testament, especially in the book
of Ezekiel. However, in the New Tes-
tament, God’s glory was veiled in hu-
manity. In Jesus Christ dwelt all the
fulness of the Godhead in bodily form
(Colossians 2:9). We know on the
Mount of Transfiguration that the veil
of Jesus’ humanity parted and we are
told that “his face did shine as the sun,
and his raiment was white as the
light” (Matthew 17:2)

Today the born-again Christian

houses the presence of the Holy Spir-
it, and if the Holy Spirit is allowed to
have His way, the believer will be con-
formed to the image of Christ
(Romans 8:29; 1 Corinthians 3:16-
17,6:19-20). The Apostle Paul ex-
plains how this image will manifest
itself in the believer’s life in 2 Corinthi-
ans 3:18, “But we all, with open face
beholding as in a glass the glory of the
Lord, are changed into the same im-
age form glory to glory, even as by the
Spirit of the Lord.” 1

CONFUSED ABOUT

EVOLUTION?
(From Scripture Truth)

Evolution is a model, hypothesis, idea,
belief, or a worldview — it is not a theo-
ry, a law, a fact, or the truth. God’s
Word is the truth. Darwinian evolution
as an explanation for human origins is
a philosophy that raises its fist at God,
but ultimately fails scientifically.

A powerful team of credentialed
scientists, researchers, and Biblical
apologists take on the pillars of evolu-
tion in Glass House: Shattering the
Myth of Evolution. The truths they re-
veal decimate Darwin’s beliefs using a
Biblical and logical approach to evi-
dence.

In our culture, atheists and many
Christians have been deceived into
believing evolution is a solid founda-
tion. Glass House answers evolution-
ary claims, puts them to the test and
demonstrates how they shatter. Writ-
ten for laymen, Glass House address-
es the origin of life, natural selection,
mutations, missing links, the religious
nature of evolution, and many more
evolutionary myths.

Ken Ham (CEO and founder),
Bodie Hodge (author and researcher)
and the team of scientists at Answers
in Genesis offer you a fresh look at the
major arguments currently put forward
to support molecules-to-man evolu-
tion. This cutting-edge book disman-
tles evolution argument by argument
and is written at a level even a teen
can understand.

Paperback, 320 pgs.
https://
www.scripturetruth.com/
shop/item.aspx/glass- 5
house--shattering-the-
myth-of-evolution-ken-
ham---bodie-hodge--
general-editors-9781683441564/

KEN HAM

BINDING AND LOOSING

By Professor Pinchas Shir

In Matthew’s Gospel Jesus said
to his disciple Peter “I will give you
the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven
and whatever you bind on earth shall
have been bound in heaven and
whatever you loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven” (Matt 16:19). A
couple of chapters later he said very
similar words to his other disciples
(Mat 18:18).

What are the most common ex-
planations and teachings about these
“binding and loosing” verses that one
hears today? Most people assume
that they have something to do with
spiritual warfare and binding the devil.
Indeed, the surrounding context is
about disciple’s authority, only the
devil is not involved here.

In reality, binding and loosing
are known technical legal expres-
sions in the ancient Jewish world.
“To bind” is to restrict, to confine, to
limit and in a legal sense “to forbid
something”. On the opposite side “to
loose” is to unbind, to untie, to free, to
release which in a legal sense means
“to permit something”.

Here is an example from the first
-century Jewish historian Flavius Jo-
sephus. He writes that under queen
Alexandra of Jerusalem, the Phari-
sees “became the administrators of
all public affairs, empowered to ban-
ish and readmit whom they pleased,
as well as to loose and to bind”.
(Jewish War 1:111). Josephus said
that the Pharisees had the authori-
ty “to loose and to bind” and no,
not demons or Satan.

When Jesus used this terminolo-
gy in the Gospels, he did not speak
about prayer or spiritual warfare ei-
ther. The context is legal and the
terms should be interpreted through
first-century Jewish context. Just like
the Pharisees in Josephus’s quote,
the disciples were given a right to
legislate, a right to make rules and
norms, allowing and forbidding things
in their own community. And that is
binding and loosing first century’s
style.

“God has a plan for His Church upon
earth. But alas! we too often make
our plan, and we think that we know
what ought to be done. We ask God
first to bless our feeble efforts, in-
stead of absolutely refusing to go un-
less God go before us.” - Andrew
Murray




