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God’s Glorious Attributes
Part 7

HIS FAITHFULNESS
By Rayola Kelley

It is February, the
month for cupid to
shoot his arrows at
"I people so they can
fall in love. | am sure
those who have studied this winged
infant carrying a bow and a quiver of
arrows know that he is nothing more
than a myth. Cupid is the ancient Ro-
man god of love and according to my-
thology is the son of Mercury, the
winged messenger of the gods, and
Venus, the goddess of love. Appar-
ently, this combination is what gave
him his mission as a messenger of
love.

Cupid’s Greek counterpart was
Eros, and he even has been associat-
ed with Nimrod of the Old Testament.
This mythical Roman god has been
presented as a cute, angelic, lovable,
harmless creature but the truth is that
the implications behind Cupid are not
sweet or innocent. In mythology he is
not presented as some cute angel
but, like Nimrod, is a grown man. Cu-
pid is supposed to wound people to
inspire an emotional response of pas-
sion, but at this point one must ques-
tion if real love is simply a passion
that can flow in and out like a tide.
Cupid’s other characteristics is that he
is a bit on the mischievous side and
can prove to be devious and untrust-
worthy.

It is important to understand that
when man created such a god from
his imagination in order to explain
things he did not understand or con-
trol that he did so based on the fickle-
ness of humanity. These mythical
gods were unpredictable, touchy, and
had clashes among themselves just
like humans. Granted, like our imagi-
nary super heroes of today, they were
accredited with certain supernatural
powers, but they lacked discipline,
which ended in some type of destruc-
tion that became a point of supersti-
tion for those who believed that they

had to somehow constantly please
these unpredictable gods to bring
peace to their world.

One has to question how much of
the mythology has influenced our un-
derstanding about love or is it an ad-
vertisement ploy? Consider for a mo-
ment the perspective that such a
character as Cupid puts on the idea of
love. People must be wounded to fall
in love. It is true that love can wound,
but it happens after a relationship
goes bad. When it comes to an emo-
tional response, people sometimes
respond to another person because
they fall in love with the idea of love.
In fact, they can become quite senti-
mental about the feelings this type of
emotional response can create, but
sadly such sentiment will blind people
to the truth about the object of their
attention. They will ignore signs of
flaws, justify certain questionable be-
haviors, and convince themselves that
love will change the person in the
end.

As stated, this kind of love is to
create some type of passion. The
problem with passion is that it can be
translated as being nothing more than
lust. Fleshly appetites create such
passions that are able to produce ex-
treme responses to the feeling or idea
of love. It is important to note that
feelings are stirred up by attractions.
The idea of shooting an arrow is to
awaken a person to an attraction that
he or she might not be aware of so,
thus causing the person to see
through different eyes.

True, lasting love will not find its
source in some fickle creature who is
the product of imagination and super-
stition, nor can it be trusted if it is
based on some passion that is awak-
ened to lust after someone who might
not share in such affections. When
love is not reciprocated as expected,
it points to this feeling becoming devi-
ous and untrustworthy. It is important
to point out that behind every idol of
the imagination and heart is demonic
activity and influence.

An arrow shot in the spiritual
realm is aimed at the imagination,
which stirs up some type of attraction

that creates expectation resulting in
desire that translates into fleshly lust.
The attraction is often self-serving,
promising some type of pleasure,
while the expectation is often unrealis-
tic, producing a perverted lust that will
often swing on a pendulum of extreme
feelings and responses.

We see this in the case of King
David’s son Amnon in 2 Samuel 13.
The Bible tells us he was, vexed over
her and became “sick with love” for his
half-sister. This term points to lust and
not love. He was obsessed with her
and desired her in an unhealthy man-
ner to the point that he was willing to
trespass all areas of moral conduct
and partake of her fruit no matter
what. After he connived to get her to
himself, then he forced himself on her
against her will. When he was done
robbing her of her purity, he was left
with the sick, empty feeling that per-
haps harbored guilt. It was at that time
his lust turned into contempt towards
her and he cast her out from his pres-
ence, bringing a greater reproach on
her.

Real love is not some state that
creates euphoria or a fantasy in the
imagination as one teeters in great
expectation on a precipice of emotion-
al happiness. Granted, we would all
like to live in the heights of great senti-
ment and romance when it comes to
loving our spouse, but that is not real-
istic. We like to hold on to those strong
feelings that we first had or the eupho-
ria we initially walked in, but love must
come down to the valleys to be tested
in order for it to mature. Therefore,
true love is not some sentiment or
passion; rather, it is an attitude of the
heart.

People associate love with the
heart, but it is associated to an emo-
tional side. Granted there are emo-
tions that are attached to love, but love
is much more than fickle emotion that
can flee as soon as the environment
or circumstances turn to drudgery or
become sour. True love involves a
commitment of the heart that enables
one to stand with a person through the
storms, endure the challenges, and
walk through changes and losses.




This brings us to the commitment
of love. The marriage agreement re-
veals the intent behind love. It shows
that love is not based on fickle emo-
tions or self-serving agendas but a
lasting promise that two people are
willing to bank on each other's com-
mitment enough to make a life-time
vow to keep their relationship intact
within the sacred bond of marriage.

Some people wonder why make
such a vow, but a vow is more than
words, it is a contract that shows in-
tention. People do not make a con-
tract unless they trust that the other
party is serious and determined
enough to keep it to its completion.
No one who has integrity enters into a
contract to break it; rather, they enter
into it as a means to hold themselves
accountable to see a matter through
to the end.

Sadly, many people enter a con-
tract to selfishly get what they want,
but in reality they are not committed to
necessarily keep their end of the bar-
gain. Jesus reveals the core of a
problem as to why marriages end,
breaking the its vow: “Moses because
of the hardness of your hearts suf-
fered you to put away your wives; but
from the beginning it was not
so” (Matthew 19:8).

Once again, we see that quality
and endurance of marriage is a matter
of the heart. What one discovers is
that if a person lacks integrity of the
heart, he or she will prove to be im-
moral or lawless, doing those things
that seem right according to his or her
own narrative. Such individuals can
sometimes appear to be flying high on
some emotional notion, or display
casualness about the agreement.
Man’s lack of character to keep his
word or agreement about anything
has forced legal-binding contracts to
be drawn up, making the law the en-
forcer of contracts, or the arbitrator
when conflicts arise in such agree-
ments. This is true when it comes to
divorce.

This bring us back to real love.
What characteristics clearly distin-
guish this love from the worldly, lustful
love that can grab a person and take
him or her on an emotional whirlwind?
| would like to share some of these
qualities this month.

Real, lasting love can only come
from God. Romans 5:5 states, “And
hope maketh not ashamed; because
the love of God is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is giv-
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en unto us.” Love is the first ingredient
in the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians
5:22-23 and it serves as the basis and
foundation for eight remaining ingredi-
ents to be established and developed
in our lives.

As Christians, the love of God has
been bestowed on us by the Father (7
John 3:1). This love is what enables
us to commit all to God, and it is what
will ultimately distinguish us as be-
longing to His kingdom. Jesus made
this fact clear in John 13:34-35, “A
new commandment | give unto you,
That ye love one another; as | have
loved you that ye also love one anoth-
er. By this shall all men know that ye
are my disciples, if have love one to
another.”

People talk about the first two
commandments, loving God with eve-
rything in us and our neighbor as our-
selves, but Jesus added another com-
mandment, that as believers we are to
love one another as He loved us. It is
this love for one another that verifies
salvation because it cannot happen
without the Holy Spirit. People may
associate their salvation to a denomi-
nation, good works, theology, and
being decent, but what distinguishes a
Christian is that he or she has love for
other believers, regardless of differ-
ences in non-essential doctrines and
practices. This type of love is quick to
forgive, overlook petty, personal of-
fenses, and desires reconciliation
when a relationship has been broken
because of human flaws and misun-
derstandings.

This brings me to the second in-
gredient of true love—that it is sacrifi-
cial. “For God so loved the world, that
He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.” This
clearly shows us that God’s love is
sacrificial. Man’s love can be noble
and the world’s love can be attractive
and promising, but God’s love re-
quires us to give up our selfishness
and become selfless to ensure purity
in our love for others as we prefer
their well-being over ours (Romans
12:9-10). The truth is we cannot honor
others until we quit preferring our-
selves with our needs and agendas
above all else. We can't really submit
and give way to that which is worthy,
excellent, and honorable until we
cease to make everything about me,
myself, and I. In a sense, true love
puts a very high value on the one who
it is being directed towards. The truth

is, such love wants foremost to please
those it prefers and not self.

For love to be sacrificial, a lasting
commitment must be present. There
is a difference between loving some-
one and “falling in love” with some-
one. It is easy to love some aspect of
the person when it serves our pur-
pose or makes us have pleasant feel-
ings, but falling in love with that per-
son in the bad times is a heart
choice. We cannot make a heart
choice unless the commitment to do
S0 is present.

Godly love is committed to do
right by others but such righteousness
involves making the right decision to
do so. These decisions may have to
be made many times during the day
when problems turn into mountains,
irritations become obstacles, and frus-
trations create a type of insanity, put-
ting our worlds into utter chaos.

This brings us to a simple reality:
love is a choice of the heart. God did
not bestow His love on us because
He had to or because we deserved it
but because He chose to. Jesus did
not have to come and die on the
cross, but out of love and obedience
to the Father, He did so. The one
thing that breaks the vow of marriage
is if one is unfaithful. True love will
ultimately make the necessary choic-
es to ensure the well-being of others,
not out of obligation, but because it is
the right, moral, and excellent thing to
do.

Doing right points to service. We
must remember we are not here so
others can serve us; rather, we are
here so we can serve others. | re-
member the shock, but sober look on
a newly-married man’s face when |
told him that he needed to learn to
properly serve his wife first if he was
going to effectively serve others. Ac-
ceptable service before God will be
motivated by His love. We serve oth-
ers because we love Him and realize
we are to become an extension of that
love when it comes to souls.

It is important to remember that
service in the kingdom of God gives
us an opportunity to express the love
of God to others and we must not
squander the opportunity through ne-
glect of our high calling, by ignoring
the chance to express it, putting it
aside because of laziness and indif-
ference, or justifying it away because
it is not worth it to us.

The next aspect of true love is
that it is enduring. Since love is not




about self but the other person, it can
be longsuffering because it is not
about what will serve personal prefer-
ences. It can be kind in the midst of
opposition because self is not there to
take personal offense. It can be up-
right in motive and action because it
has nothing to gain or lose one way or
the other. It is not looking at how a
matter may presently impact emotions
or the environment; rather, it is looking
beyond to see the potential of some-
one to make the proper investment.
As | have stated before, we minister
according to a person’s potential and
not his or her present state.

Love that is enduring will be faith-
ful to the end. One of the endearing
attributes of God to me has and con-
tinues to prove to be His faithfulness
towards me. When | am faithless be-
fore Him, He proves to be faithful to
me. His faithfulness speaks of the fact
that His commitment of love will never
change towards me and that He will
keep all of His promises that He has
given.

| share this story a lot but the first
book | managed to publish took me 18
years from its initial inception in 1977
to its completion in 1995. On the day
of the book signing, April 8, 1995, |
was asked to speak about it to those
present at the book signing. As | was
inquiring of the Lord as to what |
should emphasize about it, | will never
forget what happened that day. | can
tell you where | was standing, which
was in our condo in Kirkland, Wash-
ington, when He impressed upon me
to share with others His faithfulness to
bring forth the book. | realized that it
was not my faithfulness to the book
that brought it to fruition; rather, it was
God’s faithfulness that saw me
through the process.

The reality is that many humans
can prove to be too emotional to see a
matter through; too self-serving to
care if it ever comes to fruition; too
fickle to stay the course; too casual
when it comes to personal promises;
and too foolish when it comes to re-
sponsibilities. Such people’s words
usually mean nothing, their intentions
are empty, their excuses insulting,
and their attitude towards the situation
proves to be deplorable.

It is important at this time to point
out the vow that is made in marriage
speaks of love, but it is really about
being faithful to that person until
“death parts them.” The problem in
many marriage relationships is that

one in the marriage or both have a
hard heart (Matthew 19:3-9).

On the other hand, God means
what He says and says what He
means. His intentions are pure and
He is faithful to every one of His
words, faithful about His promises,
faithful in regard to what is true, faith-
ful in ensuring righteousness in all
matters, and faithful to you and me to
keep us in the way, preserve us in this
present age, and keep our feet on the
right path. He never worries about
what seems wrong, falls off His throne
when something suddenly happens,
or take detours when everything
seems in chaos.

It has taken a few years for me to
realize how important God’s faithful-
ness is. We talk about His everlasting
love, but love means nothing unless it
proves to be faithful. We often point to
His grace but without His faithfulness
it could prove to be unpredictable. We
appreciate His mercy, but without His
abiding faithfulness He could not be
trusted to make His mercies new eve-
ry day and available to meet us.

We can take for granted the faith-
fulness of God without realizing that it
is His faithfulness that allows us to
trust His intentions in all He says and
does. God’s faithfulness is who He is,
and must become a big part of who
we become. Keep in mind, one of the
ingredients in the fruit of the Spirit is
faithfulness. The word “faith” is used,
but faith has to do with embracing or
doing something in good faith, which
requires being faithful to the end.
Faithfulness stands between good-
ness and meekness in the fruit of the
Spirit. “Goodness” in this text has to
do with doing that which benefits and
“‘meekness” has to do with being un-
der control. If we are going to benefit
others, we must see something
through to the end which will require
us to be disciplined. We must bring
our feelings, emotions, agendas, and
desires under control so that in good
faith we can benefit others with what
we have been entrusted with.

Faithfulness keeps us steady. We
will stay the course, stand our ground
when necessary, and continue ad-
vancing forward regardless of what is
going on in order to finish what has
been set before us. And, like the
Apostle Paul in 2 Timothy 4:7, we
need to be able to say at the end of
our earthly journey, “We have finished
the course, fought a good fight and
kept our faith in good standing.”

LIFE ON TITAN

Genesis 1:16-17

“And God made two great lights; the
greater light to rule the day, and the
lesser light to rule the night: he made
the stars also. And God set them in
the firmament of the heaven to give
light upon the earth... *

==

What could it be like to live on a
space base on the surface of Titan?
The sky would be either deep blue or
perhaps a shade of orange under
certain conditions. The base could be
picturesquely situated by a lake, with
a background of mountains. Perhaps
a view across a plain would enable
the breathtaking sight of the giant
planet Saturn, with its majestic rings,
hanging in the sky.

The atmospheric pressure would
be sufficient for flying machines to
operate like terrestrial airplanes, us-
ing shaped wings to provide the uplift,
as a means of transport to other ba-
ses on the surface of this largest of
Saturn’s moons.

But the similarities would be su-
perficial. With the highest tempera-
tures about -180°C (-292°F), the
lakes would be of liquid methane. The
base would need to be sealed against
the atmosphere, which contains no
oxygen. In fact, life would be bleak.

Yet it is life that encourages

NASA to continue to want to explore
Titan, to garner data beyond that
which was collected by the Huygens
mission.
NASA scientists, because of their
belief in evolution, cannot compre-
hend that life is a phenomenon
unique to the Earth. Surely, if life
evolved on the Earth, then it must
have evolved elsewhere, and, despite
its extreme conditions, many so
called “astrobiologists” think that Titan
is the most likely candidate for simi-
larly evolved life.

The Bible, on the other hand,
shows us that the Earth is indeed
unique. God has placed created life
on this world, and we have no evi-
dence to suggest that He put life any-
where else.

—From Creation Moments




AFTER
By Jeannette Haley

“...when | have a convenient season,
| will call for thee.” — Acts 24:25b

When | was a kid, | didn’'t get to
eat dessert until after | ate everything
on my plate, even if that meant chok-
ing down certain cooked vegetables |
couldn’t stomach. In case you’re won-
dering just what those were, I'll tell
you: mashed parsnips, eggplant and
caulifiower. My mother was an excel-
lent cook, but no matter how she pre-
pared those three vegetables, | hated
them. To be honest with you, | can’t
remember the last time | ate any one
of them, but no guilt there because
according to the blood types experts
they aren’t “compatible” with my blood
type anyway!

There were other “after's” in my
childhood that remain as standards to
this day along with certain habits that
involve “after.” For example, “After you
do your chores, you can go out and
play,” or “After you help with the dish-
es, you can watch TV” (that was back
in the day of good Westerns), and
years later, “After your homework is
done, then you can go do (whatever).
Even to this day | use the word “after”
as part of my daily “self-discipline” rou-
tine. Self-imposed incentives are part
of my personal self-discipline that help
me to keep moving forward whether |
feel like it or not. It's sort of like being
my own “parent” in a way, keeping me
motivated to keep on keeping on to get
things done before | can relax with a
book or favorite history program on TV.

The problem is, however, if a per-
son has too many “after's” chiseled in
stone so to speak, he or she may nev-
er have the time to tackle the really
important issues of life, because the
“after incentives,” even though they
may keep some of us moving through
life’s daily mundane routine, can easily
become an excuse to slide into pro-
crastination when unexpected chal-
lenges or changes occur. This can be
especially true when the Holy Spirit
suddenly breaks through and God calls
you to stop what you are doing, and
step aside to follow Him whether it be
for intercession, ministry to one of His
sheep, or for any other purpose. When
Jesus passes by, He will not stop and
wait for you until “after” you finish
whatever you’re doing.

This is one of the issues that Je-
sus dealt with in His earthly ministry. In

fact, we can read about this type of
procrastination way back in Genesis
19:16 when Lot, who knew that God
was about to destroy Sodom and Go-
morrah, “drug his feet” as we would
say. “And while he lingered, the men
laid hold upon his hand, and upon the
hand of his wife, and upon the hand of
his two daughters; the Lord being
merciful unto him: and they brought
him forth, and set him without the
city.”

Why was Lot lingering when he
knew destruction from the Lord was
about to fall? Maybe he was trying to
grasp the fact that life as he knew it
was about to change and he wasn’t
prepared to suddenly drop his daily
routine until after he had more time to
get ready. Perhaps he was numbed
by the thought that people he cared
about were going to be consumed, or
maybe he was lingering in his house
trying to figure out what to pack up
and take with him. Maybe he as-
sumed that after he left in his own
good time that then the Lord would
unleash His judgment. We don’t know
what was going on in Lot’s heart, but
we do know that the Lord was most
merciful to him, and we do know that
his wife disobeyed the Lord and lost
her life. We also know that Lot’s lack
of character resulted in the creation of
two people groups who became ene-
mies of Israel.

When the Lord interrupts us in
the midst of our activities and plans,
calling us to come apart and to follow
Him, there is a very real tendency for
us humans to nobly use the “after”
excuse such as the man did in Mat-
thew 8:21, which says, “And another
of his disciples said unto him, Lord,
suffer me first to go and bury my fa-
ther. But Jesus said unto him, Follow
me, and let the dead bury their dead.”
What we need to understand from this
Scripture is that this man wanted to
put off following Jesus until after his
father died someday. This response
to Jesus’ call reveals his heart condi-
tion in that, first of all, he was totally
unprepared for the cost, claim and call
of God upon his life, and secondly, his
priorities were not in order. His earthly
affections and attachments surfaced,
along with his attitude when he was
given the opportunity to fully commit
his life to the Lord. In Luke 9:60b, Je-
sus also said to him, “go thou and
preach the kingdom of God.”

Here was a man, a follower of
Jesus, who was given the commission

to go and preach the kingdom of
God, but whose quick response re-
vealed that he had no real love or
commitment to Him. No doubt Jesus
knew that this man was not a sheep,
but a goat whose future plans were
more important to him than Jesus
Himself. It wasn’t so much that this
man was putting off a ministry until
after his father died, but it was his
apparent rejection of Jesus and who
He was, and His claim upon his life,
that exposed him for what he was.
When Jesus said to him, “Let the
dead bury their dead” He was speak-
ing of the spiritually dead. Wouldn’t
that send a chill down your spine if
you were that man and Jesus looked
at you and said that? | believe He
was telling him that he was spiritually
dead! The lame excuse this man
gave to Jesus revealed that he was
only an associate of Christ and not a
born-again believer.

As with all of us, this man had a
choice. He could choose to remain
spiritually dead and stay where he
was until his father died, thinking to
himself that after he was buried, then
he would go preach the kingdom of
God; or, he could choose to change
his plans, obey Jesus and follow Him.
This is typical of so many today
whom Jesus calls to follow Him into a
life of obedience to His command-
ments, but they have their activities,
goals, agendas and “felt needs” to
take care of first, and then maybe
after that, theyll tack Him on to
what’s left of their life and follow Him.
Besides, they have a head
knowledge of Jesus, they know the
Christmas story, and they know He
died for the world. However, the Bible
says, “Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost
saith, To day if ye will hear his
voice, Harden not your hearts, as in
the provocation, in the day of tempta-
tion in the wilderness: When your
fathers tempted me, proved me, and
saw my works forty years. Wherefore
| was grieved with that generation,
and said, They do alway err in their
heart; and they have not known my
ways. So | sware in my wrath, They
shall not enter into my rest.) Notice
that there is no room for “after’. God
doesn’t let us off the hook by patting
us on the head and saying, “I under-
stand. You have a lot to do, and you
are a good little fellow (or gal) who is
committed with earthly interests,
commitments and burdens up to your
eyeballs, so I'll just sit here and wait
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until after you decide you have time to
follow.” NO! NO! NO! God says, “For
he saith, | have heard thee in a time
accepted, and in the day of salvation
have | succoured thee: behold, now is
the accepted time; behold, now is the
day of salvation” 2 Corinthians 6:2.

We have heard a lot of “after”
excuses for not “getting real” with
God—excuses that put off being a true
follower of Jesus until some future
time. Some examples are, “I'll follow
the Lord after | get a good education; |
can’t leave my family right now; after |
make more money (or save more
money); after my kids grow up, get
married, and they have kids; after |
have more time to think about it; after
my spouse gets saved, or I'm waiting
for my spouse to take the lead; | want
to live my life the way | please first;
after | get married, then [I'll serve
Christ; | want to enjoy life and wait
until after retirement; after | finish be-
ing involved in my church’s plans”,
and so forth. Excuses from professing
believers for not making Him LORD of
all NOW are as varied as people are,
but the bottom line is, God knows eve-
ry excuse a person can come up with,
including lack of love for Him, and lack
of faith in Him. The saddest excuse
we ever heard was, “He (Jesus) just
isn't worth it.”

In Luke 9:61 we read of another
who also said, “Lord, I will follow thee;
but let me first go bid them farewell,
which are at home at my house.” So
now we see a person whose excuse
for not following Christ isn’t based so
much on what he or she is looking to
that involves future plans, but what is
being left behind. “And Jesus said un-
to him, No man, having put his hand to
the plough, and looking back, is fit for
the kingdom of God” Luke 9:62. That
kind of reminds me of Lot’'s wife! In
fact, the whole nation of Israel after
they were delivered through the Red
Sea looked back to Egypt with longing
and said, “We remember the fish,
which we did eat in Egypt freely; the
cucumbers, and the melons, and the
leeks, and the onions, and the garlick”
Numbers 11:5. Manna just wasn’t their
favorite taste profile, and compared to
the flavorful foods of Egypt (a type of
the world) Manna (which represented
Christ, the bread from heaven) was
less than desirable. So, it is with the
flesh. When we give in to our flesh
and the lust thereof, we will always
choose the world over Jesus. “No man
can serve two masters: for either he

will hate the one, and love the other;
or else he will hold to the one, and
despise the other. Ye cannot serve
God and mammon” Matthew 6:24

This brings to mind the little jin-
gle: “Where He calls me, | will follow.
What He feeds me, | will swallow.”
Obviously, the Israelites hadn’t
thought about that when they followed
Moses out of Egypt, but after a steady
diet of manna their patience grew thin
and their lust surfaced. Memories of
the misery they had suffered as slaves
under the oppression of Pharaoh fad-
ed into the background as memories
of Egypt's cuisine stirred up fleshly
appetites. Oh, how very human we all
are in our fallen condition! Esau sold
his birthright for a bowl of lentil soup,
and now the nation of Israel was
tempted to sell their inheritance of the
Promised Land for Egypt’s delicacies.
No wonder Jesus said, “No man, hav-
ing put his hand to the plough, and
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of
God.”

Today there is a gospel being
preached that requires no commit-
ment, no separation, no cost, and no
self-sacrifice, and the result is genera-
tions of undiscipled people who are
not “fit for the kingdom of God.” Jesus
made the conditions of discipleship
clear when He “said to them all, If any
man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily,
and follow me. For whosoever will
save his life shall lose it: but whosoev-
er will lose his life for my sake, the
same shall save it” Luke 9:23, 24.

Concerning taking up the cross,
AW. Tozer wrote, “So the cross not
only brings Christ's life to an end, it
ends also the first life, the old life, of
every one of His true followers. It de-
stroys the old pattern, the Adam pat-
tern, in the believer's life, and brings it
to an end. Then the God who raised
Christ from the dead raises the believ-
er and a new life begins.

“This, and nothing less, is true
Christianity, though we cannot but
recognize the sharp divergence of this
conception from that held by the rank
and file of evangelicals today. But we
dare not qualify our position. The
cross stands high above the opinions
of men and to that cross all opinions
must come at last for judgment. A
shallow and worldly leadership would
modify the cross to please the enter-
tainment-mad saintlings who will have
their fun even within the very sanctu-
ary; but to do so is to court spiritual

disaster and risk the anger of the
Lamb turned Lion.

“We must do something about
the cross, and one of two things only
we can do--flee it or die upon it. And if
we should be so foolhardy as to flee
we shall by that act put away the faith
of our fathers and make of Christianity
something other than it is. Then we
shall have left only the empty lan-
guage of salvation; the power will de-
part with our departure from the true
Cross.

“If we are wise we will do what
Jesus did: endure the cross and des-
pise its shame for the joy that is set
before us. To do this is to submit the
whole pattern of our lives to be de-
stroyed and built again in the power of
an endless life. And we shall find that
it is more than poetry, more than
sweet hymnody and elevated feeling.
The cross will cut into where it hurts
worst, sparing neither us nor our care-
fully cultivated reputations. It will de-
feat us and bring our selfish lives to
an end. Only then can we rise in full-
ness of life to establish a pattern of
living wholly new and free and full of
good works.

“The changed attitude toward the
cross that we see in modern ortho-
doxy proves not that God has
changed, nor that Christ has eased
up on His demand that we carry the
cross; it means rather that current
Christianity has moved away from the
standards of the New Testament. So
far have we moved indeed that it may
take nothing short of a new refor-
mation to restore the cross to its right
place in the theology and life of the
Church.”

It's hard for people, both Chris-
tians and non-Christians, in our mod-
ern day and age who have been fed a
steady diet of  sugar-coated,
“positive,” motivational platitudes,
psychobabble, New Age metaphysical
beliefs, and so-called “scientific’ non-
sense packaged as facts, to truly hun-
ger and thirst for God’s Word as their
absolute source of Truth. A friend said
to me recently, as | sat shaking my
head at how few people desire and
believe the Truth these days, “There
are no absolutes anymore!” That
nudged me into remembering that
“relativism”, although actually centu-
ries old, had successfully elbowed its
way into the forefront of godless edu-
cation and other worldly systems sev-
eral decades ago. Officially defined,
relativism is ‘the theory of knowledge
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or ethics which holds that criteria of
judgment are relative, varying with the
individual, time, and circumstance.” As
a worldview, relativism has impacted
the range of human experience—
morality, culture, religion, philosophy,
science and the very notion of exist-
ence itself.” (John Dickson). Simply
put, it's the same old lie of Satan,
“Yea, hath God said,” repackaged as
pseudo-sophisticated intellectualism
garbage.

These quotes concerning relativ-
ism from The Berean Call sum it up
well: “Countless “Christians” today be-

lieve...“because it
works” (pragmatism), because they
“feel it is true in their experi-
ence” (subjectivism), because they

sincerely believe it is true “for
them” (relativism), and so on....The
Christian faith is not true because it
works; it works because it is true. It is
not true because we experience it; we
experience it—deeply and gloriously—
because it is true. Os Guinness, Time
for Truth, 58 When the Christian life
becomes a lifestyle and no longer a
relationship with a Person—rather
than growing in the grace and
knowledge of the Savior, we will devel-
op in the art of refining, polishing, and
perfecting the flesh. Then we can have
the programs and activities, methods
and formulas, strategies and proce-
dures, systems and theologies, politi-
cal involvement and community ser-
vice...religious causes...“how-to” semi-
nars and self-help books...and even
outstanding character qualities—all
without Christ as our sufficiency! Our
flesh is very creative and knows how
to make itself appear and act spiritual.
But it is still the flesh, and it is rotten to
the core! Jerry Benjamin, Simply Sin-
gular: Is Christ Prominent or Preemi-
nent?, 22-23”

Truth is still truth, and since God'’s
Word is truth, and Jesus is the Word
made flesh, and He is the truth, then
what are some of the real reasons why
people, who profess to be saved, re-
fuse to obey Him, deny themselves,
pick up their cross and follow Him?
One of the reasons is love for self, and
a lack of love for Jesus. He said, “If ye
love me, keep my commandments”
John 14:15. If we truly love someone,
we will be willing to “lay down our life”
for that person. (See John 15:13.)
Another reason is faith in self, faith in
faith, and faith in the world’s systems
while lacking faith in God and His
Word. Titus 1:16 says “They profess
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that they know God; but in works they
deny him, being abominable, and dis-
obedient, and unto every good work
reprobate.” “For by grace are ye
saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God.:” Ephe-
sians 2:8. Another reason behind end-
less excuses is love for the world and
pride. 1 John 2:15, 16 says, “Love not
the world, neither the things that are in
the world. If any man love the world,
the love of the Father is not in him.
For all that is in the world, the lust of
the flesh and the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life, is not of the Father,
but is of the world.”

The bottom line to what distin-
guishes a professing believer from a
true believer is whether or not he or
she has truly been born again, which
can never take place without true re-
pentance and forgiveness of sin. Os-
wald Chambers put it so well when he
wrote, (“For godly sorrow worketh re-
pentance to salvation” 2 Corinthians
7:10a) “Conviction of sin is best de-
scribed in the words: My sins, my
sins, my Savior, how sad on Thee
they fall. Conviction of sin is one of
the most uncommon things that ever
happens to a person. It is the begin-
ning of an understanding of God. Je-
sus Christ said that when the Holy
Spirit came He would convict people
of sin (see John 16:8). And when the
Holy Spirit stirs a person’s conscience
and brings him into the presence of
God, it is not that person’s relationship
with others that bothers him but his
relationship with God— “Against You,
You only, have | sinned, and done this
evil in your sight...” (Psalm 51:4). The
wonders of conviction of sin, for-
giveness, and holiness are so interwo-
ven that it is only the forgiven person
who is truly holy. He proves he is for-
given by being the opposite of what
he was previously, by the grace of
God. Repentance always brings a
person to the point of saying, “I have
sinned.” The surest sign that God is at
work in his life is when he says that
and means it. Anything less is simply
sorrow for having made foolish mis-
takes— a reflex action caused by self-
disgust.

“The entrance into the kingdom
of God is through the sharp, sudden
pains of repentance colliding with
man’s respectable “goodness.” Then
the Holy Spirit, who produces these
struggles, begins the formation of the
Son of God in the person’s life
(see Galatians 4:19). This new life will

reveal itself in conscious repentance
followed by unconscious holiness,
never the other way around. The
foundation of Christianity is repent-
ance. Strictly speaking, a person can-
not repent when he chooses— re-
pentance is a gift of God. The old
Puritans used to pray for “the gift of
tears.” If you ever cease to under-
stand the value of repentance, you
allow yourself to remain in sin. Exam-
ine yourself to see if you have forgot-
ten how to be truly repentant.”

In the Book of Acts we read of
how the Apostle Paul powerfully
“reasoned of righteousness, temper-
ance, and judgment to come, Felix
trembled, and answered, Go thy way
for this time; when | have a conven-
ient season, | will call for thee” Acts
24:25. Salvation through Christ was-
n’t “convenient” for Felix, who had his
excuses, as did King Agrippa when
he said to Paul, “Almost thou per-
suadest me to be a Christian” Acts
26:28. Two men under great convic-
tion, but both putting off the day of
salvation to their own destruction.
What a tragedy! Yet today the trage-
dy is that there are thousands of
souls who truly believe that they are
saved, yet they have no personal tes-
timony of ever coming to a place of
brokenness over their sins and of
having repented; there are no chang-
es in their life, no separation from the
world, identification with Christ, no
fruit of the Spirit, no love for God’s
Word, no desire to serve Him, and no
concern for the lost or interest in the
salvation of souls. They are lacking in
sacrificial good works, uninterested in
learning of Jesus for the purpose of
personally knowing Him and having a
personal relationship with Him, grow-
ing in the faith, maturing in Christ,
including working out their own salva-
tion “with fear and trembling.”

A. W. Pink wrote, “The writer
has met many people who profess to
be Christians, but whose daily lives
differ in nothing from thousands of
non-professors all around them. They
are rarely, if ever, found at the prayer
-meeting, they have no Family Wor-
ship, they seldom read the Scrip-
tures, they will not talk with you about
the things of God, their walk is thor-
oughly worldly; and yet they are quite
sure they are bound for heaven! In-
quire into the ground of their confi-
dence, and they will tell you that so
many years ago they accepted Christ
as their Savior, and so "once saved




always saved" is now their comfort.
There are thousands of such people
on earth today, who are nevertheless,
on the Broad Road, that leadeth to
destruction, treading it with a false
peace in their hearts and a vain pro-
fession on their lips.”

Are you prepared this day to
meet the Lord, or are you putting Him
off until “after” you linger a while long-
er where you are? ¢

ALMOST PERSUADED

By Philip Paul Bliss
(1838-1876)

“Almost persuaded” now to believe;”
Almost persuaded” Christ to receive;
Seems now some soul to say,

“Go, Spirit, go Thy way,

Some more convenient day

On Thee I'll call.”

“Almost persuaded,” come, come to-
day;”

Almost persuaded,” turn not away;
Jesus invites you here,

Angels are ling’ring near,

Prayers rise from hearts so dear;

O wand’rer, come!

“Almost persuaded,” harvest is past!”
Almost persuaded,” doom comes at
last!

“Almost” cannot avail;

“Almost” is but to fail!

Sad, sad, that bitter wail—

“Almost,” but lost!

THOMAS JEFFERSON
QUOTES

"l have sworn upon the altar of God
eternal hostility against every form of
tyranny over the mind of man."

"My reading of history convinces me
that most bad government results
from too much government.”

“The natural progress of things is for
liberty to yield and government to gain
ground.”

WOMEN’S RIGHTS ?

“The wicked shall be turned into hell,
and all the nations that forget God.”
Psalm 9:17

Human rights originate with God,
while privileges originate with human
government. For example, the right to
life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness (property) come from God. Both
men and women fall under these
rights, although when governments
become tyrannical, these basic rights
are either subtly or overtly denied
which paves the way for the legaliza-
tion of immoral and evil behaviors un-
der the guise of “rights.”

Proverbs 29:2 says, “When the
righteous are in authority, the people
rejoice: but when the wicked beareth
rule, the people mourn.” Since the
recent celebration in New York City by
those who rejoiced at the “rights” of
women to murder their own unborn
sons or daughters, a great tsunami of
tears and mourning has washed over
the anguished, righteous remnant in
America. No woman, no man, no
community, city, state or nation has
the God-given “right” to shed the
blood of the innocent! (Deuteronomy
19:10; 21:7; Psalm 106:38) They are
God’s children whom He fashioned in
the womb (Psalm 139) and His herit-
age. (Psalm 127:3). God hates those
who shed innocent blood (Proverbs
6:17; Isaiah 59:7; Jeremiah 22:3) and
will judge them (Exodus 23:7; Revela-
tion 8:7-9:21).

So, what God-given rights do
women have? To list a few: women
have the right to remain moral, up-
right, pure and chaste until marriage
to one man. They have the right to
use birth control to prevent pregnan-
cy, but not the right to use abortion as
a “birth control method” because it is
murder. Women have the right to re-
main single (and chaste) to serve the
Lord (7 Corinthians 7:32-34). They
also have the right to say “No”!

Every woman (and man) on
earth, has the right to choose heaven
or hell. They have the freedom of
choice to be children of God or slaves
of Satan. They can choose to come to
the cross of Jesus Christ, believe on
Him, that He is God incarnate, who
died for them, and rose again from the
dead, repent of their sins, and make
Him Lord of their life, or they can
choose to reject Jesus Christ and His
forgiveness, and go to hell. It's as
simple as that.— J. Haley

THE HARD SAYINGS

OF JESUS
By Joni Eareckson Tada

"On hearing it, many of his disciples
said, 'This is a hard teaching. Who
can accept it?' Aware that his disci-
ples were grumbling about this, Jesus
said to them, 'Does this offend
you?" John 6:60-61

Gentle Jesus, meek and mild,
never harming, always charming. Is
that so? Perhaps it's the picture occa-
sionally painted in a child's Sunday
school lesson, but it's not the historic
Christ.

Jesus threw so many hard teach-
ings at the disciples, it's little wonder
they got miffed. The Lord announced:
Reality is wrapped up in me. Truth
can only be found in me. If you try to
save your life, it'll slip through your
fingers. If you give it away, you'll find
it. I'll deny you before the Father if you
turn back. If anything is keeping you
from me, whatever it is, throw it
away. Ifit's your eye, pull it out. Your
hand, cut it off. Your sins, all of them
are wiped out -- | can do that! | am
rebirth. | am life. Eat me. Drink me.
And finally, do not be afraid for | have
overcome the whole universe!

Jesus came not to bring peace,
but a sword. The razor-sharp sword of
His Word that divides your soul and
spirit, that says, "Does this offend
you?" He encroaches, invades, and
infringes on your comfort zones. He
tears aside the curtains of your con-
science and throws open the locked
doors of your bad habits. He will
brashly call your sin -- sin -- and He
challenges you to leave it behind.

Praise God for the hard sayings
of Jesus. He's not uncaring or unfeel-
ing about your life. He's not unin-
volved. God has a way of offending --
and thank His holy Name that He
does.

Thank You, Lord, for caring enough to
offend me. Don't let me ever get com-
fortable in my sin. Press me up
against Your hard teachings until |
see the offense as...a blessing.

“Salvation to our God which sitteth
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb...
“Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory,
and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and
honour, and power, and might, be
unto our God for ever and ever.
Amen.”

- Rev. 7:10b; 12




RAYOLA’S Q & A CORNER
WHAT ABOUT THE WALL?

Q: “I am confused about the issues of
having a wall on the southern border.
| see both sides—the humanitarian
side and our need to protect this
country. What is your take on it?”

A: It is a good policy for Christians,
that when in doubt seek out what God
has to say about it in the Bible. When
you search the Bible, you will discover
that God divided and established bor-
ders for nations for a good reason.
(See Acts 17:26; Deuteronomy 32:8;
Genesis 10.) and you will also find
that a city that was not walled during
Old Testament times was considered
vulnerable and void of credibility when
it came to their ~ enemies
(Deuteronomy 32:8). You can also
see this especially play out during
Nehemiah’'s time (Nehemiah 2:17).
He came to Jerusalem to build the
wall and during the reformation that
happened under Ezra and Nehemiah,
the foreign wives along with their chil-
dren had to be sent back to their origi-
nal people.

Proverbs 25:28 gives us this in-
sight, “He that hath no rule over his
own spirit is like a city that is broken
down, and without walls.” It is clear
that as believers we need disciplines
that will guard our soul from that
which would subvert us spiritually.
Likewise, nations without just laws will
end in chaos and nations without pro-
tective borders will be broken down.
Keep in mind, the main responsibility
of the politicians in Washington DC is
to protect the sovereignty of this na-
tion.

Walls and fences are to establish
borders as the means to declare the
sovereignty of a city or a nation for
protection from those who would sub-
vert it. They are used by every coun-
try and nation to some extent. In fact,
nations have borders with check
points throughout Europe, and re-
member the great wall of China. To let
people in without vetting them and
ensuring that they are coming to ben-
efit this country is insane and suicidal
to a nation.

The Lord established borders to
keep the people of Israel pure from
idolatry and other wicked practices
that would ultimately become a snare
to them and destroy their witness,
bringing them down as a nation

(Exodus 23:31-33; Deuteronomy 7:16;
Judges 2:3). The truth is every nation
has cultural influences and every cul-
ture, including America, has their own
idols and worldly, wicked philoso-
phies. Such mixtures are not benefi-
cial; rather, they are destructive to any
nation. Case in point: consider the
Islamic extremists who are blatant in
their move to subvert our country and
our Laws as they try to bring their
laws to this nation with the goal of
eventually ruling over it.

There are different names for
these mixtures such as profane, un-
holy, unequally yoked, and etc. We
can see other nationalities who are
lawless and want to benefit off the
backs of Americans while refusing to
recognize our laws and assimilate into
our society to become responsible
citizens. These people are literally
parasites who are robbing the Ameri-
can citizens of life, liberty and their
own pursuit of happiness. lllegal al-
iens in some cases have more rights
and privileges than the citizens of
America. They are preferred and cud-
dled by some, not for humanitarian
reasons, but for the purpose of using
them as mere puppets for political
aspirations These individuals either
do not realize or care that eventually
they will be discarded like everyone
else once they no longer serve these
people’s wicked agendas.

Remember, America did not cre-
ate this crisis at the southern border.
Many people are coming on the basis
of false promises by those who are
guilty of sedition and want to break
the back of this nation and eventually
destroy America as we know it. | am
for humanitarian purposes, but it is
not the responsibility of America to
solve the problems of the world, nor is
it this nation’s obligation to take every-
one in who wants to come in. The
Lord stated that we would always
have the poor among us and He es-
tablished practices of temple alms
and gleaning for the poor, refuge cit-
ies for those passing through, and a
call to strict adherence to His holy
Law for anyone who stayed among
the people of lIsrael, which included
worshipping the true God of heaven
and of Israel.

It is important to know that some
of the political pundits who advocate
humanitarian claims as far as our
southern border are striving for a one-
world, global government. This means
all the walls must eventually come

down from around all nations, while
the idea of any sovereign nation will
become a bad deal and everyone will
have to come under the rule of one
person—one man who will be doing
Satan’s bidding, a merciless tyrant
who has been identified as the anti-
Christ. Although these world planners
have made great strides to bring this
about, we know that in the end God
will step on the scene and bring an
end to their attempts once and for all.
And, what will happen to those who
survive the great ordeal that is com-
ing at us like a freight train? The Bi-
ble declares that they will return to
the families and countries they came
from. (See Isaiah 13:14; Jeremiah
50:16.) ¢

QUOTABLES

“| used to think that religion was
a Sunday thing, like one's Sunday
clothes, to be put away on Monday
morning. We boys were brought up to
go to church regularly, and although
we had a kind of religion, it didn't
amount to much. It was just like hav-
ing a toothache. We were always
sorry to have Sunday come, and glad
when it was Monday morning.
[Sunday] was the dullest day of the
whole week-just because we had got
hold of the wrong end of religion.

“This resonated with me as truly,
this was my own sentiment until | was
15 years old and the "right end of
religion" got hold of me, capturing me
by grace and awakening me to the
precious love and life of Jesus.”

--C.T. Studd (2 December 1860 - 16
July 1931, British cricketer, mission-
ary, and a contributor to The Funda-
mentals).

“Too often the phrase ‘Touch not
God’s anointed!” is an excuse for not
exercising the discernment God has
given us. Many who say this are una-
ware that they have already judged
an individual to be a prophet of God
and, as a consequence, will not do
anything that might seem to question
their statements or activities, no mat-
ter what they say or do. May God
keep us from such fatal complacen-
cy.”

"Beloved, believe not every spir-
it, but [test] the spirits whether they
are of God: because many false
prophets are gone out into the world."
1 John:4:1

—From Apples of Gold
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